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The RAF College Tour Guide notes and other College 
publications allege that Herman Goering ordered 
Luftwaffe aircrew not to bomb the RAF College, because 
he had designs on the College as his HQ when Britain 
succumbed to the Nazi onslaught. Whilst this anecdote 
adds an inherent charm to the “College Story”, it is fiction.


This booklet contains extracts from the RAF Cranwell 
SHQ ORB, F540, which illustrate that the College was 
subject to 11 (eleven) separate attacks during the earlier 
part of WWII, the first recorded on 5 June 1940. These 
minor ‘nuisance’ attacks have to be read in the context of 
sustained Luftwaffe campaigns on its prime targets, 
initially our ports, our airfields and thence our industrial 
cities.


As German attention turned to the Russian front and other 
war zones later in the war, it appears the threat to 
Cranwell diminished. The last recorded attack appears to 
have been on 18 August 1941 and, notwithstanding 
periodic attacks on nearby Fulbeck and Barkston Heath 
until 22 July 1942, the only serious damage to the College 
occurred on 19 March 1942 when a Whitey bomber from 
resident 3(C)TU crashed into the west of the College.
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