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Preface
The Old Cranwellian Association (OCA) was formed on 14 July 1926, largely at the instigation of graduates who had recently 
undergone officer training at the RAF College. 


These ambitious young men were pioneers in every sense - military aviators in the making at a time when flight was still very much a 
perilous occupation; impressive young leaders, each of whom would go on to excel in their chosen profession; the high achievers who 
would become the very personification of the RAF’s core values of Respect, Integrity, Service and Excellence. Despite the rigorous and 
strictly disciplined training regime endured for two intensive years, they had developed such an affection for their alma mater that they 
felt highly motivated to sustain their unique camaraderie by forming an “association of officers” unique to the College - Cranwellians.  

A young Pilot Officer George Beamish - later to become a talented Irish and British Lions rugby international, the College’s 11th 
Commandant and a distinguished Air Marshal - wrote to the College Journal Editor alerting him to the growing consensus of recently 
graduated cadets advocating the formation of such an association. It seems young Beamish and his fellow alumni were pushing at an 
open door. Within twelve months the then Commandant, Air Commodore AE Borton, brokered an inaugural meeting which agreed the 
purpose and constitution of the OCA. Through the medium of the College Journal magazine - very much the social mouthpiece of the 
College and its alumni at that time and in the decades to come - the OCA recorded its progress on maintaining contact with and 
between College alumni. Though contributions to the Journal waned from the 1970s, as did the Journal itself in later years, the OCA 
continued to support College alumni and to hold well attended Annual Reunions that maintained the bond between retired and serving 
Cranwellians, and the cadets undergoing their officer training. In April 2015, reflecting that the College had established itself as the 
single point of entry for all RAF officers, the members adopted a new constitution establishing the Cranwellian Association (CA), as it 
was to be renamed, as a registered charity.


This album depicts the story of the formation and development of the OCA. It is both chronology and reference manual constructed in 
three distinct volumes, reflecting the evolving officer training schemes at the College. Taking extracts from successive issues of the 
RAF College Journal, this album charts the progress of alumni, their careers, their sporting achievements and pastimes, their domestic 
lives and ultimately their passing. Their personal, unrivalled contributions to historic events (e.g. record breaking flights, air races like 
the Schneider Trophy, overseas conflicts such as WWII and Korean wars, etc) are recognised in Journal extracts - “Old Cranwellian 
Notes” - that appeared in the majority of College Journals till 2016. We have added a few of the graduation photographs of the time, to 
help put faces to the more familiar Cranwellian names mentioned in the Journal extracts.


Researching the history of the OCA has not been easy. Much of what we have collated draws fundamentally on those “Old Cranwellian 
Notes” published in College Journals between 1925 to 2016 (not inclusive) and from information held on alumni in the College archives.  
The fact that we have been able to make any attempt at recording the OCA’s formative history is down very largely to the generosity of 
a number of alumni (e.g. AVM HW Heslop, Richard Hamilton, Graham Pitchfork and Mike Allistone) donating their personal copies of 
College Journals, and the incredible dedication and patience of Cranwellian Mike Smith (91 Entry) to convert these old Journals into 
FlipBooks available at http://www.cranwell-college.life/library/journals/libraryjournals-mobile.html. Watch out also for the embedded 
underlined hypertext links throughout that offer additional information on Cranwellians from other websites.
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Contents - Volume 3 1980-2026

In the main, the College Journal Extracts of “Old Cranwellian Notes” contain news on alumni postings, promotions, honours & awards, 
and marriages and deaths. Particularly in the pre-WWII years, when powered flight was still in its infancy, there were also some 
interesting references to other notable alumni achievements. To make this album a little easier to read and to assimilate information, we 
list here some of the headline features and later an index by decade. The slide numbers to the right of the list contain hypertext links 
that enable access direct to the relevant slides. Each slide offers a link back to this page. We are hopeful that more Journals will be 
donated, so for now this is very much a ‘living document’.
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Introduction - Volume 3 1980-2026
Whether intentional or not, the graduation of the final Flight Cadet intake - 101 Entry - from the RAF College in March 1973 seemed to 
herald a new ‘motivational’ significance to the production of the College Journal, most noticeably in terms of content and frequency of 
production, and, as important, as a prime communication medium for College alumni. The two, sometimes, three year Flight Cadet 
system had been replaced by a Graduate Entry (GE) scheme whose Phase 1 (Initial Officer Training - IOT) and Phase 2 (Specialist 
Branch training) courses were completed within 12 months for Pilots and Engineers, even sooner for Secretarial and Supply Branch 
offices. Navigators would complete their three month IOT phase with their Pilot/ Eng/Sec/Supply/Regt cohort, but move to Finningley - 
now Robin Hood Sheffield-Doncaster airport - for their Phase 2 training, graduating there.


This album’s editor, being a product of an early GE intake and having many friends and colleagues from the previous Flight Cadet era, 
believes this generated an unintended culture change in the training operation at the College. No longer were Directing Staff at the 
College responsible for academic, flying and officer training of younger ‘ex-schoolboys’, but they were confronted with allegedly more 
mature, often married university graduates in whom they were to instil military discipline and professional expertise in comparatively 
‘quick time’.


Whether or not this apparent culture change had any bearing on the production of a College Journal as the social medium to 
communicate with alumni, there is no doubt that the College was restructured and resourced differently to accommodate a significant 
change in training remit, curriculum and ethos. This was to be affected still further by the introduction of the Single Gate IOT (SGIOT) 
system - phased in between 1978 and 1980 - to replace the GE system and to train ex-university officer cadets and ex-airmen of all 
flying and ground branches at a much increased frequency - eight IOT graduations a year, of over 120 cadets rather than around 40, 
for over a decade - and in even quicker time. Comprising three terms of notionally six weeks, the modern age officer cadet of the IOT/
IOTC/SERE era would spend only the final term in the iconic College Hall Officers’ Mess (CHOM).


This editor believes that the consequential changes to the College Business and Training models, inherited from Henlow OCTU and 
driven by SGIOT, had a significant impact on College culture, and the IOT/IOTC/SERE cadet, to the extent that the former deep rooted 
feelings for ‘alma mater’ expressed by the flight cadets of Pre- and Post-WWII years were replaced by an overriding desire of the 
modern cadet to merely complete IOT, “ASAP”. Fundamentally, the bond forged over an intensive two year period between CHOM 
residents and their iconic residence, their domestic as well as spiritual home, had been broken. In the 1970s, CHOM had entered a 
new era; the College Journal now an annual publication appeared to lose its ‘driver’ and in 2014, but for a commemorative edition in 
2016, production ended. Even the OCA later reformed as the CA, to accommodate the changes at CHOM and the apparent relegation 
in need and status for an “association of officers”.


Paradoxically, in 2022, the RAF launched Galaxy, a ‘virtual’ on-line alumni network for all ranks, serving and retired. At the time of 
writing, it remains to be seen how the CA and Galaxy will co-exist and the aspirations of the OCA Founders sustained as the CA looks 
forward towards its own centennial on 14 July 2026.
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Over 1,900 Foreign Students from 59 Different Nations
Canada, Siam/Thailand and Persia/Iran show flags at the time cadets were trained.


The first international cadets in 1920 were from Siam and cadets from Thailand attended the College in 1957.

Similarly, cadets from Ceylon attended in 1953 and from Sri Lanka as recently as 2009.


There are a number of cadets (41) whose nationality we are unable to place at the moment.

International Cranwellians
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