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“Lies, Damn Lies and Statistics”

When you are fortunate to discover a plethora of training records, particularly ones that have been locked away
for many years, the temptation is to analyse them and collate statistics that give an insight into changing trends.
So it is with individual flight cadet records, graduation programmes and disposal rolls, stored in the College
archive, that record the passage of some 28,000 cadets who have undergone training at the RAF College.

In this album, we offer some insight into the training trends of the world’s oldest independent air academy, from
its inception in 1920 to its 100th anniversary. We do not claim that the statistics are wholly accurate, but merely
give some indication of training trends through the decades. Some individual records are missing from the
archive - perhaps withdrawn for briefings, mislaid or even destroyed over time - but we have collated sufficient
information to enable comparisons to be made as life at the College evolved over its 100 year history. We have
also been able to verify many of the records by accessing authorised databases in the public domain; Covid
restrictions lifting, we are hopeful of completing more verification by accessing national records at Kew.

In the 1920s and 1930s, you will see an analysis of RAF and FCO cadets that graduated from Initial Officer and
Pilot Training; those who “withdrew’; those who were Kkilled in flying accidents. In the war years, the College was
closed for Officer Training, but many airman aircrew undertook their flying training with the College SFTS (later 17
FTS) at Cranwell. Officer and Pilot training at the College resumed in the 1940s, to which Navigator, Equipment
and Secretarial Training was added in the 1950s, and then Engineering and Regiment Training in the 1960s. The
recruitment of cadets straight from school ceased with 101 Entry, which graduated in March 1973.

During the 1970s, university graduates received Initial Officer and Specialist Training - Pilot, Engineering, Supply
and Secretarial - under the Graduate Entrant (GE) scheme; Navigators completed Initial Officer Training at
Cranwell before moving to RAF Finningley (now Robin Hood Airport) for their specialist Navigation Training.

In the 1980s, the GE system ‘morphed’ into the IOT system, with the closure of RAF Henlow and the amalgamation
of Officer Training schemes under an initiative known as the Single Gate Initial Officer Training scheme. This
scheme and its replacement of July 2016 (IOTC) catered for Initial Officer Training of all branches prior to
specialist training conducted at a variety of training bases elsewhere.

So, this album is offered with some circumspection. It is an insight and not a definitive record. Read on.
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* Means that, from 1942 onwards, the KIA figures may not be accurate and an underestimate, because
many trainees were foreign (predominantly Turkish) students whose records are difficult to trace and, of
RAF trainees, the Air 81 Casualties Database has yet to include casualties beyond May 1942.
Nevertheless, casualty rates did drop generally beyond 1944. The most significant observation is the high
casualty rate in earlier years. We regret any omissions and would welcome any feedback to correct errors.
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Transition Years - Immediate Pre & Post War Year
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GE Era of 1970s - Phases 1 & 2 Trg (1 GE to 20 GE)
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GE Era of 1970s - Phase 1 I0OT Only (21 GE to 40 GE)

M GD(P)
Supply [ Admin Sec Ed [ Cat | PEd M Regt | Sy (Prov)

60

Cadet Numbers

20

o

H“

" GD(N)*

B AEO BB AM B FC B ATC

* GD(N) Moved to RAF Finningley for Specialist Trg
** Henlow Engineers join Cranwell Engineers on IEC
*** Last Wings Ceremony on 23 GE

~ N
'
1

I—L
'

Int

. Eng**
B Marine

1980

[T e

N
—_

N
N

N
W

-t
)
~
~

N
[¢)]

N
N

W ‘
o

N
o
no
~
N
©
no
©
W
o

3
W
(V)
w
@
w
AN
)
o

GE Entries (Superimposed by Graduation Timeline)

w
()]

w
J

w
©

w
©

N
o



GD(AEO) B GD(Air Eng) B GD (ALM) [ FCO Students

(WSO)

GD

)

IOTs 41 to 121 of 1980s - Aircrew

B GD(P) ™ GD(Nav

70

52.5

l
aa
-
<
~
\

-

aa

[22]
<]
o
-
[s°]
[so]
[=2)
-
N~
[oo]
(2]
-
©
(o]
[=2)
-
<
[oo]
[=2)
-
(=]
(5]
(2]
-

35
17.5
0

siaquinpN 1epe)H

41 43 45 47 49 51 63 55 57 859 61 63 65 67 69 71 73 75 77 79 81 83 8 87 89 91 93 95 97 99 101 103 105 107 109 111 113 115 117 119 121

10T Entries (Superimposed by Graduation Timeline)



Cadet Numbers

I0OTs 41 to 121 of 1980s - Ground Branches

90

M GD (GRD) (FC) OS (FIt Ops) ATC Int M Eng
1
- - - 2
B Supply Admin (Sec) Edn & Trg Admin (Cat) Admin (PEd) 5
2
Sy (Regt) B Sy (Prov) L] Maré'ne Med/ Dental Med (Sec) H
2 4
2 4
67.5 Med (Tech) . DoM " '5" g 2 L2 ;
Med Sppt 1 1 2R
PP 1 g 1 Bs m 8 1 55 g 7
2 8 A 33 M 1 366
? L 9 3 w 3% wu 13, 1
133 34
1 = 311114 7 "16 :
n 1 5 1 11 1 3 12 14 19
1 3 9 "y 24l 2flf w M 1111 [
2 moM 2 13 1 7 3 13 I
1 5 14 i 5
1 2 141 11 = 8 4 5 Ea 1M 7 ‘I 1
o R L R EL T [ R et W Paox
1 o] J°E 3m Sull 841 2 | 0 LH85 4y ¥
i B A 11 5 18 LB 51 Az Nl oY 1.7
B ERLH 2paat N A i 1% ' ulin: SRy >
A 100
H. D(] D( 14 H ? 5 5 H 7 E ﬁ L 7 15 2
BN 4 955 - B J7 4 1 EE 2 N - 4 FP LE
3 7 - 1 Tous 112 9
1 2 (] i 2 ﬁ F : (] 4 H . 8 ( 12
3 6 2 1 1 H shisl! : ) 7
Y I |3R9Y s M 4m2ERq 13
0 10/ amll = H » i ﬁ : ! ﬁa !
225 g 2 7 E 2 ‘H 11E [ H
N 7 B ‘ ! i 12413 ui
2 13, o | 1 4 4 8 » !
34 10H 1287 s 719 810 1 H
o 9 1 = 9 410 . 5 : 7
H 8 11 5 : 11
2 1 R 3 sl I s 056 5 6 8 d N ;
7 8° o 72 8° ¢, 0 M | BN 5 7 m 866
5 5 9 ol - 9 oflilo ) 9
56 7 s sfols 5 8 8
7 71787 7 I 2 7 7 7 7l |7 7 |7
3 6 6 33 6 6 33 6 4
5 5| |5 5 5 5
a|afa|arzl 4|4 3 ald | 1 PER L I afal5]4l a5 4 4 al [al4]4

0
41 43 45 47 49 51 63 55 57 569 61 63 65 67 69 71 73 75 77 79 81 83 8 87 89 91 93 95 97 99 101 103 105 107 109 111 113 115 117 119 121

I T N NN TR T T R T T

IOT Entries (Superimposed by Graduation Timeline)



IOTs 122 to 180 of 1990s - Aircrew
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IOTs 122 to 180 of 1990s - Ground Branches
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