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John Noel DOWLAND-RYAN GC

Squadron Leader
John Noel DOWLAND-RYAN

69 Sqn
(b. 06/11/1914 Lewisham.

d. 13/01/1942 Malta.)

GC ACTION

On 11 Feb 40, the SS Kildare was 
hit by two bombs. One exploded in 
the grain cargo, which shifted, 
causing the ship to list heavily; the 
other lodged in the after deck 
cabin, but did not explode. The 
ship limped into Immingham Dock. 

Dowland-Ryan, with Armament 
Instructor Leonard Harrison GC, 
fitted a voltmeter to drain the 
electric charge. The locking rings 
were removed and the defused 
bomb was lowered into a truck for 
further examination.

I n J u n 4 0 , D o w l a n d - R y a n 
performed a similar feat of bravery 
with the same efficiency and 
promptitude on board a trawler.

He was killed in action near Malta 
in January 1942.
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