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Fifth Commandant - William Gore Sutherland Mitchell

Commissioned into the Devonshire Regiment in 1906 
as an infantry officer, Mitchell attended CFS in 1913 
and was awarded his Royal Aero Club certificate No 
483 in May of that year, before becoming a pilot in 
the RFC. During WW1 he commanded 10 Squadron.  

Awarded a permanent commission in the RAF in 
1919, he served in India and also commanded No 1 
FTS. 

In 1929, he was Director of Training before being 
appointed as Commandant of the RAF College on 30 
January 1933 and promoted to Air Vice Marshal on 1 
July 1933. He was the AOC when College Hall was 
opened in October 1934 - just before he handed 
over command. 

Subsequently, he achieved the rank of Air Chief 
Marshal on appointment as AOC-in-C Middle East 
Command and then appointed Inspector-General of 
the RAF, on both occasions being succeeded by ACM 
Longmore.  

On retiring from the RAF in 1941 he became the 
first RAF officer to hold the post of ‘Black Rod’ in 
the House of Lords.  

Born 8 March 1888. Died of a heart attack 15 August 
1944.
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Journal Article - Royal Visit January 1938 (2)
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11th College Commandant - George Robert Beamish



Assistant Commandant - JOW Oliver



March 1957 Journal - First Navigator Training 



HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN 
D.F.C., as Chief of the Air Staff 
Sir Dermot Boyle, G.C.B., 

Marshal of the Royal Air Force 
Sir Dermot Boyle, G.C.B., K.C.V.O., 
K.B.E., A.F.C. 

Born at Durrow, Abbeyleix, 
Queen's County, on 2nd October 
1904, Sir Dermot was educated at 
Saint Colurnba's College, Dublin, 
and the Royal Air Force College, 
Cranwell, from which he was com- 
missioned in 1924. He returned to 
Cranwell for two years prior to the 
war as chief flying instructor. 

He served in Bomber Command 
during part of the war at Head- 
quarters as an Air Staff Officer in 
June 1940, on his return from 
France, and later commanded 
No. 83 (Bomber) Squadron at 
Scampton until early in 1941, when 
he was appointed Assistant Secretary 
to the Committee of Imperial 
Defence. In January 1942 he was 
given command of the bomber 
station at Stradishall, Suffolk, and 
later became Senior Air Staff Officer 
of No. 6 (Bomber) Group at 
Abingdon, Berks. He was S.A.S.O. 
of No. 83 Group, 2nd Tactical 

Sir Dermot Boyle Air Force, from May 1943 to 
April 1945, and afterwards com- 

manded No. 85 Group, 2nd T.A.F., for three months. He became A.O.C. No. 11 Group, Fighter 
Command, in July 1945, and after taking the 1946 course at the Imperial Defence College was 
Assistant Commandant of the R.A.F. Staff College, Bracknell, for 18 months before going to the 
Air Ministry. In April 1951 Sir Dermot became Air Officer Commanding No. 1 Group, Bomber 
Command. Late in 1952 he led the Royal Air Force tour of goodwill to Latin America by No. 12 
Squadron Canberra jet bombers and captained one of the Canberras as pilot throughout the flight 
of over 24,000 miles. 

In September 1952 he flew a Canberra bomber from R.A.F. Station, Binbrook, Lines, to Malta 
and back in 6 hours 5 minutes flying time, at an average speed of 485 m.p.h. for the 2,914-mile journey. 

On becoming Chief of the Air Staff in January 1956, Sir Dermot piloted a Canberra on a 20,000-mile 
tour of R.A.F. units in the Middle and Far East, and in January 1959 made a similar tour of 
22,000 miles, flying a Canberra B6. 

In 1956, in a message to the Commandant of the College, Sir Dermot said: 
'My appointment is an honour not so much to myself as to the Royal Air Force College where 

the seeds were sown and nursed, and to our great Service which has provided an inspiring field 
for development and achievement. I do not overlook the fact that had not some of my con- 
temporaries given their lives in devotion to their duty it would have been one of them and not 
I that would have had the unique distinction of being the first ex-Cadet to be Chief of the Air Staff. 

'It is now for me to attempt to enhance still further the Cranwell tradition. To know that in 
this difficult task I have the support of all Cranwellians, past and present, is a great encouragement 
and inspiration.' 
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has been pleased to appoint Air Chief Marshal Sir Thomas Pike, K.C.B., C.B.E., 
with effect from 1st January 1960, in succession to Marshal of the Royal Air Force 
K.C.V.O., K.B.E., A.F.C. 

'Air Chief Marshal Sir Thomas Pike, K.C.B., C.B.E., D.F.C. Sir Thomas was born at Lewisham, Kent 
; in June 1906, and was educated at Bedford School and the Royal Air Force College, Cranwell, from 
I which he was commissioned in December 1925. 
: During the war he served in the Directorate of Organization at the Air Ministry until 1941 when 
l he took command of No. 219 (Fighter) Squadron with which, in a few weeks, he won the D.F.C. for 
' skilful night interceptions of enemy aircraft over Britain, destroying one on his first patrol and soon 
, afterwards three more to win a Bar to the D.F.C. Later that year he joined Headquarters, No. 11 
'.'Group as an Air Staff Officer for night operations duties. From February to August 1942 he com- 
. manded R.A.F. North Weald, and then returned to No. 1 I Group as Senior Administrative Officer. 

In May 1943 he took command of No. 1 Mobile Operations Room Unit for service in the Middle 
· East and North Africa. Early in 1944 he became Senior Air Staff Officer, Desert Air Force, and in 
June 1945 returned to Britain to command No. 1 Officers' Advanced Training School. Later he 
became Director of Operational 

; Requirements at the Air Ministry 
; for two years, before taking the 

1949 course at the Imperial Defence 
College. He became Air Officer 
Commanding No. 11 (Fighter) 
Group in January 1950, then Deputy 
Chief of Staff (Operations) at Head- 
quarters, Allied Air Forces Central 
Europe, followed by Assistant Chief 
of the Air Staff (Policy), and in 
August 1956 Air Officer Command- 
ing-in-Chief Fighter Command. 

Sir Thomas Pike 
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Spring 1964 Journal - Cranwell & Henlow Merger (3)



Spring 1964 Journal - Head Batman ‘Jimmy’ Green



March 1957 - Fifth Article (2)



July 1968 journal - Management Training (1)



July 1968 journal - Management Training (2)



January 1969 Journal - Battle of Britain Film (1)



January 1969 Journal - Battle of Britain Film (2)
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January 1969 Journal - Battle of Britain Film (4)



July 1969 Journal - The College in January



ACM Sir Arthur Longmore - A Memorial Tribute



1974 - DGST (1)



1974 - DGST (2)
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1974 - DGST (5)



1977 - Tributes to MRAF Sir Andrew Humphrey (1) 



1977 - Tributes to MRAF Sir Andrew Humphrey (2) 



1977 - Tributes to MRAF Sir Andrew Humphrey (3) 



20th Commandant - AVM David  Harcourt-Smith 



1978 Journal Article - Single Gate IOT (1) 



1978 Journal Article - Single Gate IOT (2) 



21st Commandant - AVM ‘Bernie’ Brownlow



1980 - SERE  



23rd Commandant - AVM Eric Macey


