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Preface
The Old Cranwellian Association (OCA) was formed on 14 July 1926, largely at the instigation of graduates who had recently 
undergone officer training at the RAF College. 


These ambitious young men were pioneers in every sense - military aviators in the making at a time when flight was still very much a 
perilous occupation; impressive young leaders, each of whom would go on to excel in their chosen profession; the high achievers who 
would become the very personification of the RAF’s core values of Respect, Integrity, Service and Excellence. Despite the rigorous and 
strictly disciplined training regime endured for two intensive years, they had developed such an affection for their alma mater that they 
felt highly motivated to sustain their unique camaraderie by forming an “association of officers” unique to the College - Cranwellians.  

A young Pilot Officer George Beamish - later to become a talented Irish and British Lions rugby international, the College’s 11th 
Commandant and a distinguished Air Marshal - wrote to the College Journal Editor alerting him to the growing consensus of recently 
graduated cadets advocating the formation of such an association. It seems young Beamish and his fellow alumni were pushing at an 
open door. Within twelve months the then Commandant, Air Commodore AE Borton, brokered an inaugural meeting which agreed the 
purpose and constitution of the OCA. Through the medium of the College Journal magazine - very much the social mouthpiece of the 
College and its alumni at that time and in the decades to come - the OCA recorded its progress on maintaining contact with and 
between College alumni. Though contributions to the Journal waned from the 1970s, as did the Journal itself in later years, the OCA 
continued to support College alumni and to hold well attended Annual Reunions that maintained the bond between retired and serving 
Cranwellians, and the cadets undergoing their officer training. In April 2015, reflecting that the College had established itself as the 
single point of entry for all RAF officers, the members adopted a new constitution establishing the Cranwellian Association (CA), as it 
was to be renamed, as a registered charity.


This album depicts the story of the formation and development of the OCA. It is both chronology and reference manual constructed in 
three distinct volumes, reflecting the evolving officer training schemes at the College. Taking extracts from successive issues of the 
RAF College Journal, this album charts the progress of alumni, their careers, their sporting achievements and pastimes, their domestic 
lives and ultimately their passing. Their personal, unrivalled contributions to historic events (e.g. record breaking flights, air races like 
the Schneider Trophy, overseas conflicts such as WWII and Korean wars, etc) are recognised in Journal extracts - “Old Cranwellian 
Notes” - that appeared in the majority of College Journals till 2016. We have added a few of the graduation photographs of the time, to 
help put faces to the more familiar Cranwellian names mentioned in the Journal extracts.


Researching the history of the OCA has not been easy. Much of what we have collated draws fundamentally on those “Old Cranwellian 
Notes” published in College Journals between 1925 to 2016 (not inclusive) and from information held on alumni in the College archives.  
The fact that we have been able to make any attempt at recording the OCA’s formative history is down very largely to the generosity of 
a number of alumni (e.g. AVM HW Heslop, Richard Hamilton, Graham Pitchfork and Mike Allistone) donating their personal copies of 
College Journals, and the incredible dedication and patience of Cranwellian Mike Smith (91 Entry) to convert these old Journals into 
FlipBooks available at http://www.cranwell-college.life/library/journals/libraryjournals-mobile.html. Watch out also for the embedded 
underlined hypertext links throughout that offer additional information on Cranwellians from other websites.
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Contents - Volume 2 1947-1979

In the main, the College Journal Extracts of “Old Cranwellian Notes” contain news on alumni postings, promotions, honours & awards, 
and marriages and deaths. Particularly in the pre-WWII years, when powered flight was still in its infancy, there were also some 
interesting references to other notable alumni achievements. To make this album a little easier to read and to assimilate information, we 
list here some of the headline features and later an index by decade. The slide numbers to the right of the list contain hypertext links 
that enable access direct to the relevant slides. Each slide offers a link back to this page. We are hopeful that more Journals will be 
donated, so for now this is very much a ‘living document’.
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Introduction - Volume 2 1947-1979

At the outbreak of WWII on 3 September 1939, the flight cadet officer training syllabus was abruptly suspended and replaced by 
basic and advanced flying training courses delivered by the hastily formed College Service Flying Training School (College 
SFTS), later to be renamed 17 FTS and in 1945, when moving to Spitalgate (Grantham), replaced by 19 FTS. Some of the flight 
cadets who had already started training were just as abruptly demoted to AC2 and transferred to the College SFTS for their 
flying training with no expectation of a commission; this included one AC2 AH Humphrey who, as MRAF Sir Andrew Humphrey 
however, was to become CDS on 24 October 1976 following two years as a very popular CAS.


Throughout WWII, the production of the College Journal not surprisingly was also suspended. By VE Day, three times as many 
aviators as flight cadets before the War had passed out from the College. However, with the obligatory security restrictions 
coupled with the ‘fog of war’, maintaining contact with and monitoring the progress of all alumni was virtually impossible. So, 
but for the succinct listings and photographs of SFTS intakes, the College had little to communicate and, observing the strict 
security restrictions, no legitimate need to communicate.


The resumption of officer cadet training did not occur immediately on cessation of WWII, but was progressively phased in until 
45, 46 and 47 Entries graduated in 1947. We believe that some of the aircrew on the final 19 FTS courses were offered and took 
the option to complete a further three months “officer training” before graduating with a commission. Following a stirring 
Foreword from Lord Trenchard and equally robust message from Lord Tedder (CAS) - both adopting the theme that the RAF had 
proven itself in war, raising high expectations of the Service in peacetime with a particular focus on the College and its officer 
cadets - the College Journal was released from its “suspended animation”, as Lord Trenchard called it.


So we start Part 2 of this album with a “Roll Call” of Cranwellians surviving WWII, following analysis conducted by the OCA. Like 
any Roll of Honour of those who did not survive, the output from this unique research deserves its own place in College History. 
Thereafter, Part 2 continues the presentation of Old Cranwellian Notes, which though more succinct than those of the 1930s, 
divulge some key milestones in Cranwellian history till the Flight Cadet system ended in March 1973 and the new Graduate 
Entry (GE) system took hold.
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College Journal Extracts - Winter 1947/48 (1)
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College Journal Extracts - Winter 1947/48 (2)
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College Journal Extracts - Winter 1947/48 (3)
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College Journal Extracts - Winter 1947/48 (4)
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College Journal Extracts - Winter 1947/48 (5)
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College Journal Extracts - Winter 1948
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College Journal Extracts - Summer 1949
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College Journal Extracts - November 1949
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A Selection of OCA Members of the Late 40s (when cadets)

F/C Cpl LW CannonF/C Cpl HH Brookes F/C Cpl ARD McDonnell F/C JC Breese F/C HNG Wheeler

F/C KF Mackie F/C Cpl MKD Porter F/C Cpl TD Calnan F/C RF Read F/C AJL McFarlane
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College Journal Extracts - March 1950



15
Return to Index

College Journal Extracts - June 1950
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College Journal Extracts - November 1950
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College Journal Extracts - March 1951



College Journal Extracts - June 1951

18
Return to Index

https://www.rafweb.org/Biographies/Wykeham.htm
http://www.rafweb.org/Biographies/AllinsonNS.htm
https://www.rafweb.org/Biographies/Patch.htm
https://www.rafweb.org/Biographies/Hayes.htm
https://www.rafweb.org/Biographies/Fuller-Good.htm
https://www.rafweb.org/Biographies/Hallings-Pott.htm
https://www.worthpoint.com/worthopedia/raf-signed-h-dowding-battle-britain-513084780
https://www.rafweb.org/Biographies/DAeth.htm
https://www.rafweb.org/Biographies/Brookes.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mervyn_Williams


College Journal Extracts - November 1951
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College Journal Extracts - March 1952
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College Journal Extracts - June 1952
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College Journal Extracts - November 1952
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F/C PG Wykeham-Barnes

A Selection of OCA Members of the Early 50s (when cadets)

F/C NS Allinson F/C GW Hayes F/C Cpl JLF Fuller-Good

F/C K Gray F/C JC Atkinson U/O TR GushU/O RT Froglet

F/C Cpl CH Walker F/C A Earle F/C Cpl MJ Corner F/C Sgt IHF Walmsley
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College Journal Extracts - March 1953
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College Journal Extracts - June 1953
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College Journal Extracts - November 1953
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College Journal Extracts - March 1954
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College Journal Extracts - June 1954
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College Journal Extracts - November 1954
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College Journal Extracts - March 1955
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College Journal Extracts - June 1955
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College Journal Extracts - November 1955
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U/O EDMacK Nelson F/C Sgt D Finlay F/C Cpl EH Lynch-Blosse F/C Sgt PE Warcup F/C INM Macdonald

A Selection of OCA Members of the Mid 50s (when cadets)

U/O HA Merriman F/C Cpl LC Swalwell F/C Cpl EN Barrington-Reinganum U/O PW Townsend F/C JB Tait

F/C Sgt SWB Menaul F/C PRW Wickham F/C Sgt DJP Lee F/C Sgt RAC Barclay F/C Cpl DRS Bevan-John

F/C GAV Knyvett F/C Cpl MG Waudby F/C Cpl WF Jacobs S F/C NA Innis-Smith F/C Sgt MDC Anderson
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A Selection of OCA Members of the Mid 50s (when cadets)

F/C Sgt RMcA Furze F/C Sgt GK Mossman F/C Cpl LM Hodges SFC NA Innes-Smith

FC MWS Robinson

F/C Cpl JF Gale F/C Cpl DC Luck F/C Cpl LJ Russell

F/C Sgt DP Hall

U/O HA Merriman

F/C Sgt GSC Mumford SFC DW Molesworth
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A Selection of OCA Members of the Mid 50s (when cadets)

F/C Sgt RJ Spiers F/C EF Hemming SF/C R Dick F/C Sgt JW Heard F/C Sgt D Harcourt-Smith

F/C Cpl RBWA George F/C D Guthrie F/C Sgt WE Kelly SF/C FR Lund F/C Sgt GO Eades

F/C Cpl JH Palmer F/C Sgt IHF Walmsley F/C Cpl R Hollingworth SF/C JNM Pickersgill UO TL Kennedy
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A Selection of OCA Members in June 56 Journal (when cadets)
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College Journal Extracts - March 1956
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College Journal Extracts - June 1956
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College Journal Extracts - November 1956

———BOXER

39
Return to Index

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theodore_McEvoy
http://www.rafweb.org/Biographies/Stephenson_JNT.htm
http://www.rafweb.org/Biographies/Melvin.htm
https://www.rafweb.org/Biographies/Saye.htm
http://www.rafweb.org/Biographies/Marchbank.htm
https://www.rafweb.org/Biographies/Boxer_HEC.htm
http://www.rafweb.org/Biographies/Pyke_A.htm
https://www.rafweb.org/Biographies/Leonard_Williams_HG.htm
https://www.rafweb.org/Biographies/Barrett_GG.htm
http://www.rafweb.org/Biographies/Willis_CVD.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Grindon
https://www.rafweb.org/Biographies/Pitt-Brown_W.htm
http://www.rafcommands.com/database/awards/details.php?srname=Crichton%20Charles&qname=MORTON


College Journal Extracts - March 1957
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College Journal Extracts - July & November 1957

[NOT A CRANWELLIAN]
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College Journal Extracts - March 1958
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A Selection of OCA Members of the Late 50s (when cadets)

UO SE King F/C Cpl DB Durrant SF/C PA Barrow UO JDC Hawtin UO PF Hunwick

SF/C TAM Bond UO AM Chandler UO JA Morgan SF/C PJ Welby F/C Cpl A Wright

SF/C WA Edwards SF/C DG Crichton SUO CE Trueman SF/C GC Taylor UO ASJ Whitwam

43
Return to Index



College Journal Extracts - July 1958 & December 1958
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College Journal Extracts - Summer 1960

[Now Subsuming 
Old Cranwellian Notes]
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