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Wg Cdr PG Wykeham-Barnes DSO*, OBE, DFC*

Another belated find was this succinct statement
made in the RAF College Journal of November
1950:

AWARD

We offer congratulations to Wing Commander D. Wykeham-Barnes, D.S.0., O.B.E.,
D.F.C., on his award of the United States Air Medal for operations in Korea.

Unfortunately, the Journal editor’s statement
contains an error in quoting the initial ‘D’, rather than
‘PG’, causing some initial confusion; however, the
cadet record of Peter Guy Wykeham-Barnes, later to
become Air Marshal Sir Peter, makes a clear
reference to his being awarded at the Air Medal by
the US president.

bs. Though spending only a month in
Korea, he flew night intruder
operations with the USAF to help
them develop the role using their
B26 aircraft, drawing on his WWII

experlence durlng which he was credited with 14
and 3 shared aerial victories, was MiD three times
and awarded the DSO and Bar and DFC and Bar. He
was also awarded the AFC in 1951 following three
years at A&AEE Boscombe Down as Chief Test
Pilot, whence he was detached to Korea.

In 1950 with the outbreak of the Korean War, it became obvious that many of the lessons learned in WW2 had already been forgotten. So it was that the
USAF asked the RAF if it could loan them an officer with experience of night intruder operations. The officer supplied was Peter Wykeham-Barnes, then
serving as a test pilot at the A & AEE at Boscombe Down. He spent a month in Korea during which time he flew a number of night intruder operations in
B26 Intruders having established the feasibility of the aircraft for the role and having sown the seeds which the USAF could develop into a successful
night intruder campaign. For this work, he received the US Air Medal from Lt-General George Stratemeyer in Tokyo on 10 September 1950.



Korea - College Journal OCA Notes June 1953

Ten post-war Old Cranwellians are at present
serving in Korea:

Flight Lieutenants J. H. G. White (1946), L
Gordon-Johnson (1947), J. H. J. Lovell (1947)
and J. A. Mansell (1947); Flying Officers J. F. H.
Chick (1948), J. R. Murphy (1948) and M. G.
King (1949) are attached to the U.S.A.F. Flying
Officers D. A. Arnott (1948), J. L. Price (1948)
and B. M. Burley (1948) are attached to the
R.A.AF., flying Meteor 8s.

7 [if/léfz ]

‘Other’ Cranwellian Contributions

By deduction, whilst researching College Journal articles and archived records of Korean War medals
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Detached to RAAF at Time of Armistice

Brief notes taken from College Journal November 1953

Korea

At the time of the armistice in Korea, the
following Old Cranwelhians were serving with
the R.A.ALF. there:

Flving Officers I. L. Schwaiger (1949), A. M.

Christie (1949). B. Ball (1947), J. Coleman
(1949). K. Williamson (1948)
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Cranwellian Historical Society

Fighting the Migs in Korea

Four Months with a U.S. Sabre Squadron

The following account of a small part of the air war in Korea is based

entirely on the personal diary and article written by Flight Lieutenant

J. H. Granville-White, formerly of No. 46 Entry, who spent four months

on active service there and was responsible for destroying one Mig and

considerably upsetting several others during his short stay. He has

provided all the photographs for this article and we are extremely grateful .
to him for his assistance and kind co-operation.

URING the Korean War thirty Royal Air
Force officers, six of whom were Old Cran-
wellians, served at different times with American
Sabre squadrons in Koreca. Most of these officers
did their operational training and conversion to
Sabres at Nellis Air Force base, Nevada, U.S.A.
Having converted to the Sabre they spent three
weeks getting thoroughly familiar with it. In this
way they found out its operational qualities and
limitations, and by the time the course ended
were ready to meet the Communists over Korea.
Flight Lieutenant Granville-White arrived at
the Sist Fighter Interceptor Wing at Suwon on
3rd April, 1953, in a cloud of dust after a long
and bumpy ride in a jeep driven at high speed
by a negro. There he met all the pilots in the wing
and was shown the lines of Sabres which were
soon to become so familiar. Stories were going
round that it took up to six weeks' training before
he could fly his first mission. This was extremely
frustrating, as he had been sent to the unit
expecting to fly operationally after only a short
period of acclimatization.
The *‘Clobber College’ (the Americans’ delight-
ful name for Ground School) lasted three days in
which time the new pilots were given lectures on

The Sabre that Flight

Lieutenant Granville-

White shared with a

United States Air Force
officer

up-to-date intelligence, aircraft recognition, the
latest type of gunsight, and survival, He was
surprised to learn that the pilot who was shot
down over the sea had a much greater chance of
survival than the one who baled out over enemy
territory. During ‘Clobber College' Flight
Lieutenant Granville-White flew on his first
training flight. His instructor was an American
second licutenant with a total of 400 flying hours
to his credit. Four training missions followed ;
these consisted of ‘bouncing’ or ‘attacking'
allied aircraft, as Number 2 or wingman, of a pair
of Sabres. At the end of each of the training trips
he practised ‘flame-out’ landing patterns and
instrument let-downs. On the ground he was
cither in the ‘caravan’ or °‘mobile’, as the
Americans call it, getting himself into the
operational picture by checking aircraft as they
took off and landed ; or he was attending lectures
on how the different mechanical systems in the
Sabre work.

At last, on 15th April, 1953, two weeks after
his arrival in Korea, he flew his first mission.
After so much eager anticipation it turned out to
be an anti-climax, for they saw no sign of enemy
air activity, nor did they even need to arm their

AR A + . - -t oo vl DL, $y
e Y 1 I R

Flight Liewtenant Granville-White poses for his ‘glamor
photograph’ behind the cockpit of a Sabre

guns. They flew over their emergency landing
strip (a three-mile stretch of sand), over the
rescue centre where the helicopters and am-
phibious aircraft were based, and so back home
to do a let-down from thirty thousand feet.

Mission followed mission and the time passed
quickly. The day-to-day routine varied so little
that he found it difficult to remember what day
of the week it was. They were usually on duty by
0600 hours, but during the summer every third
day started at 0330 hours, as they had to be on
‘pre-dawn readiness’, standing by either to make,
or to beat off, a dawn attack.

While they were airborne, fuel was a constant
source of worry. The Sabres carried external fuel
tanks which the pilots could drop off as they
emptied or whenever enemy aircraft were in the
vicinity, but the real trouble was that they had to
fly two hundred miles, or the distance between
Cranwell and Edinburgh, before there was any
chance of fighting, and even then they always had
to remember to leave themselves enough fuel to
fly the two hundred miles back to base when they
had finished. They flew as high as possible, first
so that, if they were bounced by Migs, they could
engage them on nearly equal terms, and secondly,
to keep down their fuel consumption. When a
pilot saw that he had reached his minimum fuel
for returning to base, he called the code word
‘Bingo’ over the R.T. and everyone then under-
stood that he was returning to base. The leader
of the element could then make his plans for

College Journal March 1955

further attacks accordingly. An extract from
Flight Lieutenant Granville-White's diary illus-
trates the fuel problem very adequately.

I lost about 700 pounds of fuel when I dropped
my tanks owing to slow tank transferring, My
element leader had also lost fuel, so after half-an-
hour's patrol, we pulled out and headed back to
base. I was shorter of fuel than I had anticipated
and took over the lead in order to make a small
landing pattern. After shutting down the engines, 1
had seven gallons left.

One hundred pounds of fuel would last, at the
most, for two minutes.

When Flight Licutenant Granville-White had
been in Korea a few weeks the Americans
suggested what they called a *glamor photograph’,
This entailed climbing into flying clothing and
standing half in and half out of the cockpit of a
Sabre while his photograph was taken. First,
however, there was a problem to be solved—a
haircut. Fortunately, a South Korean came to
the rescue and spent a morning cutting his hair,
using lavatory paper to wind round his neck in
place of a towel.

Once every three months each pilot was given
five days’ ‘Rest and Recreation’ in Japan. This
leave was essential if only to have a bath, wear a
tic and ride in a train, and was a very welcome
change from the routine of the base.

On nedrly every mission Mig contrails could be
seen, but actual contact only occurred once in
every eight or ten trips. Often hopes were raised
as an unidentified aircraft was bounced, only to
be dashed again when it was found to be a
‘friendly’. Then followed the climb back to
altitude in case a genuine enemy appeared.
Flight Lieutenant Granville-White scored his
first ‘probable’ (this was later confirmed) on
17th May, 1953, It is best described in the words
of his diary, written up daily during his time in
Korea,

I returned westwards and spotted two contrails
heading north. I suspected them to be Migs heading
for the *fence’ (the Yalu river), so 1 set up a *bounce’
on the farthest contrail, leaving my Numbers 3
and 4 men to take the ncarest,

I was right; they were Migs. At this moment my
Number 2 called ‘Bingo—200 1b.". I found two
Sabres hot on the trail of the Mig, so moved into
a firing position on the left of the firing Sabre.
At this point we were heading down in a medium
dive at 0.96 mach towards the fence, so I sent my
Number 2 man home to get out of the area with
the highest mach possible.

The first Sabre fired out on the Mig, so the
Number 2 man moved in to fire at 15,000 feet, and
broke off at 7,000 feet. I then moved over to the
right side of the Sabre firing. These two Sabres



fired at 3,000 to 4,000 feet. When the second
Sabre had fired out, we were heading for a valley
running NJ/S.

I then moved in and fired one burst which
seemed to hit the Mig in the engine section, as he
slowed up and allowed me to close. By this time
we were down to 4,000 feet, and I was in his slip-
stream being thrown around the cockpit like a
ping-pong ball. My ‘uncaged sight' flew off the
screen, so I caged it and continued firing at 1,500
feet, when the filament in my sight went out. [ then
closed to 300 feet and continued firing, using the
tracers for direction; most of my shots went over
his canopy. I was out of ammunition, so broke to
the left and last saw the Mig heading north-cast
up a valley. . ... I put in a claim and was awarded
a ‘probable’ as my film showed the first burst
which got a few lucky hits in the Mig's tail section.

Of course, very few missions provided the same
satisfaction as this. Most of them consisted either
of escorting fighter-bombers to their targets and
back, or of airfield and road reconnaissance
sorties during which the pilots had to count the
number of Migs on North Korean airfields and
observe the amount of activity on roads in the
front-line area. Here is a description from Flight
Licutenant Granville-White's diary of a typical
mission.

This 21st mission (J) was leading an “airborne
alert’ over Chodo Island. I took an airborne spare
with my four aircraft and used him after take-off,
as my Number 4 man aborted with undercarriage
trouble. I had been on patrol 3307/150" for twenty
minutes, trailing thick persistent contrails at
43,000 feet above an overcast, tops at 40,000 feet,
with not a sign of an enemy track. My Number 2
lost his oil pressure, so I withdrew ; I had to instruct
my Number 2 what to do, as without oil pressure
one cannot advance the throttle after throttling

Anather Mig pilot has to bale out. The open parachute can
Just be seen in the bottom right-hand corner

Cranwellian Historical Society

A combar photograph of a Mig 15. In June, 1953, the
record number of seventy Migs were shot dowen

back. After my Number 2 had landed safely, |

climbed up and made a ‘flame-out’ circuit from

10,000 feet over the airfield.

Little things often went wrong with the air-
craft. Most of them were not serious, but were
annoying, as pilots never, if they could avoid it,
flew singly. The Number 2, or wingman, as he is
called, would always cover his leader's tail from
enemy attack, and when one of the pair had
engine trouble they would turn back together for
their mutual protection. After each mission
Intelligence officers interviewed cach pilot and
the number of ‘kills’, ‘probables’ and ‘damageds’
were counted up and later celebrated with liquid
refreshment.

Pilots were promoted on the number of
missions they completed. When a pilot first
Joined a squadron he would fly as Number 2 or
wingman; then, as he gained experience, he
would become an clement leader, having his own
wingman to guard his tail. After this he would
become leader of a formation of four or six
aircraft, finally reaching the top as mission
Ieader, which entailed leading up to 48 Sabres.

An incident which neither of the pilots con-
cerned is likely to forget occurred when a Royal
Air Force officer and his American Number 2
were making an airfield reconnaissance over
Antung. The flak was heavy and accurate and
the Number 2 was so busy not looking where he
was going that he collided with his leader, losing
his left elevator and damaging his leader’s nose.
Miraculously both aircraft could still fly and
managed to land safely.

When the signing of the treaty to end the war
changed from a remote hope to a distinct possi-
bility the Migs started to fly at lower altitudes,
giving the Sabres a chance to meet them on more

equal terms; during June, 1953, a record number
of 70 Migs were shot down. It is worth record-
ing that, of these, the first bagged by an Old
Cranwellian was Flit Lt J. Lovell’s (47). On 26th
July everyone thought the treaty would be signed
by 1400 hours, and a plan was devised for a last
look at the familiar airfields and rivers in North
Korea. This was to be flown before it was too
late, and before the deadline a section of four
Sabres was ready, pilots strapped in their cockpits

ready to set off on their last trip of the war.
However, the war was not destined to finish that
day. so they went on a sweep of the Yalu river
instead !

At 1000 hours on 27th July, 1953, the treaty
was at last signed, as twenty-four Sabres took off
on what turned out to be a final patrol. Two hours
later they were all safely back on the ground for
the last time and the Korean war in the air was

over.

Sonic Barrier

By CAPTAIN RONALD R. JEFFELS
Royal Canadian Artillery

Quite suddenly the wall of tempered steel was gone;

I screamed defiance at the Universe . . . Mach One!

I caught Time's wings and fettered them,

With bolder, searching hand I touched the hem

Of Dawn’s empurpled robe of grace;

And flesh-free, soul-borne, rose to conquer Space.

Then in my car of silvered fire-motion

Pursued the sparking tail of Comet through the Ocean
Of Cloud. Looked down the passage on a world to be,
Fed at the breast of Knowledge, stained her white knee
With thwarted-angel tears. And from that macrocosmic view
Saw souls ascending . . . glowing . . . new.

Then whirling, soaring, arching, looked at Noon

And turned in ceaseless circles round the Moon,

I bludgeoned Earth's eternal pull, assailed a Star,

Beat off foul Flux and Change and, turning from afar,
Swooped down. Aloft on that great arc of speed,

I watched where Thunderheads are born and feed ;
Drew quarrels of Force at the quiver of God

And cast them down to scorch the sod

Where earth-bound mortals met for the comedy ol Day.
From my bold vantage point I laughed and turned away,
Laughed loud for Man who harnessed Might

But never shared the passions of my Flight,

College Journal March 1955



The RAF Contribution to Korean War

[Courtesy of http://aces.safarikovi.org/victories/gb-ko.html]
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GREAT BRITAIN

Korean War

VICTORIES
NAME CONFIRMED PROBABLE DAMAGED UNIT AIRFORCE SERVICE COMMENTS
Hulse, Graham Stanway 3 [1+2] O 1 336 FIS/4 FIW USAF RAF WWII: 0-2-4
Nicholls, John M. 1 0 3 335 FIS/4 FIW USAF RAF
Carmichael, Peter 1 0 0 802 Sg., HMS Ocean FAA FAA
Dickinson, R. T. F. 1 1 0 25 FIS/51 FIW USAF RAF
Granville-White, John H. 1 1 0 39 FIS/51 FIG USAF RAF
Lovell, John H. J. 1 0 0 25 FIS/51 FIG USAF RAF
Blyth, Colin I. "Joe" 0 0 2 77 sq. RAAF RAF
Davis, Peter S. 0 0 2 [1+1] 802 sSg., HMS Ocean FAA FAA
Ellis, Brian E. 0 0 2 [1+1] 802 Sg., HMS Ocean FAA FAA
Daniel, Stephen Walter 0 0 1 334 FIS/4 FIW USAF RAF WWII: 16+1-2-11

Comments:

¢ Colin I. "Joe" Blyth is sometimes credited with two confirmed victories (Olynyk, Frank J.: United States Credits for the
Destruction of Enemy Aircraft in Air-to-Air Combat Post World War Two, Victory List No.10, self published, Aurora,
Ohio, January 1999).

Air-to-Air Victories

Date Unit Aircraft Pilot Enemy
16.04.1951 334 FIS/4 FIW F-86A, FU-080 Daniel, S. W. MiG-15 damaged
24.10.1951 |77 Sq. RAAF f';‘;sgei' Meteor F.Mk.8, Blyth, C. L. MiG-15 damaged
2.11.1951 |77 Sq. RAAF e eteor F.Mk.8, Blyth, C. L. MiG-15 damaged
09.08.1952 802 Sq. Sea Fury FB.Mk.11, WJ]232 Carmichael, P. MiG-15
09.08.1952 802 Sq. Sea Fury FB.Mk.11, WJ]223 Ellis, B. E. MiG-15, damaged
09.08.1952 802 Sq. Sea Fury FB.Mk.11, WE724 Davis, P. S. MiG-15, damaged
10.08.1952 802 Sq. Sea Fury FB.Mk.11, WE724 Davis, P. S. 2 MiG-15, damaged
10.08.1952 802 Sq. Sea Fury FB.Mk.11, WJ]237 Ellis, B. E. 2 MiG-15, damaged
30.08.1952 335 FIS/4 FIW F-86 Nichols, J. M. MiG-15, damaged
30.08.1952 335 FIS/4 FIW F-86 Nichols, J. M. MiG-15, damaged
25.10.1952 336 FIS/4 FIW F-86 Husle,G.S. 2 MiG-15
01.11.1952 335 FIS/4 FIW F-86 Nichols, J. M. MiG-15, damaged
07.12.1952 335 FIS/4 FIW F-86 Nichols,]. M. MiG-15
09.12.1952 336 FIS/4 FIW F-86 Husle, G. S. MiG-15
27.01.1952 336 FIS/4 FIW F-86 Husle, G. S. MiG-15, damaged
13.03.1953 336 FIS/4 FIW F-86 Husle,G. S. 2 MiG-15
16.05.1953 25 FIS/51 FIW F-86 Dickinson, R. T. F. MiG-15, probable
17.05.1953 39 FIS/51 FIG F-86 Granville-White, J. H. MiG-15, probable
18.06.1953 25 FIS/51 FIW F-86 Dickinson, R. T. F. MiG-15
27.06.1953 25 FIS/51 FIG F-86 Lovell,J.H.]. MiG-15
29.06.1953 39 FIS/51 FIG F-86 Granville-White, J. H. MiG-15



http://aces.safarikovi.org/victories/gb-ko.html%5D

