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INTRODUCTION
The RAF College was officially closed for initial officer training on the day war broke out, 3 September 1939. On the same date, the 
Service Flying Training School (SFTS) was formed to deliver primary and advanced flying training throughout the war to aircrew from the 
RAF and a variety of allied nations. The SFTS ultimately became 17 FTS and, in March 1945, moved to Grantham. 19 FTS then assumed 
responsibility for flying training at Cranwell until 1947 when the College was formally re-opened for Officer training. It is a little known fact 
that the SFTS delivered some officer training, to assess whether aircrew should graduate with their wings as officer of SNCO aircrew.


It appears that members of the last two 19 FTS courses were given the option to complete a further 3 months officer training on what 
became 45 and 46 Flight Cadet Entries. 47 Entry turned out to be the first course of ab initio training for newly recruited flight cadets to 
be run at the RAF College since its closure in September 1939. Unlike designations pre-war, where entries were given the prefix of the 
month and year of intake (e.g. F20), the numbering of entries followed sequentially after 47 Entry regardless of the year of the intake until 
the final entry, 101 Entry, which graduated in 1973.


There were three intakes a year into the College until 1956, two a year until 1969 and one a year in 1969 and 1970. Following a 
recommendation from the respective Commandants, the RAF Technical College at Henlow and the RAF College were merged to deliver a 
common syllabus of basic training to officer cadets in the GD and Technical branches.


In December 1968, MoD announced that the RAF would in future recruit its direct-entry permanent officers from the Universities, 
recognising the impact of technical and social changes and the need for the RAF to change its pattern of training accordingly. 
Overlapping the training of 99, 100 and 101 cadet entries, the first intake of graduates commenced ‘GE’ training in January 1970. IOT for 
graduates would last approximately 3½ months and for pilots and engineers would be followed by specialist flying and technical training 
at the College, before graduation and, for pilots, the ‘wings’ ceremony 8 months later. Navigators would complete their specialist training 
and be awarded their wings at RAF Finningley, now Robin Hood airport. The GE system was also to host the first WRAF Officers ever to 
be trained at Cranwell, each destined for the Engineer, Secretarial or Supply Branches.


As the Secretarial and Supply Officers’ courses were much shorter than their flying and technical counterparts, Secretarial and Supply 
officers from a given intake would graduate with the pilots and engineers from the previous intake (e.g. 7GE S&S graduated with 6 GE 
pilot and engineers). Until 10GE, they were recruited on alternate, odd-numbered intakes (3, 5, 7, 9, etc) and be part of ‘A’ Squadron; 
pilots and engineers were recruited on ‘A’ and ‘B’ Squadrons; the remaining flight cadets (e.g. 100 squadron) were on ‘D’ Squadron; ‘C’ 
Squadron had been disbanded. The format of graduation changed again with 18 GE, some specialist prizes being awarded annually 
rather than by intake. In 1977, the Air Force Board decided to amalgamate all remaining OCTU training at Henlow with IOT at Cranwell 
under a scheme to be known as Single Gate Initial Officer Training (SGIOT). Though SGIOT was to become common parlance in the late 
70s, resulting in 34 GE onwards often being referred to as 34 IOT, et seq, full implementation of SGIOT was not completed until 1980.


This album contains graduation and, in most instances, ‘prize winner’ photos from each intake graduating between January 1948 till 
December 1979. The quality of some is poor, being reproductions of originals in a poor state when on displaying the College. 



1948 First Royal Visit since WWII

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pnKRkN47-kY


April 1949 Graduates - 46 Entry

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o_iLMbwEpak


April 1949 - 46 Entry Graduation Parade

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=foUHKSdU7Aw


July 1949 Graduates - 47 Entry 



December 1949 Graduates - 48 Entry 



April 1950 Graduates - 49 and 1 (E&S) Entries 



July/December 1950 Graduates (49/50E, 50/51E, 2 E&S)



1950 Graduates (51/52E, 52/53E, 3 E&S)



1951 3 E&S Entry Prizewinners & Graduation



1951 Prizewinners & Senior Term (52/53E)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hjtkj_nVjuc&feature=youtu.be


1951 - 4 E&S Wing Prizewinners and Graduation

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hjtkj_nVjuc&feature=youtu.be


1951 Prizewinners & Senior Term (53/54E)



1951 5 E&S Entry Prizewinners & Graduation



1952 Prizewinners & Senior Term (54/55E)



1952 6 E&S Entry Prizewinners & Graduation



1952 Prizewinners & Senior Term (55/56E)



1952 7 E&S Entry Prizewinners & Graduation



1952 Prizewinners & Senior Term (56/57E) 



1952 8 E&S Entry Prizewinners & Graduation



1953 Prizewinners & Senior Term (57/58E) 



1953 9 E&S Entry Prizewinners & Graduation



1953 Prizewinners & Senior Term (58/59E) 



1953 10 E&S Entry Prizewinners & Graduation



1953 Prizewinners & Senior Term (59/60E) 



1954 Prizewinners & Senior Term (58/60/61E) 



1954 Prizewinners & Senior Term (61/62E) 



1954 Prizewinners & Senior Term (62/63E) 



1955 Prizewinners & Senior Term (63/64E) 



1955 Prizewinners & Senior Term (64/65E) 



1955 Prizewinners & Senior Term (65/66E) 



1956 Prizewinners & Senior Term (67E) 

NOT YET FOUND



1956 Prizewinners & Senior Term (68E) 



1957 Prizewinners & Senior Term (68/69E) 



1957 Prizewinners & Senior Term (69/70E) 



1957 Prizewinners & Senior Term (70/71E) 



1958 Prizewinners & Senior Term (71/72E) 



1958 Prizewinners & Senior Term (73E) 



1958 Prizewinners & Senior Term (73/74E) 



1959 Prizewinners & Senior Term (74/75E) 



1959 Prizewinners & Senior Term (75/76E) 



1960 Prizewinners & Senior Term (76/77E) 



1960 Prizewinners & Senior Term (77/78E) 



1961 Prizewinners & Senior Term (78/79E) 



1961 Prizewinners & Senior Term (79/80E) 



1962 Prizewinners & Senior Term (80/81E) 



1962 Prizewinners & Senior Term (81/82E) 



1963 Prizewinners & Senior Term (82/83E) 



1963 Prizewinners & Senior Term (83/84E) 



1964 Prizewinners & Senior Term (84/85E) 



1964 Prizewinners & Senior Term (85/86E) 



1965 Prizewinners & Senior Term (86/87E) 



1965 Prizewinners & Senior Term (87/88E) 



1966 Prizewinners & Senior Term (88/89E) 



1967 Prizewinners & Senior Term (89/90E) 



1967 Prizewinners & Senior Term (90/91E) 



1967 Prizewinners & Senior Term (91/92E) 



1968 Prizewinners & Senior Term (92/93E) 



1968 Prizewinners & Senior Term (93/94E) 



1969 Prizewinners & Senior Term (94/95E) 



1969 Prizewinners & Senior Term (95/96E) 



1970 Prizewinners & Senior Term (96/97E) 

Inset



1970 Prizewinners & Senior Term (97/98E) 



1971 Prizewinners & Senior Term (98/99E) 



1971 Prizewinners & Graduates (1/70 & 2/70 GE S&S) 



1971 Prizewinners & Graduates (2/70 GE) 



1971 Prizewinners & Graduates (3/70 GE S&S) 



1972 Prizewinners & Senior Term (99/100E) 



1972 Prizewinners & Graduates (3 GE) 



1972 Prizewinners & Graduates (4 GE) 



1972 Prizewinners & Graduates (5 GE S&S) 



1972 Prizewinners & Graduates (5 GE) 



1972 Prizewinners & Graduates (6 GE) 

http://www.cranwellian-ian.com/graduate-video.html


1972 Prizewinners & Graduates (7 GE S&S) 



1972 Prizewinners & Graduates (7 GE) 



1973 Prizewinners & Senior Term (101E) 



1972 Prizewinners & Graduates (8 GE) 



1973 Prizewinners & Graduates (9 GE S&S) 



1973 Prizewinners & Graduates (9 GE) 



1973 Prizewinners & Graduates (10 GE S&S) 



1973 Prizewinners & Graduates (10 GE) 



1974 Prizewinners & Graduates (11 GE & 12 GE S&S) 



1973 Prizewinners & Graduates (12 GE) 



1974 Prizewinners & Graduates (14 & 15 GE S&S) 



1974 Prizewinners & Graduates (13 GE) 



1974 Prizewinners & Graduates (14 GE & 15 GE Sec) 



1974 Prizewinners & Graduates (15 GE & 17 GE Supply) 



1974 Prizewinners & Graduates (18 GE) 



1975 Prizewinners & Graduates (16 GE & 17 GE Sec) 



1975 Prizewinners & Graduates (19 GE) 
Kindly Donated by Dave & Kate Quick

Dave Quick
Receiving Wings



1975 Prizewinners & Graduates (20 GE) 



1975 Prizewinners & Graduates (17 GE & 18 GE Sec) 



1975 Prizewinners & Graduates (21 GE) 



1975 Prizewinners & Graduates (22 GE) 



1976 Prizewinners & Graduates (23 GE) 



1976 Prizewinners & Graduates (24 GE) 



1976 Prizewinners & Graduates (25 GE) 



1976 Prizewinners & Graduates (26 GE) 



1977 Prizewinners & Graduates (27 GE) 



1977 Graduates (28 GE) 



1977 Graduates (29 GE) 



1978 Graduates (30 GE & 30(R) GE) 



1978 Graduates (32 GE) 



1978 Graduates (33 GE) 



1979 Graduates (34 GE/IOT) 



Armstrong W Pilot

Allen SB Pilot

Bausor NT Pilot

Brownridge JP Pilot

Butterfield CT Pilot

Chatterton RJ Pilot

Durling RAR Pilot

Frost AM Pilot

Goodwin RA Pilot

Hallwood JQ Pilot

Kelly PJ Pilot

Lawless AA Pilot

Lennox GKF Pilot

Maloney JP Pilot

Murdoch MA Pilot

Payne T Pilot

Rae DJ Pilot

Smith SC Pilot

Southcott GP Pilot

Stockton JD Pilot

Swanson A Pilot

Wheeler TJ Pilot

Davys BA Navigator

Higginbottom RP Navigator

Lawer A Navigator

Moore KE Navigator

Daly MJ Sy (Regt)

1979 Graduates (35 GE/IOT) 



1979 Graduates (36 GE/IOT) 



1979 Graduates (37 GE/IOT) 



1979 Graduates (38 GE/IOT) 



1979 Graduates (39 GE/IOT) 



Attfield M Pilot

Biggs TWG Pilot

Bond GM Pilot

Bradley CG Pilot

Brunskill TJ Pilot

Chandler GC Pilot

Clarke PD Pilot

Cunningham CS Pilot

Daly PK Pilot

Dubieniec AP Pilot

Dyde SAJ Pilot

Edwards GD Pilot

Flood PJ Pilot

Fingley???? JN Pilot

Hocking MC Pilot

Hollingdale MD Pilot

Knight M Pilot

Leech JP Pilot

Mackay DWD Pilot

Maughan BD Pilot

Pitman GC Pilot

Robertson GW Pilot

Skillings MD Pilot

Sutton PR Pilot

Townsend-Smith MA Pilot

Underwood RJ Pilot

Underwood SC Pilot

Wakeman MA Pilot

Whitman IM Pilot

Wood JP Pilot

Carter SC Navigator

MacLeod IS Navigator

Humphries AC AEO

Arnold N ATC

Horne I ATC

Kiely CT ATC

Perry R ATC

Saunders RJ ATC

Russell W Photo Int

Cadogan CIG Engineer

Davidson MCF Engineer

Francis AD Engineer

Hounsell LJ Engineer

Meagher JK Engineer

Price-Walker CD Engineer

Richards RGH Engineer

Allen JD Supply

Laurent CLF Supply

Harding SJ Admin (Sec)

Hollin MA Admin (Sec)

Jermy GA Admin (Sec)

Kernaghan DE Admin (Sec)

Wtaerfield CJ Admin (Sec)

Archer TD Sy (Regt)

Higgs SM Sy (Regt)

Burton AJ Admin (Edn)

Lodge A Admin (Edn)

Newsome CP Admin (Sec)

Ogg D Admin (Sec)

MacKinnon RJN Sy (Prov)

Rayner JD Admin (Cat)

Turner DJ Admin (Cat)

Bridle ALM Admin (PEd)

1979 Graduates (40 GE/IOT) 


