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War Year Air Officers Commanding Cranwell

Air Cdre WGS Mitchell

On the outbreak of war, flight cadet training ceased and the RAF College closed. 

The College was re-opened immediately as the Royal Air Force College Training School, later to be 
referred to as the Service Flying Training School. Cranwell’s task was Elementary Flying to a standard 
of proficiency that would enable pupils to go forward to their Operational Training Units. Initially, there 
was one intake a month, split into two squadrons; the flying training of these airmen, not officers or 
cadets, lasted 3 months. Later in the war, SFTS trained Free French, Dutch, Danish as well as 
Commonwealth airmen to serve in the RAF; from 1942, SFTS trained officers from the Turkish Air 
Force, before training was ramped down towards the end of 1943. 

At the cessation of war, the then 17 FTS moved to Spitalgate, near Grantham, and 19 FTS continued the 
SFTS role at Cranwell. The pilots of the last few courses on 19 FTS were given the option of an 
additional three months Initial Office Training and formed the first two Entries, Nos  45 and 46, of the 
reintroduced Flight Cadet System.

Gp Capt HAV Hogan 
19FTS

Gp Capt WV Strugnell
SFTS

Gp Capt JH Simpson
SFTS

Not Yet Found
SFTS

Not Yet Found
SFTS



Notes Found on RAFC at War (1)
These notes are believed to have been made by a Staff Officer as part of a brief for the RAF College Commandant. 

There is no indication of when his brief was prepared, but is likely to have been during the 1960s. 



Notes Found on RAFC at War (2)
These notes are believed to have been made by a Staff Officer as part of a brief for the RAF College Commandant. 

There is no indication of when his brief was prepared, but is likely to have been during the 1960s. 



Notes Found on RAFC at War (3)
These notes are believed to have been made by a Staff Officer as part of a brief for the RAF College Commandant. 

There is no indication of when his brief was prepared, but is likely to have been during the 1960s. 



War Year Training Statistics
SFTS Trainees 1939 - 1945
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SFTS Trainees 1939 - 1945
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Immediate Pre & Post War Year Training Statistics
Cadet Graduations in the Early 1940s 

(Merged with Early SFTS Courses (1-4))
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1939 Sqn Photos

Marshal of the Royal Air Force 

Sir Andrew Henry Humphrey

GCB, OBE, DFC, AFC & Two Bars

(10 Jan 1921 – 24 Jan 1977)


J39 Entry; graduated with SFTS 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Officer_of_the_Order_of_the_British_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Air_Force_Cross_(United_Kingdom)


Awards for Gallantry - 1940 Cadets

1940 PR Casement     
JN Rowland

CT Davis                    
IP Howard-Williams              

JMO Dyer                  
AH Humphrey                  

ES Marrs                      
M Negus                    

JN Rowland (2)               
AAJ Sanders               

JA Sowrey

IR Campbell            
JMO Dyer                 

AHHumphrey (3)              
AAJ Sanders

JMO Dyer (2)                
AM Humphrey              

ES Marrs

1940 War Entry

PR Casement (2)      
GN Dawson                

D Fulford                     
P Gerrard                  

MJ Herrick (2)                
HA Jenkins                         
NMMaynard

PR Casement                  
MI Cox                       

NM Maynard

PR Casement               
GN Dawson                         
P Garrard                      
JG Haig

Graduation
Year

Casement

Military MedalMilitary Cross

1936          1937           1938          1939           1940           1941          1942          1943          1944          1945          1946          1947          1948          1949          1950          1951          1952          1953          1954+        

CasementCampbell

Casement

Casement

Casement ‘59Davis Dawson

Dawson

Dyer

Dyer

Dyer

Dyer

Cox

Fulford

Garrard

Garrard

Haig

Herrick Herrick

H-Williams

Humphrey

Humphrey

Humphrey

Humphrey ‘68

Jenkins

Marrs

Marrs

Maynard

Maynard

NegusRowland

Rowland

Rowland

Sanders Sanders

Sowrey

Humphrey



Service Awards

1940 IR Campbell AH Humphrey

1940 War Entry NM Maynard NM Maynard

 Graduation  GBE/GCB/KCB        RVO                   KB                  KBE                 CB                   CBE                 OBE                MBE
       Year 



1940 College Cadets - Highest Rank

1940

A Bilderbeck (K ’41)           
JAG Chomley (Sgt Pilot)              

MH Dalzell-McKean (K BoB)                  
CT Davis (K ’41)                  
AF Delamore (K)                   

IM Hossack (K ’41)               
JG Lecky (K BoB)                    
H Mundy (K ’41)                  
JA Plumb (K ’40)                 

JH Rothwell

RV Herbert (K ’41)                 
ES Marrs (K ’42)                

RA Shuttleworth (K ’42)

JN Rowland                  
SP Wilkins (K ’42)

BR Champion                      
GE Crywys                   
JMO Dyer                      
AF Fegen                       

MJ Herrick (PD ’44)                  
M Negus (PD ’44)                
RCL Parkhouse

MW Coombes (K ’58)             
PI Howard-Williams                
TdeT MacDonald                   

AAJ Sanders              

JA Sowrey IR Campbell AH Humphrey (D ’77)

1940 
War 
Entry

GE Chandler (K ’40)                
JAJ Davey (K BoB)               
BP Erskine (K ’40)               
D Fulford (K ’42)                

HG Gilbert (K ’40)                  
E Jackson (K ’41)                 

RHW Parker (K ’40)              
PHH Pritchard (PD ’40)               

WC Watling (K ’41)            
AR Watson (K ’40)

AM Phillips (K ’42)             
WD Whatley (K ’42)

JG Brown (K ’42)                   
MI Cox (PD ’44)                  

GN Dawson (K ’42)             
PA Tomlinson (Ret ’45)

JFD Elkington                  
P Gerrard (PD ’43)                    

JG Haigh

HA Jenkins                   
TRN Wheatley-Smith PR Casement NM Manyard

TOTALS 20 0 5 6 10 6 2 0 0 1 1 1

Graduation         Withdrew,
      Year                Killed,
                            FC or NFI



SFTS 5 Course Sqns 1 and 2, plus additions



SFTS 6 & 7 Course Sqns 1 and 2

AVM Desmond Hughes 
Became 9th Cmdt in 1970 

Pioneered Night Flying

NOT as RAFC claim 
Sir Max Aitken

2nd Baronet



SFTS 8 & 9 Course Sqns 1 and 2

PB Moore  J Burraston.  RG Ash     RJ Cooper      AJ Holland     JO Slatter

JFD Elckington  BD Erskine.  PR Casement     MI Cox      HA Jenkins     D Fulford.    GN Dawson

JG Brown  PHH Pritchard  GJ Cornish     GN Gaunt      JD Crossman     JF Davis    NM Maynard



SFTS 10 & 11 Course Sqns 1 and 2



Battle of Britain - The Dowding Letter
The College library displays a copy of the original letter sent by ACM Sir Hugh Dowding to the 
PUS for Air, expressing his concern about the continued use of his fighter force in a 
beleaguered France and seeking its retention for the Battle of Britain which he foresaw.


In the film Battle of Britain, the opening sequence shows the PUS interviewing Dowding on 
receipt of this historic and ‘game changing’ letter. You may recall the script as the PUS 
challenged Dowding, “You realise, Dowding, the Prime Minister will have to see this.” To which 
Dowding, played by Laurence Olivier, responded without flinching, “That’s why I wrote it.”



SFTS 12 & 13 Course Sqns 1 and 2



SFTS 14 & 15 Course Sqns 1 and 2



SFTS 16 & 17 Course Sqns 1 and 2



SFTS 18 & 19 Course Sqns 1 and 2

‘Hoppy’ Hopgood; 617 Sqn; Dambusters 
1st wave; killed NW Mohnesee



Battle of Britain Roll of Honour - ex-Flight Cadets

S29 ANDREWS Lionel Vincent

S37 ATKINSON Harold Derrick

A38 BENSON Noel John Victor

S35 COX Philip Anthony Neville

S38 COX Alex Robert Temple

S31 BADGER John Vincent Clarence

J39 DALYELL-McKEAN Michael Hugh

A40 DAVEY John Arthur Joseph

J26 DEWAR John Scatliff

J36 DONALD Ian David Grahame

S29 DREW Peter Edward

S25 GRANNUM Clifton Winnington

S36 HANSON David Harry Wellsted

A38 HOGG Richard Malyard

J37 HOMER Michael Giles

S27 HOOD Hilary Richard Lionel

S31 JONES Norman Clifford

J38 JONES John Sinclair Bucknall

A39 LECKY John Gage

S35 LEE Richard Hugh Antony

J38 McKENZIE John Woffenden

J38 PHILLIPS Ian William

J33 SAWYER Henry Cecil

J38 SHEPLEY Douglas Clayton

J37 WAY Basil Hugh

J38 WILDBLOOD Timothy Seddon

J29 WILKINSON Rodney Levett

S29 WILLIAMS Cedric Watcyn

J38 WINGATE David Leslie

A38 WORSDELL Kenneth Wilson



SFTS 20 & 21 Course Sqns 1 and 2



Air Ops 1940 Roll of Honour - ex-Flight Cadets

Wellington B Mark IA

Whitley Mk.V

Hampden Mk.I

Fairey Battle trainer

S24 CUNNINGHAM James Charles (Killed 1939)

J35 VAUGHAN WILLIAMS Arthur Richard (Killed 1939)

A38 AGNEW David Michael

S38 BARBOUR David Murray

S37 BARNWELL John Sandes

S24 BENNETT Leslie Clive

J36 BIRD Francis Derek

S37 BOUWENS Adrian

J31 BRADFORD Ridley Lewkenor

J35 BROWNE Patrick Edgar Semphill Fairfax Monteagle

S34 BULLOCH Anthony Alexander Talbot

S27 BURKE Wilfred Ivanhoe Harris

S35 BUTLER Peter Saumarey

J38 CAMERON John Stewart

A39 CHANDLER Gordon Emery

J39 Clifford Ralph Henry

S25 COOKE de Lancy

S38 DAVEY Terence John Frederick

S35 de MONTMORENCY Raymond Hervey

J39 DEAS James Henderson

S35 DONNE Michael Stephen

J38 EADIE John

A40 ERSKINE Basil Pollock

S28 FIELD Dennis Brian Douglas

S26 FRANKS Alexander Lumsden

J36 GEACH Trevor James

A40 GILBERT Henry Gordon

J30 GLENCROSS Arthur Roger

J26 GROOM Samuel Robert

J37 GULLEY Alfred Richard

J36 GUTHRIE James Reed

S37 HALLIDAY Christopher Ian Dunbar

S37 HARDING Geoffey Fawconer

J35 HARRIS Wilfred Arthur

S37 HARRIS Robert Edward

J31 HASTINGS Mark

J37 HENDERSON Malcolm Lessels George

A39 HOSSACK Ian Milne

J37 HURST Tom

S34 JOLLIFFE Peter Slade

A38 LEARMOND Patrick Alexander George

J38 LIGHT Cyril

S26 LLEWELYN John Griffith

J39 MACFARLANE Ruthven Arnold

J36 MAYBURY Donald Conrad

S21 MELLOR Harry Manners

J36 MIDDLETON John Derek

S36 MILEY Miles John

J30 MONTAGU George Wroughton

S37 PARVIN John Hugh Keith

S37 PATTISON Vincent James

S31 PEACOCK George Earnest

J35 PEARSON Maxwell Charles

J39 PLUMB John Alfred

J38 SALMOND John Geoffrey Carr

S37 SEEDS James

J39 SIBLEY Samuel Anthony Compton

J35 SODEN Ian Scovil

J36 STANLEY Desmond Geoffrey

J38 STEUART RICHARDSON James Douglas

S37 TILLETT James

A38 VAUGHAN Peter William

A40 WATSON Arthur Roy

S37 WOOD James Edward Randell



SFTS 22 & 23 Course Sqns 1 and 2



SFTS 24 & 25 Course Sqns 1 and 2



SFTS 26 & 27 Course Sqns 1 and 2



SFTS 28 & 29 Course Sqns 1 and 2



SFTS 30 & 31 Course Sqns 1 and 2



31v2? & 32 Course Sqns 1 and 2



1 ATU & SFTS 33 Course Sqns 1 and 2



Air Ops 1941 Roll of Honour - ex-Flight Cadets
S29 ADDENBROOKE Derek

S36 ALDIS James Robin

J36 BARBER Anthony Louis Henry

J32 BARCLAY David Pringle

F20 BERNARD-SMITH George Christopher 
Bernard

J36 BIRD Gerald Oscar Ladler

J25 BLACKDEN Vyvian Quentery

S37 BOYS-STONES John Boys

J37 BREESE Henry Francis 
Dempster

S34 CHAMBERLAIN Paul Burton

S27 COLE Francis Charles

S28 COOTE Patric Barnard

S34 CULVERWELL Edward

S26 DALE Herbert Reginald

F22 DAVIS Edward Simeon 
Colbeck

A39 DAVIS Charles Trevor

A33 de FREITAS Wilfred Albert Antony

J34 DICKENSON Peter George Scott

J28 ELSMIE George Reginald 
Alexander

S34 FISHWICK Jack Rowland

S37 FRANKLIN Michael Hilton

S35 GETHIN John Percy Deveynes

S25 GILLAN John Woodburn

J38 HARRIES James Allen

J37 HENDERSON Ian Stuart

S37 HERBERT Richard Vivian

J39 HICKS Robert Leslie

J30 JOHNSON David Victor

S38 LANGLEY Ralph Reginald

S36 LINGS George Oldfield

S28 LITTLER Charles Eric

A39 MARRS Eric Simcox

J37 MATTHEWS Hugh Vernon

J34 MAYHEW John Collins

S35 MEAD Ian Alan

J37 MOULD Peter William Olber

J37 PARKINSON Harry

A40 PRITCHARD Peter Harold Howard

A39 ROTHWELL John Heldey

J32 SANDERS Arthur Thomas Drake

J39 SHUTTLEWORTH Richard Ashton

S34 SMITH Christopher Dermot 
Salmond

S29 STAINTHORPE William Waters

J39 THOMAS Peter Cecil

J37 WADDINGTON Martin Walter

A40 WATLING William Charles

J36 WATSON Michael Litchfield

J25 WATTS-READ Archibald Martin

J39 WHITWORTH Albert Edmund

J29 WINDSOR Charles Mervyn

Stirling

Soitfire Mk Vb



SFTS 34 & 35 Course Sqns 1 and 2



SFTS 36 & 37 Course Sqns 1 and 2



Strategic Bombing - MRAF Sir Arthur Harris

Sir Arthur ‘Bomber’ Harris was a much loved C-in-C by his bomber crews, despite losing half of them 
during WW II. He was given the loosest of briefs to destroy Nazi Germany with strategic air power and, 
with the support of the USAF, he remained wedded to the belief that Germany could be destroyed from 
the air.


However, his philosophy of ‘area bombing’ did not meet with universal approval and, despite attritional 
successes throughout WW II, he lost the full support of Churchill who saw the war being won on two 
land fronts - the Western Front launched on ‘D-day’ and the Eastern Front being waged by Stalin’s 
Soviet forces. Historian Max Hastings gives a very good account of the tensions within the RAF and 
between British and American forces as the strategic air power gave way to tactical air power in 
support of an integrated campaign on the Western Front.


Notwithstanding, the contribution made by Air Chief Marshal Sir Arthur Harris during our darkest years 
cannot go understated and he remains one of our greatest air commanders ever.


In an interview with the then Gp Capt Tony Mason - later AVM Professor Mason - Sir Arthur was to 
reiterate his determination, from the ‘shower of directives’, to take the war to the enemy and defeat him 
on his home ground.



‘Wizard Prang’



SFTS 38 & 39 Course Sqns 1 and 2



SFTS 40 & 41 Course Sqns 1 and 2



SFTS 42 & 43 Course Sqns 1 and 2



SFTS 44 & 45 Course Sqns 1 and 2



Air Ops 1942 Roll of Honour - ex-Flight Cadets

Avro Lancaster

Halifax Bomber

Wellington B Mark IA Stirling
Mosquito B Mk IV 

H2S GEE OBOE

J35 AULT Kenneth

S28 BELCHEM Lawrence George

A40 BROWN James Gordon

J27 CHARLES Guy Pendrill

S32 CHARLTON-JONES Cecil

A40 DAWSON Graham Newstead

J34 DOWLAND-RYAN GC John Noel

A40 FULFORD David

S34 GODFREY Oliver

J31 GOLDING Albert

S29 HALLIDAY Neville Anthony Roy

S31 HOTHAM John Altham

S35 KELLY Dermot Daly Aloysius

S34 KERR Douglas Andrew

A38 LYLIAN John Clement Julius

S36 MAJOR Peter Anthony

J36 MATHEWSON Thomas Ivor

S23 MAY Faulkner Michael Vine

S35 OAKESHOTT Alan Robertson

J36 PALMER Cyril Dampier

J38 PARSONS Robert James Sealer

S26 PRATT Charles Valency John

S31 READ Montagu Francis Baldwin

S30 SEYMOUR Paul de Grey Horatio

S38 SHARMAN Donald Charles

S26 SPRAGUE Richard Alphonso

J33 STYLES Hubert Mortimer

S38 TEMLETT Cyril Bernard

S31 TIDD Herbert Richard

S36 TRIPTREE Alan Charles

J24 WEBB Eric Bingham

S35 WILKINS John Trevor

A38 WILKINS Stephen Percival

S37 WILLIS John David

S36 WRIGHT Claud Mandeville



SFTS 46 & 47 Course Sqns 1 and 2



SFTS 48 & 49 Course Sqns 1 and 2



SFTS 50 & 51 Course Sqns 1 and 2



AIr Ops 1943 Roll of Honour - ex-Flight Cadets

S35 ARCHER JohnChilton

J35 BURTON Howard Frizelle

S29 CHESTERMAN Humphrey William Albert

A33 COOPER Charles Stanley

J35 COOPER Leslie Frank

J33 COVENTRY Henry Reginald

J34 DARWEN John

J33 FRASER Howard Duncan

A38 GUEST Ernest Neville Charles

J37 HAYTER John Edward Ross

A38 HYNE Gerald O’Farrell Grant

J34 LONGMORE Richard Maitland

A38 LOWE John Conyers

S38 MACDONALD John Murdo

S26 OWEN John Jervis

S38 RIDDELL George Henry Monteith

S34 SHAND William Peter

A33 SLATER James Hogarth

A33 WALLACE Gerard Euan

S36 WALLAGE Stanley Norman Tuttell

S31 WATSON Robert Grant

J25 WHEELER Harry George

S32 WRIGHT Christopher Louis Yser

S36 WRIGHT Robert Brian

S32 YAXLEY Robert Gordon



SFTS 52, 53, 54, 55 & 56 Course Sqns 1 and 2



AIr Ops 1944/45 Roll of Honour - ex-Flight Cadets

On 12 November 1944, the Royal Air Force carried out 
one of the most successful precision bombing attacks of 
the Second World War, resulting in the sinking of the 
German battleship 'Admiral von Tirpitz'. The attack 
was made by 29 Lancasters of Nos 9 and 617 
Squadrons, the latter led by Cranwellian JB Tait.

Tait (fifth from left) standing with crew 
by the tail of their Lancaster at 

Woodhall Spa, the day after their 
successful sinking of the Tirpitz

S34 BARRON Oswald James Milman

S37 CARMICHAEL John William

A40 COX Maurice Loan

J37 FILLEUL Philip Richard Steuart

S34 GOODMAN Hubert Reginald

A39 HERRICK Michael James

J35 JACKSON Ashley Duke

F22 LOUGHNAN Charles Hamilton

J28 McKECKNIE William Neil

S36 MURPHY Alan Michael

A39 NEGUS Michael

J30 PORTER Eric Frederick

S27 POWELL John Alexander

J37 RUTH William Denys Butterworth

S35 WIGG Philip Mervyn

S34 HUMPHRIES James Heathcote

S31 JARAND Arthur Henry

S36 SAVAGE Michael



19 FTS

At the cessation of war, its is believed that 17 SFTS moved to RAF 
Spitalgate, near Grantham. Flying training at RAF Cranwell was 
vested in 19 FTS who ran a number of courses before the College 
was re-opened for officer training of Flight Cadets. 

It appears that members of the last two 19 FTS courses were 
given the option to complete a further 3 months officer training on 
what became 45 and 46 Flight Cadet Entries.  

47 Entry turned out to be the first course of ab initio training for 
newly recruited flight cadets to be run at the RAF College since its 
closure in September 1939. Unlike designations pre-war, where 
entries were given the prefix of the month and year of intake (e.g. 
F20), the numbering of entries followed sequentially after 47 Entry 
regardless of the year of the intake until the final entry, 101 Entry, 
which graduated in 1973.



Nos 1, 2 & 3 Courses 19 FTS



Nos 4, 5 & 6 Courses 19 FTS



Nos 7, 8 & 9 Courses 19 FTS

Courtesy of Clive Fisher (Son of RF Fisher)



Nos 10 & 11 Courses 19 FTS



Unnamed Course Photos 19 FTS



Enemy Trophies

With his eye on the RAF College as 
a potential HQ, Goering sanctioned 
the presentation of two charcoal and 
chalk drawings of Richthofen and, 
his mentor, Boelcke; the College 
responded with two of its own WW1 
fighter aces, Captain Albert Ball VC 
and Major Mick Mannock VC.


Offered as a gift to encourage 
mutual respect to “avert war”, the 
two drawings were presented  
during a visit by General Milch in 
1938 and have remained here ever 
since. It is thought that these 
drawings are copies of originals 
retained by Germany, but lost when 
Soviet forces closed in on Berlin to 
force the German surrender.


A bust of Goering was presented at 
the same time and, surviving a 
temporary deployment to a skip, is 
located in the library, below the 
Japanese Document of Surrender.

________________________________


To the right of these drawings, 
flanked by two Samurai swords, is a 
copy of the Japanese Document of 
Surrender accepted on the Allies’ 
behalf by Earl Mountbatten. It is 
displayed with one of the fountain 
pens actually used to sign the 
Surrender Treaty


