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Prologue
If ever you are required to research something on the heritage of the RAF College - it 
could be looking up details of a relative who might have been trained at the College, or it 
could be a more complex review of specific trends throughout its 100 year history - 
inevitably you will be encouraged to explore the Library’s holding of College Journals. 

In addition to many other records held within the College and other, third party archives, 
these journals contain a wealth of information on the milestones, the events and the 
thinking that underpinned College operations. They are essential reading for anyone who 
wishes to gain an understanding of how the College evolved and took on the challenges 
that confronted the world’s oldest air training academy throughout its marvellous history. 

As its contribution to “College 100” - the celebration of 100 years of officer training at the 
RAF College -  the Cranwellian Historical Society created a suite of albums intended to 
capture RAF Cranwell’s heritage, one album for each year of the College’s existence and 
containing authentic extracts from the College Journals. 

One of six chapters that portray 100 selected topics - ‘memories’ per se - this album 
draws on chronological Journal extracts in an attempt to summarise life at the College 
throughout its history, from a variety of perspectives. They are extracts of the original 
articles in the Journals and so their accuracy is dependent on the authors of the day; the 
dates in each slide title indicate each article’s date of origin.   

We hope “College 100 Memories” gives you an enjoyable insight into life at the College 
between 1920 and 2010. Happy reading.



Memories that Symbolise College People in 100 Years

4.   Our First Loss (1922)
5.   Pioneer Graduates (1924) 
6.   College Personalities (6) (1925, 2012 & 2016)
12. Lord Trenchard (1930, 1985/6)
15. Tributes to AC Shaw (3) (1935/36 & 1949)
22. Harry Lager MBE (1951)
23. Obituaries (10) (1951, 1956, 1958, 1968 & 1971/7/8, 1982, 1983/4, 1986/7, 1997)
38. Frederick Henry Royce (1954)
41. Cadet’s Log Book (1921/22 & 1957)
43. Cadet Wing Officer (1957)
44. The Cranwell Navigator (1957)
46. The Original 3 Degrees (1962)
47. Whittle Articles (2) (1970, 1986-87)
54. They Also Serve…….. (2) (1970 & 1973)
60. Mr J Holt & Prodigies (8) (1982, 2006/7 & 2011/12/13/16)
67. Senior College Appointments (5) (2007, 2011/12/13/16)

To start any specific article: 
1. Click on the slide number shown in red on this page;  
2. To return to this contents page, click on ‘Return to Contents List’ at the bottom of each slide.



Autumn 1922 - Our First Loss4

Laid to Rest
St Peter’s Church
Cranwell VillageF21 Entry
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Autumn 1924 - Pioneer Graduates

Atcherley was educated at Oundle School and entered the RAF College 
in 1922. He was on A Squadron and finished as a Flight Cadet Sergeant. 
He graduated in 1924 and was awarded the RM Groves Prize.  

[His twin brother David Francis William Atcherley also applied to enter 
Cranwell, but was rejected on medical grounds. Instead, he entered the 
RMA Sandhurst and was commissioned into the East Lancashire 
Regiment. Subsequently, David transferred to the RAF in October 1929].  

On graduating from Cranwell, Richard had a distinguished career as a 
fighter pilot, flying instructor and test pilot. He was a member of the 
RAF’s Schneider Trophy team in 1929.  

In May 1940, he was Officer Commanding Air Element of the British 
Expeditionary Force in Norway, before assuming command of RAF Drem 
the following month. At Drem, he helped to develop the night landing 
system which subsequently became known as the Drem system.  

He was appointed Commandant of the RAF College in September 1945 
in the rank of Air Commodore, the first Cranwellian to hold the post. 

He subsequently became Chief of the Air Staff for the Royal Pakistani 
Air Force in 1949 and then Air Officer Commanding No. 12 Group in 
1951. He went on to be Head of the RAF Staff in Washington D. C. in 
1953 and Air Officer Commanding-in-Chief at Flying Training Command 
in 1955, before retiring in 1959. 

Born 12 January 1904. Died 18 April 1970.

Flight Lieutenant 
Henry Richard Danvers 

Waghorn
AFC 

Flight Cadet 1922-1924 
Winner of Schneider Trophy 1929

Participation was restricted to three aircraft per nation. 

British representatives, managed by A.H.Orlebar, were two 
Supermarine S.6s flown by Waghorn and Atcherley, and 
D'Arcy Creig's Supermarine S.5. Stainforth was in reserve 
with two Gloster Napier 6. 

Italy presented two Macchi M-67s flown by Lts Remo 
Cadringher and Giovani Monti, and one Macchi M-52 
flown by Tomasso Dal Molin. 

The winner was Flt Lt Henry Waghorn, completing the 350 
km race in 39 minutes 42 seconds, with an average speed of 
528.867 km/h.
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Spring 1925 - College Personalities (1)

Air Commodore George Robert Beamish (later Air Marshal 
Sir George Beamish) was Commandant from 1st January 
1949 until 31st July 1950.   

He had entered the College as a Flight Cadet in 1923 and 
was commissioned in 1924.  He flew with 100 Squadron and 
45 Squadron and during the Second world War, he served 
overseas in the Middle East, Crete and North Africa.   

He played rugby for Ireland and the British Lions.   

George was one of four brothers who served in the RAF.  
Cecil Beamish was a dentist who rose to the rank of Air 
Vice Marshal.  Victor Beamish was also a Cranwell Flight 
Cadet between September 1921 and August 1923; a rugby 
triallist for Ireland, he was killed in action on 28th March 
1942 in the rank of Group Captain (DSO*, DFC & AFC, Battle 
of Britain).  Third brother, Charles, also played for Ireland 
and the British Lions and retired as a Group Captain. 

George Beamish’s last appointments were as Air Officer 
Commanding-in-Chief at Transport Command in 1954 and 
Air Officer Commanding-in-Chief at Technical Training 
Command in 1955. In 1955, Beamish was appointed a 
Knight Commander of the Order of the Bath. 

Born 29 April 1905. Retired in 1958. Died 13 November 1967

Air Chief Marshal 
The Earl of Bandon  

DSO 
Flight Cadet 1923-1924 
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Spring 1925 - College Personalities (2)
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Spring 1925 - College Personalities (3)
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May 2012 - CWO’s Perspective (4) 

63 - The College Warrant Officer’s Perspective

As the College Warrant Officer (CWO), I feel privileged to be able to 
use this forum to address as many people as possible in an effort 

to increase the corporate image of the Royal Air Force College Cranwell, 
both from an airman’s perspective and from that of the CWO.  An officer 
once told me to always take an opportunity when it arrives as you never 
know when the chance may be offered again.  I have tried to remember 
that piece of advice but it is only later in life that I realise how good 
that advice was.  I often reflect on missed opportunities throughout my 
career.  There have been many reasons why I was unable to capitalise on 
advice given by others; but in my early years fewer opportunities were 
available because I wasn’t in the correct place or did not have the correct 
rank.  It can be argued of course that if I had really wanted to find the 
opportunities they would have presented themselves.  

As acting CWO, I believe I am in a privileged position; not only for 
becoming a Warrant Officer (WO), even though it is for a short period 
of time, but also to be at the College where I have the opportunity to 
shape tomorrow’s officers.  It is an opinion shared by all the staff here 
at the Officer and Aircrew Cadet Training Unit (OACTU), that the cadets 
must understand the important role they are about to undertake.  As an 
airman, I have always looked to an officer to be able to provide both the 
correct guidance and an example.  In recent times, whilst on Operations, 
some unfortunately have not provided that example as they feel it is not 
important.  I have spoken to some whilst in theatre who argue their point; 
they are paid to be an engineer or a pilot, or whatever their particular 
branch may be, but appear to forget that they are an officer first and 
should be proud of the status they hold.  One of my opening statements to 
the Officer Cadets when they arrive at Cranwell is that they should never 
underestimate the potential of changing the professional outlook of their 
subordinates by the way they behave and how important it is to provide 
an example in every area of military life, not just at work.

I received an email from WO Lister before he left for Afghanistan with 
reference to discipline and standards.  I appreciate that he didn’t actually 
write the statement but I thought it provided the impact that was required 
at OACTU.  It stated:

‘Enforcing regulations may be unpopular but it demands a 
degree of integrity and moral courage to enact; a’ walk on by’ 
culture is unforgivable in a disciplined Service.  It is expected 
that Joint and Single Service regulations are strictly enforced 
by Officers and Senior Non-Commissioned Officers and, in 
particular, that Junior Officers and Non-Commissioned Officers 
set an example regardless of their Service or Unit.  Ignorance and 
failure to enforce regulations is a failure of leadership and moral 
courage and can result in disciplinary action being taken against 
individuals who contravene or fail to uphold Service standards.’

I have had this statement mounted on boards and placed within 
every area of OACTU and I try to enforce its content where and when 
it is needed, to both cadets and staff.  It underpins everything that is 
written within Air Publication 1 (Ethos and Core Values of the Royal Air 
Force) and not to understand its true meaning not only devalues AP1, 
but undermines our ability as a military force, particularly as we need 
discipline and direction as well as the soft skills of managers and leaders.  
I can remember reading a paper from the Equipment Capability Manager 
(Deep Target Attack) back in 2004 which stated to the effect that by 
2020, as a military force we will be able to produce 10 x the effect, with 
50% less manpower at 30% of the cost of ownership.  Whilst I am not in 
a position to measure the effect, I am certainly feeling the effects of the 
other two parts of the statement.  This to me, means that the officers who 
graduate from the College must be capable of providing an example 
for their subordinates to follow in accordance with the RAF Leadership 
Centres’ attributes of a leader, with an effort to inspire the airmen and 
women under their command.  

Royal Air Force College Cranwell:  The College Warrant Officer’s Perspective
Warrant Officer C Mears, College Warrant Officer (CWO)

This is where I, as the CWO, do what I do.  I have used the expression ‘if 
you want a friend, buy a dog’ on a number of occasions since I have been 
in post as I have to say things that are not always popular.  I believe the 
position of CWO is to sit outside the bubble of both the staff and cadets 
and look at the College from a more strategic viewpoint; measuring 
cadet behaviour and critically analysing the results.  The part after 
that is to inform the Wing Commanders and, in consultation with the 
OACTU Executive Officers, produce a tweak here and there in an effort 
to improve our training.  This is at the same time as trying to ensure all 
Squadrons measure by the same standard.  That is harder than it appears 
as each Officer and Flight Sergeant is allowed an element of flexibility, 
through the principle of Mission Command, to deliver the OACTU mission 
statement which is to:.

‘Contribute to the operational effectiveness of the Royal Air Force 
by producing competent junior officers and non-commissioned 
aircrew capable of undertaking initial specialist training’.

Having been given the rank to do the job, I found the transition from 
Flight Sergeant to WO quite challenging in some respects.  Firstly, when 
patrolling the grounds I noticed how many people acknowledged me.  
Secondly, I noticed that my view point is given greater credibility.  I 
found this initially difficult as I felt under a greater amount of pressure.  
If I produce poor results here at the College, then my annual appraisal, 
quite rightly, would say, ‘when given the opportunity to fulfil the role of 
acting CWO, Mears wasn’t able to ……..’  If I was substantive in rank I would 
have had a greater level of confidence, knowing I was at least safe in my 
career and already promoted.  However, the RAF Leadership Centre states 
one of the attributes of a leader as having willingness to take risks.  I’ve 
heard an officer state ‘If you can’t take risk in the boardroom, it will be 
difficult to take risk on Operations’.  I have stolen that quote and used it 
on a few occasions.

A Wing Commander once gave me his philosophy on life as a leader and 
it is from within his words that I now understand the difference between 
taking a risk and a gamble.  ‘Be prepared for the risk not to pay off, and if 
it doesn’t, be prepared to be castigated for it.’  Everyone makes mistakes, 
it is the way we learn which sets us apart from the animal kingdom.  
Einstein stated, ‘insanity, is repeating the same thing time and time again 
and expecting a different result’.  It can be argued that the ability to take 
risk is different from willingness to take risk, but if you can’t learn from 
the mistakes, expect the trouble that follows.

I have almost completed my first year of an MBA which has opened my 
eyes to a different style of leadership and how academic knowledge has 
its place within the military.  It has broadened my horizons and I now 
use academic references to back up my foundation of an argument.  No 
longer is it because Mr Mears says so, which I based many of my previous 
decisions upon, Now I can quote an academic as a reference to back up 
my thought process.  

The ability to conduct deeper analysis has benefited the Service in ways 
other than for personal development.  I have greater confidence when 
discussing their Kings College studies with cadets.  I am clearly not in a 
position to discuss subject matter in detail, but I do enquire about which 
topic they are researching and have been known to give an abstract 
point of view to create a different angle on the subject.  A number of 
cadets have informed me how they have used our conversations as a 
foundation for their essays.  

A number of people are surprised I am doing this level of academic study, 
considering my lack of a personal academic background.  The College 
is a great place to broaden your mind and the ability to use the facilities 
College Hall has to offer again is also a privilege.  I have spent many an 
hour in the evening using the library as there are fewer distractions there 
compared to home.  The academic rigors have given me a new lease of 
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life and enhanced my capacity for growth in many different ways that are 
useful here.  ‘The most powerful tool any soldier carries is not his weapon 
but his mind’ (Patraeus).  I am now beginning to understand the benefits 
of that statement.

Having re-read this piece of work, I have noticed the number of times I 
have been offered advice from officers or used their quotes throughout my 
career.  It does prove one thing for sure; whatever training is delivered and 
at whatever level, the officer corps does provide our airmen and women 
with good advice and inspirational behaviour.  But, like the ‘outstanding’ 
OFSTED report recently received by the College, we should all be mindful 
of relaxing because we have been told we are good.  At OACTU I believe 
we are continuously looking for ways to improve our training in an effort 
to produce even better officers capable of handling the many diverse and 
varied problems life in the Service now gives it workforce.

I have enjoyed my experience as the CWO enormously and have strived 
for excellence in all areas.  It has given me an insight into a role in which 
I believe the incumbent requires fire in his belly and must be prepared 
not to sit back and allow time to pass by.  It is equally important that he is 
fanatical about producing the best possible standards in order to turn out 
the best possible officers for the agile and adaptable RAF, that being the 
challenge of today’s graduating Officer Cadet.  I hope I have conducted 
myself appropriately and have done the role proud.

Bibliography
Patraeus, David H. Beyond the Cloister.  The American Interest online 
July – August 2007 issue.
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THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN 
Research by Peter Symes

“Never in the field of human conflict was so much owed by so many to so few”  
– Winston Churchill 

Of the aircraft types they flew:
• 3 were on Defiants    
• 8 on Blenheims/Beaufighters
• 34 on Spitfires
• 39 on Hurricanes

In actions sustained (including friendly fire), but 
survived, 19 aircraft were cat 3 (write offs).

A total of 116 enemy aircraft were shot down:
• 11½  Do17s   
• 2½  Do215s   
• 12 He111s   
• 14½ Ju88s   
• 9½ Ju87s
• 46 Bf109s   
• 17½ Bf110s   
• 2½ Unidentified

B of B Fighter Aces2

• Brian Kingcome CBF (9-36B) on 92 Sqn had the 
highest tally with 7

• Aeneas MacDonell (9-32B)  OC 64 Sqn with 6½

With a tally of 6 each were:
• Harold Atkinson (9-37B) on 213 Sqn 
• Charles Davis (4-39B) on 238 Sqn 
• Peter Townsend (9-33B) OC 85 Sqn

After the Battle
Of the 64 survivors a further 19 (29.7%) ‘Cadets’ were 
killed in action later in the war.

2 5 or more kills (The highest scorer in the Battle was Sergeant J Frantisek on 303 
(Polish) Sqn with 17 credited kills. 

It is believed that 90 Flight Cadets took part in the 
Battle of Britain.  26 were killed in action, a mortality 
rate of  28.9%1.  They were responsible for shooting 
down 116 enemy aircraft.

By the outbreak of the Second World War some 1,094 
Flight Cadets from 43 Entries had passed out of the 
RAF College into the Royal Air Force.

Of that total 90 cadets from 29 of these 43 entries 
carried out at least one operational sortie in the Battle 
between 0001hrs on 1st July and 2359 hrs on 31st 
October 1940.

The Battle of Britain clasp to the 1939-45 Star was 
awarded on the basis of at least one authorised 
operational sortie with an eligible unit of the RAF 
during the period from 0001 hours on 10 July to 2359 
hours 31 October 1940.

As a result 88 Flight Cadets qualified for this 
recognition. They included:

• 2 Wing Commander Station Commanders who 
flew with their Squadrons,

• the Wing Commander Officer Commanding the 
Fighter Interception Unit (whose role developing 
airborne radar/night fighting became increasingly 
important as the night blitz intensified),

• 27 Squadron Commanders.

They were deployed:
On Squadrons in  11 Group: 41
  10 Group: 23
  12 Group: 14
  13 Group: 14  

        

1 In comparison the overall loss of life during the Battle by aircrew was significantly 
lower at 17.2%. 

Roll of Honour
S29 ANDREWS Lionel Vincent

S37 ATKINSON Harold Derrick

A38 BENSON Noel John Victor

S35 COX Philip Anthony Neville

S38 COX Alex Robert Temple

S31 BADGER John Vincent Clarence

J39 DALYELL-McKEAN Michael Hugh

A40 DAVEY John Arthur Joseph

J26 DEWAR John Scatliff

J36 DONALD Ian David Grahame

S29 DREW Peter Edward

S25 GRANNUM Clifton Winnington

S36 HANSON David Harry Wellsted

A38 HOGG Richard Malyard

J37 HOMER Michael Giles

S27 HOOD Hilary Richard Lionel

S31 JONES Norman Clifford

J38 JONES John Sinclair Bucknall

A39 LECKY John Gage

S35 LEE Richard Hugh Antony

J38 McKENZIE John Woffenden

J38 PHILLIPS Ian William

J33 SAWYER Henry Cecil

J38 SHEPLEY Douglas Clayton

J37 WAY Basil Hugh

J38 WILDBLOOD Timothy Seddon

J29 WILKINSON Rodney Levett

S29 WILLIAMS Cedric Watcyn

J38 WINGATE David Leslie

A38 WORSDELL Kenneth Wilson

*

* Roll of Honour opposite records 30 killed
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A CRANWELL FLIGHT CADET IN  
THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN

GP CAPT DOUGLAS ROBERT STUART BADER DSO* DFC*
By Hazel Crozier, College Curator

In the 75th anniversary year of the Battle of Britain, 
I thought it appropriate to highlight Cranwell’s 
arguably most famous Battle of Britain son - Gp 
Capt Sir Douglas Bader.  Of course, much can (and 
has) been written on Bader, but this is a snapshot of 
the interesting and unusual career of one particular 
officer.

Gp Capt Bader won a Prize Cadetship to the RAF 
College and joined as a Flight Cadet on “A” Flight 
on 6th September 1928.  While at Cranwell he was 
a member of the College rugby, shooting, cricket, 
athletics, boxing and hockey teams.  He graduated 
on 25th July 1930 having attained the Cadet rank 
of Under Officer.  Bader’s tutor was very astute as 
he wrote in the Flight Cadet character book that he 
would “Do well in a war situation, absolutely full out”.
On graduation Bader was posted to 23 Squadron, 
flying Gamecocks at RAF Kenley. In 1931, 
representing the squadron in the pairs aerobatic 
competition at the Hendon Air Display on December 
14th, he crashed a Bulldog at Woodley Aerodrome 
whilst performing a roll at a very low level.  He lost 
both legs, the right above the knee and the left below.  
Whilst he was in hospital, a nurse outside his room 
hushed everyone as “there was a boy dying in there”.  
On hearing this, his determination came to the fore 
as he was determined not to die.  After being fitted 
with artificial limbs, Bader remained in the RAF.  He 
was promoted to Flying Officer in 1932 but was most 
unhappy as he was not allowed to fly, and so retired 
from the RAF on account of ill health on 30th April 
1933.  Between the wars he worked for the Asiatic 
Petroleum Company which later became Shell.

With WW2 looming, Bader insisted on re-joining the 
RAF as a pilot.  Passing a flying test at Upavon on 18th 
October 1938, he was re-employed as a regular officer.

After a refresher course at Upavon, he joined 19 
Squadron flying Spitfire Mk Is at RAF Duxford on 7th 

February 1940.  In March 
he was promoted to Flight 
Lieutenant and posted as a 
Flight Commander to 222 
Squadron who were also 
based at RAF Duxford, 
flying Spitfire Mk Is.  
Throughout May and 
June, he flew Spitfire “D” 
in Sector Reconnaissance 
formations, and night 
flying sorties.  He scored 
his first victory when he shot down a Bf 109 near 
Dunkirk, and also shared in a probable He 111.  On 
23rd June 1940, he was assessed by his Commanding 
Officer as an “exceptional fighter pilot”. 
The next day he was posted to 242 Squadron as 
Acting Squadron Leader (which was not given to 
Bader as a substantive rank until 18th June 1941).  
242, a Canadian squadron flying Hurricanes from 
RAF Coltishall, had suffered heavy losses so morale 
was low and discipline lax when he took command.  
However, he was able to bring the squadron back 
to a good operational standard and on 11th July his 
logbook states that he “Attacked and destroyed one 
Dornier 17 off Cromer (Confirmed)”, and two days 
later “attempted interception of Heinkel.  Never saw it, 
investigated a cross country raid at Cromer”.  
During the Battle of Britain, Bader and 242 Squadron 
were heavily involved with formation flying and 
convoy patrols, many times flying two to three 
sorties in a day.  On August 21st, he destroyed 
another Do 17.  On 29th he noted in his logbook that 
he “intercepted Dornier 17 above cloud while flying 
alone.  Hit it but saw no result as he dived into cloud.  
Subsequently confirmed and crashed into the sea.”  The 
next day he wrote that the squadron “intercepted 100 
E/A (sic) with squadron.  Shot down 12.  Self two Me 
110s.”  Later the same day, the squadron 
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later “attempted interception of Heinkel.  Never saw it, 
investigated a cross country raid at Cromer”.  
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were heavily involved with formation flying and 
convoy patrols, many times flying two to three 
sorties in a day.  On August 21st, he destroyed 
another Do 17.  On 29th he noted in his logbook that 
he “intercepted Dornier 17 above cloud while flying 
alone.  Hit it but saw no result as he dived into cloud.  
Subsequently confirmed and crashed into the sea.”  The 
next day he wrote that the squadron “intercepted 100 
E/A (sic) with squadron.  Shot down 12.  Self two Me 
110s.”  Later the same day, the squadron 
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“met about 100 E/A (sic)…at 15,000ft just west 
of Enfield.  Was up sun and above them; dived 
the whole squadron into attack from above and 
behind…Squadron destroyed 12 EE (Sic) for loss of 
nine.  No bullet holes in any aeroplane”

For August 1940, Bader recorded 65 hrs 25 minutes 
in his logbook.

The next month, he destroyed two Me 110s, three 
Do17s shot down and a further two damaged, a 
Bf 109 and a Ju88 destroyed.  This score is hardly 
surprising as, on 6th September alone, Bader flew 
five sorties.  From 7th to 18th September he flew 
about three sorties per day.  

Gp Capt Bader was awarded the DSO on 14th 
September 1940.  The next day, which later became 
Battle of Britain day, he flew two trips with the 
Duxford Wing, whose total for the day was 52 + 8.  
Bader was one of the main exponents of the “Big 
Wing” tactic.  In the face of much opposition, he, and 
the 12 Group AOC (AVM Sir Trafford Leigh-Mallory) 
pushed through and used their idea of the “Big 
Wing” tactic; a formation of four squadrons meeting 
the Luftwaffe as a Wing.  As the month progressed, 
he was heavily involved in Fighter Command’s  now 
well-known “Big Wing” sorties.  One such action on 
18th September was described by Bader:

“Wing consisting of 242, 310, 301, 19, 611 caught 
large bomber formation south of estuary at about 
1730. We were at 20,000’ under 10/10ths.  E/A at 
18,000’.  Wing destroyed 30 + 6 probable and 2 
damaged. E/A numbered about 160-50. Personal 
score 1 JU 88, 1 Do 17.  No casualties in Squadron”

During the rest of the year, Bader continued to fly 
patrols, and was awarded the DFC on 12th December 
1940.  He noted in his logbook at the end of 1940:

“So ends 1940. Since I have had 242 Squadron 
(June) we have destroyed 67 E/A confirmed for the 
loss of 5 pilots killed in action and one killed diving 
out of cloud. The Squadron has been awarded one 
DSO and 9 DFCs”.

On 18th March 1941, he was promoted to acting Wing 
Commander and posted to RAF Tangmere.  Whilst 
there he flew offensive fighter sweeps, and his total 
victories included seven Bf 109s destroyed, seven Bf 

109s damaged, four probable Bf109s destroyed and 
he shared in the destruction of three Bf109s.  A bar 
to his DSO was gazetted on 15th July and a one to his 
DFC on 9th September 1941.

On August 9th 1941, Bader’s life took a new turn.  
Leading  the Wing in bomber escort duties to 
Bethune, he found himself alone and involved with 
several Bf 109s.  In the ensuing combat south of Le 
Touquet he claimed a Bf 109 destroyed and another 
probable, before he was shot down.  He baled out, 
without his right artificial leg, and was captured.  The 
German authorities sanctioned the RAF to fly out a 
replacement leg which was parachuted from an RAF 
aircraft.  After he was captured, Bader also met the 
famous Luftwaffe fighter ace, Adolf Galland.   As 
POW he made numerous escape attempts before 
finally being incarcerated in Colditz Castle where he 
stayed until his release on 14th April 1945. 
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IN MEMORIAM
We record with regret the passing of the following Cranwell Graduates or Cranwellians whose deaths were 
notified to us during the last year.

Air Cdre Tony Carver  Graduated 49C Entry 

Sqn Ldr Mike Doggart Graduated 95D Entry 

Sqn Ldr George England  Graduated 61A Entry 

Gp Capt Maurice Fenner  Graduated 49D Entry 

Sqn Ldr John Horsfall  Graduated 76C Entry 

Sqn Ldr Bill Howard  Graduated 77A Entry 

Gp Capt Richard Kidney  Graduated 70B Entry 

Gp Capt David Luck  Graduated 51A Entry 

Air Cdre Terence Morgan  Graduated 65C Entry 

Air Cdre Brian Sills  Graduated 69B Entry  

Gp Capt John Turner  Graduated 65A Entry 

Gp Capt ‘Tubby’ Vielle  Graduated 32 Entry  

Gp Capt Russ Williams  Graduated 79 Entry 

After rest and recuperation, Bader was posted to 
RAF Tangmere as a Group Captain to command 
the Fighter Leader’s School.  It was not a successful 
appointment, and soon he was given command of the 
North Weald Sector, from where he organised and 
led the Battle of Britain flypast in September 1945.

Gp Capt Bader retired from the RAF in July 1946, 
returning to his previous employment at Shell and 
becoming the managing director of the Shell Aircraft 
Fleet in 1952.  For his public service to the disabled, 
he was made a CBE in 1956 and was knighted in 
1976.  He died on 5th September 1982.

When Sir Douglas Bader’s name is mentioned, it 
engenders a mixed response.   Courage, bravery and 
determination he had in plenty, but set against this, 
both during the war and afterwards politically, he 
held and voiced many controversial views.  But love 
him or hate him, from the time he walked through 
the doors of the RAF College as a Flight Cadet, to his 
death in 1982, his achievements were many and he 
was a great inspiration to others. 
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nine.  No bullet holes in any aeroplane”
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well-known “Big Wing” sorties.  One such action on 
18th September was described by Bader:
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large bomber formation south of estuary at about 
1730. We were at 20,000’ under 10/10ths.  E/A at 
18,000’.  Wing destroyed 30 + 6 probable and 2 
damaged. E/A numbered about 160-50. Personal 
score 1 JU 88, 1 Do 17.  No casualties in Squadron”

During the rest of the year, Bader continued to fly 
patrols, and was awarded the DFC on 12th December 
1940.  He noted in his logbook at the end of 1940:

“So ends 1940. Since I have had 242 Squadron 
(June) we have destroyed 67 E/A confirmed for the 
loss of 5 pilots killed in action and one killed diving 
out of cloud. The Squadron has been awarded one 
DSO and 9 DFCs”.

On 18th March 1941, he was promoted to acting Wing 
Commander and posted to RAF Tangmere.  Whilst 
there he flew offensive fighter sweeps, and his total 
victories included seven Bf 109s destroyed, seven Bf 

109s damaged, four probable Bf109s destroyed and 
he shared in the destruction of three Bf109s.  A bar 
to his DSO was gazetted on 15th July and a one to his 
DFC on 9th September 1941.

On August 9th 1941, Bader’s life took a new turn.  
Leading  the Wing in bomber escort duties to 
Bethune, he found himself alone and involved with 
several Bf 109s.  In the ensuing combat south of Le 
Touquet he claimed a Bf 109 destroyed and another 
probable, before he was shot down.  He baled out, 
without his right artificial leg, and was captured.  The 
German authorities sanctioned the RAF to fly out a 
replacement leg which was parachuted from an RAF 
aircraft.  After he was captured, Bader also met the 
famous Luftwaffe fighter ace, Adolf Galland.   As 
POW he made numerous escape attempts before 
finally being incarcerated in Colditz Castle where he 
stayed until his release on 14th April 1945. 
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A CRANWELL FLIGHT CADET IN  
THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN

GP CAPT DOUGLAS ROBERT STUART BADER DSO* DFC*
By Hazel Crozier, College Curator

In the 75th anniversary year of the Battle of Britain, 
I thought it appropriate to highlight Cranwell’s 
arguably most famous Battle of Britain son - Gp 
Capt Sir Douglas Bader.  Of course, much can (and 
has) been written on Bader, but this is a snapshot of 
the interesting and unusual career of one particular 
officer.

Gp Capt Bader won a Prize Cadetship to the RAF 
College and joined as a Flight Cadet on “A” Flight 
on 6th September 1928.  While at Cranwell he was 
a member of the College rugby, shooting, cricket, 
athletics, boxing and hockey teams.  He graduated 
on 25th July 1930 having attained the Cadet rank 
of Under Officer.  Bader’s tutor was very astute as 
he wrote in the Flight Cadet character book that he 
would “Do well in a war situation, absolutely full out”.
On graduation Bader was posted to 23 Squadron, 
flying Gamecocks at RAF Kenley. In 1931, 
representing the squadron in the pairs aerobatic 
competition at the Hendon Air Display on December 
14th, he crashed a Bulldog at Woodley Aerodrome 
whilst performing a roll at a very low level.  He lost 
both legs, the right above the knee and the left below.  
Whilst he was in hospital, a nurse outside his room 
hushed everyone as “there was a boy dying in there”.  
On hearing this, his determination came to the fore 
as he was determined not to die.  After being fitted 
with artificial limbs, Bader remained in the RAF.  He 
was promoted to Flying Officer in 1932 but was most 
unhappy as he was not allowed to fly, and so retired 
from the RAF on account of ill health on 30th April 
1933.  Between the wars he worked for the Asiatic 
Petroleum Company which later became Shell.

With WW2 looming, Bader insisted on re-joining the 
RAF as a pilot.  Passing a flying test at Upavon on 18th 
October 1938, he was re-employed as a regular officer.

After a refresher course at Upavon, he joined 19 
Squadron flying Spitfire Mk Is at RAF Duxford on 7th 

February 1940.  In March 
he was promoted to Flight 
Lieutenant and posted as a 
Flight Commander to 222 
Squadron who were also 
based at RAF Duxford, 
flying Spitfire Mk Is.  
Throughout May and 
June, he flew Spitfire “D” 
in Sector Reconnaissance 
formations, and night 
flying sorties.  He scored 
his first victory when he shot down a Bf 109 near 
Dunkirk, and also shared in a probable He 111.  On 
23rd June 1940, he was assessed by his Commanding 
Officer as an “exceptional fighter pilot”. 
The next day he was posted to 242 Squadron as 
Acting Squadron Leader (which was not given to 
Bader as a substantive rank until 18th June 1941).  
242, a Canadian squadron flying Hurricanes from 
RAF Coltishall, had suffered heavy losses so morale 
was low and discipline lax when he took command.  
However, he was able to bring the squadron back 
to a good operational standard and on 11th July his 
logbook states that he “Attacked and destroyed one 
Dornier 17 off Cromer (Confirmed)”, and two days 
later “attempted interception of Heinkel.  Never saw it, 
investigated a cross country raid at Cromer”.  
During the Battle of Britain, Bader and 242 Squadron 
were heavily involved with formation flying and 
convoy patrols, many times flying two to three 
sorties in a day.  On August 21st, he destroyed 
another Do 17.  On 29th he noted in his logbook that 
he “intercepted Dornier 17 above cloud while flying 
alone.  Hit it but saw no result as he dived into cloud.  
Subsequently confirmed and crashed into the sea.”  The 
next day he wrote that the squadron “intercepted 100 
E/A (sic) with squadron.  Shot down 12.  Self two Me 
110s.”  Later the same day, the squadron Page 63
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 38  -  The Journal of The Royal Air Force College 

JACK HOLT MEMORIAL AWARD 
by Squadron Leader George Formby, Officer Commanding Military Skills Squadron OACTU

Sergeant Gareth Burton was posted to the Officer and 
Aircrew Cadet Training Unit where his outstanding 
qualities ensured he was an exceptional asset during 
the transition to the new Initial Officer Training course.  
Specially chosen to be an acting Flight Sergeant on C 
Squadron, he proved to be a highly professional SNCO 
developing an exemplary working relationship with the 
Squadron officers and cadets alike. 

During the busy transition as the new IOT course was 
implemented, he was instrumental in ensuring that all 
drill and ceremonial training was delivered in 
accordance with the exacting standards demanded 
by the College Warrant Officer. Additionally, he 
successfully ensured that the department’s new drill 
instructors all mastered the intricacies of the College 
drill programme very efficiently. An inspirational role 
model for young junior officers, he would frequently 
give up his time at weekends to support the training 
to ensure that the high standards of the RAF were 
maintained. 

Sergeant Burton has also carried out an exceptional 
amount of fundraising activities.  As the principal 
charities representative within Military Skills 
Squadron, he was responsible for several charity 
projects and also organised a charity all ranks social 
event for each IOT Squadron through the year.  In 

addition, he also represented RAFA at the London 
Marathon raising a significant amount of money. 
Sergeant Burton is a truly outstanding SNCO who 
exemplifies all the traits that OACTU aims to instil in 
its potential junior officers whilst demonstrating an 
outstanding level of commitment and enthusiasm for 
his duties at the RAF College.  In recognition of his 
qualities Sergeant Burton was awarded the 2006 
Jack Holt Memorial Award for the best performing 
Regiment SNCO at the Officer and Aircrew Cadet 
Training Unit. 

OLD CRANWELLIAN ASSOCIATION WEEKEND: 17 – 18 JUN 2006
A glorious summer weekend was the backdrop for the 
2006 reunion of the Old Cranwellian Association  
(OCA) at RAF College Cranwell. With perfect 
conditions promising a memorable afternoon of 
summer sports for Saturday’s competition between 
the College ‘select’ teams and the Old Cranwellians, 
spectators and competitors alike were not 
disappointed. If recent history was to repeat itself 
then the guile and wisdom of the Old Cranwellian 
‘senior’ team was surely to see off the rash and 
exuberant youth of the College ‘juniors’ via the 
gladiatorial arenas of golf, clay-pigeon shooting, 
cricket, croquet and squash. Beaten by 5 events to 1 
the previous year, the College superstars were keen 
to dish out the same punishment to the Old 
Cranwellian team that had previously dismissed the 
Royal Military Academy Sandhurst so efficiently in 
March. 

A victory of 4-2 to RAFC in the golf pairs gave the 
hosts an early confidence boost that was soon 
levelled by a dominating Old Cranwellian 
performance in the shoot that led to a victory for the 
Old Cranwellians 124-103. An entertaining display on 
the cricket pitch demonstrated that youth and 

Air Chief Marshal Sir Jock Kennedy presenting the  
Jack Holt Memorial Award to Sergeant Gareth Burton 
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)OLJKW�6HUJHDQW�'HDQ�%HWWV

Flight Sergeant Betts’ experience and effectiveness as a Dep 
)OW�&GU� KDV�EHHQ�H[HPSODU\��+LV� HQWKXVLDVP�DQG� LQQRYDWLRQ�

naturally inspire the cadets to embrace the importance of personal 
bearing, dress and most importantly command example.  Detailed 
knowledge of RAF Ceremonial procedures has made him a centre of 
gravity for the delivery of the high level of drill standards achieved on 
PDQ\�LPSRUWDQW�RI¿FLDO�RFFDVLRQV��VXFK�DV�DQ�H[WUHPHO\�VXFFHVVIXO�
Queens Review.  Cadets speak of his outstanding professionalism 
and fairness which is supported by a sense of infectious enjoyment 
and enthusiasm that encourages his students to always strive ‘to 
be the best’. 

+H�LV�H[WUHPHO\�SURDFWLYH�ZLWK�DQ�DEXQGDQFH�RI�FDSDFLW\��H[DPSOHV�
include the setting up of the Cranwell Sprint Triathlon series over the 
last 2 years.  Additionally, he instigated the ‘inter Sqn dash challenge’, 
that is conducted every 10 weeks and in aid of an OACTU charity.  
+LV�UHVROXWH�LQVWLOPHQW�RI�HWKRV�DQG�FDPDUDGHULH�DFURVV�WKH�HQWLUH�
FDGHW� ERG\�� WKURXJK� FRPSHWLWLRQ� DQG� FKDOOHQJH�� HSLWRPL]HV� WKH�
WHQDFLW\�DQG�¿JKWLQJ�VSLULW�ZH�UHTXLUH� IURP�RXU�FXUUHQW�DQG�IXWXUH�
leaders of the Royal Air Force.  A remarkable individual who is a 
real asset to the Royal Air Force College and indeed to the wider 
5R\DO�$LU�)RUFH��EH\RQG�GRXEW��D�ZRUWK\�UHFLSLHQW�RI�WKH�-DFN�+ROW�
Memorial award.
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H[WUDFXUULFXODU�DFWLYLWLHV�GLUHFWO\�OLQNHG�WR�,QLWLDO�2I¿FHU�7UDLQLQJ�DQG�SHUVRQDO�VWDQGLQJ�DQG�LQÀXHQFH�ZLWK�WKH�FDGHW�ERG\�

The Jack Holt Memorial Pace Stick- 34

Flight Sergeant Dean Betts receives the Jack Holt Memorial Pace Stick from Sir Jock Kennedy
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The Jack Holt Memorial Pace Stick For 2011

The Jack Holt Memorial Award is for the Senior Non-Commissioned Officer (SNCO) engaged in Initial Officer Training who has, by instruction and personal 
example, done most to instil into the cadets the qualities needed of an officer in the Royal Air Force.  The nominees are assessed for instructional skills, personal 
standards, extracurricular activities directly linked to Initial Officer Training and personal standing and influence across the entire officer cadet body.

The Jack Holt Memorial Pace Stick for 2011 is awarded to:
Flight Sergeant Eddie Partyka

Flight Sergeant Partyka’s experience and effectiveness as a Deputy 
Flight Commander has been outstanding, particularly during a 

period of unprecedented surge in course numbers.  His commitment 
and professionalism is of the highest standard, always motivating 
others - cadets and staff, alike - to ‘be the best’.  Flight Sergeant Partyka is 
selflessly committed to his work, running back-to-back courses from Main 
Squadron to Remedial Training.  Despite this he continuously volunteers 
for additional duties, such as No 1 Mess House Member, introducing 
initiatives that have directly enhanced the quality of life for cadets during 
their first term of training.  Flight Sergeant Partyka has utilised his glass 
engraving, photography and video editing skills to produce trophies 

and memorabilia that have influenced the ethos and camaraderie of the 
cadets across OACTU.  He has demonstrated excellence on C Squadron, 
quickly becoming the ‘senior Flight Sergeant’ and, on Delta Flight, greatly 
assisting failed cadets in achieving success through his highly effective 
coaching and mentoring skills.  As a result he has been selected to mentor 
the new Flight Sergeants for the first term of the next Initial Officer 
Training Course.  Flight Sergeant Partyka is an exemplary role model to 
cadets and the other OACTU staff, naturally inspiring a new generation 
of junior officers and instilling them with the highest sense of excellence, 
ethos and camaraderie.

Flight Sergeant Eddie Partyka receives the Jack Holt Memorial Pace Stick from Sir Jock Kennedy.

Jack Holt Memorial Pace Stick - 26
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The Jack Holt Memorial Pace Stick 2012 - 54

�

The Jack Holt Memorial Pace Stick is awarded annually, to the Senior Non-Commissioned Officer (SNCO) engaged in Initial Officer Training (IOT) 
who has, by instruction and personal example, done the most to instil into the cadets the qualities required of an Officer in the Royal Air Force. 
The nominees are assessed for instructional skills, personal standards, extracurricular activities directly linked to IOT, and personal standing and 
influence across the entire cadet cadre.

The Jack Holt Memorial Pace Stick 2012

Flight Sergeant Richard Bromell has been a consistent and trusted 
stalwart to B Sqn, Officer & Aircrew Cadet Training Unit (OACTU) 

and the Royal Air Force during the 3 years he has been in post. He has 
served variously as Deputy Flight Commander and Squadron Flight 
Sergeant, in support of cadets at IOT. He is meticulous with his conduct 
and appearance, and has become the epitome of how cadets should 
conduct themselves in striving for the excellence the RAF demands 
from its entire staff.

Not only has Flight Sergeant Bromell acted as the Squadron Flight 
Sergeant, he also regularly assists the College Warrant Officer with the 
varying and lengthy drill parades and practices, normally in preparation 
for upcoming cadet ceremonial duties that belie RAFC Cranwell. In 
addition, Flight Sergeant Bromell is not averse to aiding the Force 
Protection Training Squadron when they have staffing issues or require 
his expertise. He does not consider time nor weather as a constraint to 
anything he undertakes; he invests his personal time coaching cadets 
in all conditions, where their course programme allows, thus enabling 
maximum learning opportunity. Furthermore, on matters such as 

dress and deportment, standards and officer qualities, he excels when 
imparting the Ethos and Core Values that are synonymous to IOT.

His dedication to the Service is second to none, as he constantly strives 
to increase his situational awareness of the Royal Air Force and Force 
Protection matters – this ensures leadership exercises are relevant 
and realistic; he even role-plays when required. These regular selfless 
acts amplify self-efficacy, and demonstrate his drive to allow cadets a 
balanced transition to officer life in the Royal Air Force. His peers utilise 
his wealth of service knowledge as a sounding board when they need 
to resolve a policy issue, or require a succinct but factual answer. His 
firm but fair traits ensure he is also a valued role model to OACTU staff, 
and all who interact with him.

To conclude, Flight Sergeant Bromell is a diligent SNCO who always puts 
the cadets’ needs first; he develops and challenges them where possible 
and uses every opportunity to ensure they are fully prepared for service 
life by imparting his experience where appropriate. He fully deserves his 
plaudits, and the award of the Jack Holt Memorial Pace Stick.

Flight Sergeant Richard Bromell receives the Jack Holt Memorial Pace Stick from Sir Jock Kennedy.
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JACK HOLT MEMORIAL TROPHY 
Winner - Flight Sergeant Philip Holt

Flight Sergeant Philip Holt joined the Officer and 
Aircrew Cadet Training Unit in September 2012 
as Flight Sergeant Training Support Flight but was 
quickly re-tasked as a Deputy Flight Commander 
on C Flight, C Squadron. During his time on the 
Squadron he demonstrated outstanding commitment, 
professionalism and personal standards and, as a 
result, he was selected for the role of Flight Sergeant 
Standards in Training Development Squadron. The 
role is extremely challenging; the incumbent is the 
gatekeeper of the department’s training standards 
and is responsible for maintaining the integrity of 
training delivery, providing underpinning instructor 
support and ensuring compliance with the Defence 
Systems Approach to Training Quality Standard. Holt 
met the challenges of the post head on and quickly 
proved to be an exceptionally worthy incumbent. 
He was extremely proactive in ensuring his formal 
qualification as a Defence Trainer Supervisor to 
supplement his already robust credibility as an 
experienced and extremely competent instructor; 
moreover he used his enhanced skills and knowledge 
to develop departmental policies, procedures, 
documentation and support mechanisms in line with 
training best practice. His reputation as a firm but fair 
instructor, an outstanding SNCO and an individual 
with an iron integrity has stood him in good stead 
for the role but he has also 
worked hard to remove barriers 
to learning, building extremely 
effective working relationships 
with staff at all levels of the 
command chain and evolving 
the assurance process from 
simply a checks and balances 
approach to one of development 
and support. Out with his formal 
training assurance role, Holt 
regularly volunteers to provide 
peer mentoring and informal 
support to his fellow instructors 
and is viewed by his colleagues 
as the senior instructor, a hard 
earned but incredibly worthy 

status to have. Holt is currently also acting as Officer 
Commanding Assurance and Governance Flight, a 
post which has been gapped for a considerable period, 
and is doing his utmost to fulfil the responsibilities 
of a flight of four, a clear indication of his capacity, 
ability and commitment. Furthermore, as a result 
of his unquestionable standing in the department 
and his irreproachable standards, he operates as the 
Deputy College Warrant Officer, the most senior 
non-commissioned officer in the department, and 
subsequently holds a substantial degree of gravitas 
and influence even beyond that of his primary role. 
Out with the department, Holt is also responsible 
for an Officer and Aircrew Cadet Training Unit 
accommodation block, working tirelessly to 
maintain and improve the standard of living 
accommodation provided to our Officer Cadets, 
and is Deputy Officer in Charge of both the Royal 
Air Force Cranwell Cycling and Triathalon clubs, 
competing in associated sporting events in his own 
time. Flight Sergeant Holt’s worth to the department 
is immense. His professional abilities, personal 
standards and commitment to the Service combine 
to make him the epitome of a Royal Air Force Senior 
Non-Commissioned Officer and the absolute essence 
of our instructor cadre, and he is therefore highly 
recommended for the Jack Holt Memorial Trophy.

August 2016 - Mr J Holt & Prodiges (7)
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 4  -  The Journal of The Royal Air Force College 

ROYAL AIR FORCE CRANWELL 
SENIOR APPOINTMENTS 

COMMANDANT ROYAL AIR FORCE COLLEGE & DIRECTOR OF RECRUITMENT AND INITIAL TRAINING
(ROYAL AIR FORCE) 

Air Commodore R B Cunningham MBE ADC MA RAF 

CHIEF OF STAFF & DEPUTY COMMANDANT ROYAL AIR FORCE COLLEGE 
Group Captain M R Waring MA BSc FCIPD RAF 

GROUP CAPTAIN OFFICERS AND AIRCREW SELECTION CENTRE 
Group Captain T P McWilliams FRIN RAF 

GROUP CAPTAIN INSPECTORATE OF RECRUITING (ROYAL AIR FORCE) 
Group Captain M L Page Grad Dip MS RAF 

GROUP CAPTAIN OFFICER AND AIRCREW CADET TRAINING UNIT 
Group Captain I R W Stewart BSc RAF 

OFFICER COMMANDING ROYAL AIR FORCE CRANWELL & No 3 FLYING TRAINING SCHOOL 
Group Captain S P Townsend MA RAF 

COMMANDANT AIR CADETS 
Air Commodore G Moulds MBE RAF 

COMMANDANT CENTRAL FLYING SCHOOL 
Group Captain S P Ayres BSc RAF 

OFFICER COMMANDING ROYAL AIR FORCE LEADERSHIP CENTRE 
Group Captain J A Jupp OBE MA BA RAF 

CHIEF OF STAFF AIR CADETS 
Group Captain W M N Cross OBE RAF (Retd) 

OFFICER COMMANDING NO 1 ELEMENTARY FLYING TRAINING SCHOOL 
Group Captain P A Round MA BSc MRAeS RAF 

PRINCIPAL DENTAL OFFICER 
Group Captain D M McCarthy MSc BDS LDS DGDP MGDS RCS RAF 

ROYAL AIR FORCE COLLEGE DIARY 2007

16 Sep 2007 Battle of Britain Colour Sunday 
11 Nov 2007 Remembrance Sunday 

Inter-Collegiate Games
10 - 11 Mar 2007 Royal Military Academy Sandhurst (away). 
21 - 22 Apr 2007 Koninklijke Militaire Academie (Dutch Military Academy, away). 
22 - 23 Sep 2007 Brittannia Royal Naval College (away). 
13 - 14 Oct 2007 Offizierschule der Luftwaffe  (German Air Force Officer Academy, away). 

Old Cranwellian Reunion Weekend 
16 Jun 2007 Sporting Activities 
16 Jun 2007 Reunion Dinner at College Hall Officers Mess. Guest of Honour Viscount Hugh 

Trenchard of Wolfeton 
17 Jun 2007 Colour Sunday at St Michael’s and All Angels Church Cranwell.
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&RPPDQGDQW�5R\DO�$LU�)RUFH�&ROOHJH�DQG�'LUHFWRU�RI�
5HFUXLWPHQW�DQG�,QLWLDO�7UDLQLQJ��5R\DO�$LU�)RUFH�

Air Commodore Paul Oborn was 
born in Auckland, New Zealand 

and educated at Auckland Grammar 
6FKRRO���+H�ZDV�FRPPLVVLRQHG�LQWR�
the Royal Air Force in 1980 and, after 
��\HDUV�RI�RI¿FHU�DQG�À\LQJ�WUDLQLQJ�
gained his wings as a pilot on the 
&�����+HUFXOHV�DLUFUDIW���7KUXVW�LQWR�
the aftermath of the Falklands War, 
his operational experience over 2 
decades have seen him involved in 
humanitarian relief missions around 
the world as well as involvement in 
both Gulf Wars.  A Command pilot 
DQG�)OLJKW� ,QVWUXFWRU�ZLWK�RYHU��������À\LQJ�KRXUV��KH�ZDV�¿QDOO\�
ZUHVWOHG�IURP�WKH�ÀLJKW�GHFN�LQ������DQG�SRVWHG�WR�7RURQWR�WR�DWWHQG�
the Canadian Joint Command and Staff Course.  On his return to 
the UK in 1995, he was employed at Strike Command as a project 
RI¿FHU�IRU�WKH�LQWURGXFWLRQ�WR�6HUYLFH�RI�WKH�QHZ�+HUFXOHV�DLUFUDIW��
known as the C-130J.  

On promotion to Wing Commander, he returned to RAF Lyneham to 
command No. 24 Squadron.  Between 2000-03, he was the Personal 
6WDII�2I¿FHU� WR� WKH�&RPPDQGHU�LQ�&KLHI�6WULNH�&RPPDQG�EHIRUH�
¿QDOO\�UHWXUQLQJ�WR�KLV�µURRWV¶�DQG�WDNLQJ�FRPPDQG�RI�5$)�/\QHKDP�
LQ��������+H�JUDGXDWHG�IURP�WKH�5R\DO�&ROOHJH�RI�'HIHQFH�6WXGLHV�
in 2006 and was posted, on promotion to Air Commodore, to be the 
8.�$LU�&RPSRQHQW�&RPPDQGHU�LQ�$O�8GHLG�LQ�-DQXDU\��������+H�
ZDV�PDGH�&%(� LQ� WKH�1HZ�<HDUV�+RQRXUV�/LVW� LQ� -DQXDU\������
for his command of RAF Lyneham during a very busy operational 
SHULRG�ZKLFK�LQFOXGHG�WKH�ORVV�RI�+HUFXOHV�;9����DQG�KHU�FUHZ���2Q�
KLV�UHWXUQ�IURP�WKH�GHVHUW�KH�ZDV�SRVWHG�WR�+4���*URXS�DV�WKH�$LU�
2I¿FHU�$LU�7UDQVSRUW�DQG�$LU�WR�$LU�5HIXHOOLQJ�

Responsible for the safe delivery of the Airbridge into Afghanistan, 
KLV�GXWLHV�DOVR�LQFOXGHG�EHLQJ�'LUHFWRU�IRU�WKH�)XWXUH�%UL]H�1RUWRQ�
Programme, the closure and amalgamation of RAF Lyneham’s assets 
LQWR�D�VLQJOH�$7�$$5�KXE�DW�%UL]H�1RUWRQ��+H�WRRN�XS�KLV�FXUUHQW�UROH�
as Commandant RAF College Cranwell & Director of Recruitment 
and Initial Training (RAF) on the 3 June 2010.

Air Commodore Oborn is married to Sarah, a chartered surveyor and 
FRQVHUYDWLRQ�RI¿FHU��DQG�WKH\�KDYH�RQH�VRQ��1LFKRODV�

&KLHI�RI�6WDII�	�'HSXW\�&RPPDQGDQW�5R\DO�$LU�)RUFH�
&ROOHJH�&UDQZHOO

Group Captain Martin Killen 
graduated from St Andrews 

University in 1980 with a Bachelor 
of Science Degree in Physics and 
0DWKHPDWLFV��$IWHU� À\LQJ� WUDLQLQJ��
he served in a number of Royal 
Air Force squadrons in the air 
GHIHQFH�UROH�DQG�LQ�WUDLQLQJ��+H�KDV�
FRPPDQGHG�DW�ÀLJKW�DQG�VTXDGURQ�
level and has accumulated over 
4500 hours on Phantom F4K and 
)�0��+DZN�� DQG�7����DLUFUDIW��*S�

&DSW�.LOOHQ�ZDV�D�4XDOL¿HG�)O\LQJ�,QVWUXFWRU��4),��RQ�WKH�)��DQG�
WKH�+DZN��DQG�ZDV�DQ�,QVWUXFWRU�3LORW�RQ�WKH�7�����+H�VHUYHG�DV�
Sqn QFI on 56 (Fighter) Sqn and 74 (Fighter) Sqn, and as OC 
������)���)OLJKW�LQ�WKH�)DONODQG�,VODQGV��+LV�ODVW�À\LQJ�DSSRLQWPHQW�
was as Wing Commander Central Flying School where he was 
UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�DVVHVVLQJ�À\LQJ�LQVWUXFWLRQDO�VWDQGDUGV�LQ�WKH�5R\DO�
Navy, the British Army, the RAF, and foreign and commonwealth air 
arms by invitation. Staff appointments have included Personal Staff 
2I¿FHU�WR�$2&�7*��D�WRXU�RQ�WKH�$LU�6WDII�LQ�WKH�0LQLVWU\�RI�'HIHQFH��
+HDG�RI�$LU�&RPSRQHQW�DQG�'LYLVLRQ�'LUHFWRU�DW�WKH�-RLQW�6HUYLFHV�
Command and Staff College, and RAF Advisor to Commander Air 
University at Maxwell AFB, Alabama. Before taking up his current 
DSSRLQWPHQW�KH�FRPPDQGHG�WKH�2I¿FHU�DQG�$LUFUHZ�7UDLQLQJ�8QLW�
at the RAF College.

Gp Capt Killen is a graduate of the RAF Staff College, the Joint 
Services Command and Staff College, and the Air War College, and 
holds a Masters Degree in Strategic Studies.

+H�LV�3UHVLGHQW�RI�WKH�5$)�(TXLWDWLRQ�$VVRFLDWLRQ�DQG�KH�LV�D�%ULWLVK�
)HQFLQJ�$VVRFLDWLRQ�/HYHO���FRDFK��+H�SOD\V�UDFTXHW�EDOO��EDGO\���
sails (in light winds), and enjoys messing around on one ski on the 
ZDWHU�DQG�RQ�WZR�VNLV��SUHIHUDEO\��LQ�WKH�VQRZ��+H�LV�DFFRPSDQLHG�
by his wife Sheila, and children Matthew and Anna.

*URXS�&DSWDLQ�2I¿FHUV�DQG�$LUFUHZ�6HOHFWLRQ�&HQWUH

GURXS� &DSWDLQ� µ+DUU\¶� +\VORS�
served his first 2 tours as a 

Buccaneer navigator with 208 and 
12(B) Sqns at RAF Lossiemouth in 
the maritime strike attack role.  As 
a QWI with 12(B) Sqn, he served 
in Operation GRANBY (Gulf War 
���� �$� VWDII� WRXU�ZLWKLQ�+4����*S��
phasing out of service the Buccaneer 
and introduction of the Tornado 
GR1B, was followed by a Flight 
&RPPDQGHU�WRXU�À\LQJ�WKH�*5�%�RQ�
617 Squadron where he commanded 
the Squadron over Northern Iraq.  After a short tour as the air advisor 
WR� WKH�&*�RI�(8&20� �+HLGHOEHUJ�� DQG� -6&6&��D� WRXU� DW�3-+4�
followed, responsible for oversight of the ongoing Operations in the 
Middle East: an excellent precursor for 4 months as the DCFACC and 
'&%)�DW�,QFLUOLN��7XUNH\��DJDLQ�LQ�VXSSRUW�RI�1257+(51�:$7&+���
5HWXUQLQJ�WR�WKH�QHZO\�IRUPHG�8.�-)$&+4��KH�ZDV�LQYROYHG�ZLWK�
several Operations including PALLISER (Sierra Leone), MAGELLAN 
I and II (Balkans reinforcements and elections) and ENDURING 
FREEDOM (Afghanistan) before completing his tour as Chief Combat 
Operations within the CAOC for IRAQI FREEDOM (Gulf War 2); for 
ZKLFK�KH�ZDV�DZDUGHG�WKH�%URQ]H�6WDU�0HGDO���,Q�-XQH������*URXS�
&DSWDLQ�+\VORS�WRRN�FRPPDQG�RI����5��6TXDGURQ��UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�
DOO�5$)� UHDUFUHZ� WUDLQLQJ�� EHIRUH�PRYLQJ� WR�+4����7UJ��*URXS��
Innsworth, in January 2006 to oversee all multi-engine pilot and 
rearcrew training, and the Transition Team responsible for the 
introduction of MFTS.  In August 2007 he deployed to Baghdad as 
part of the Coalition Air Force Training Team, where he served as 
the Senior Advisor to the Iraqi Air Force and leader of the Coalition 
$LU�)RUFH�$GYLVRU\�7HDP�IRU�ZKLFK�KH�ZDV�DZDUGHG�D�IXUWKHU�%URQ]H�
Star Medal.  Returning to the UK in December 2007, Group Captain 
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Group Captain M F Killen 
BSc MA RAF

Air Commodore P N Oborn
CBE ADC RAF

Group Captain R M Hyslop 
RAF

Royal Air Force College Senior Appointments +\VORS�ZDV�DSSRLQWHG�'$&26�-��2SV�6SW�DW�3-+4��UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�
all J3 Air and Operational Support to UK forces deployed on ongoing 
Operations, principally in Iraq and Afghanistan, before taking up his 
FXUUHQW�DSSRLQWPHQW�RI�*URXS�&DSWDLQ�2I¿FHUV�DQG�$LUFUHZ�6HOHFWLRQ�
Centre in November 2009.

0DUULHG� WR�6XH�ZLWK� �� FKLOGUHQ��+DUU\� DQG� /XF\�*URXS�&DSWDLQ�
+\VORS�OLYHV�LQ�KLV�RZQ�KRXVH�LQ�.HWWHULQJ��1RUWKDPSWRQVKLUH���+H�
LV�D�NHHQ�JROIHU� ���+FS��ZKR�HQMR\V�DOO�VSRUW�� UHDGLQJ��JDUGHQLQJ�
and classical music.

*URXS�&DSWDLQ�,QVSHFWRUDWH�RI�5HFUXLWLQJ� 
�5R\DO�$LU�)RUFH�

Group Captain Tolfts joined 
the Royal Air Force in 1984 

as an Administrative (Secretarial) 
(now Personnel Branch) officer. 
+H� FRPSOHWHG� MXQLRU� RI¿FHU� WRXUV�
at a variety of locations including 
the RAF College Cranwell, RAF 
&RQLQJVE\�� 5$)� +HDGOH\� &RXUW�
DQG�5$)�+RQLQJWRQ��2Q�SURPRWLRQ�
to squadron leader in 1995, he was 
SRVWHG� WR�5$)�0DUKDP�DV�2I¿FHU�
Commanding Estate Management 
Squadron and was heavily involved 
in the planning for the rebasing of 

Tornado squadrons from RAF Bruggen. Following nearly 3 years 
at RAF Marham, the Royal Air Force Infrastructure Organisation 
beckoned where he was responsible for property management 
issues across half of the RAF. Group Captain Tolfts attended 
Number 4 Advanced Command and Staff Course in September 2000 
and was promoted wing commander in January 2001. Following 
completion of the course, during which he gained an MA in Defence 
Studies, Group Captain Tolfts was posted to the RAF’s Directorate 
of Corporate Communication in the Ministry of Defence where he 
was responsible for day to day news management, forging links with 
the national and international media and development of the RAF’s 
Corporate Communication Strategy. From January to May 2003, he 
ZDV�GHSOR\HG�WR�WKH�3HUPDQHQW�-RLQW�+HDGTXDUWHUV�DQG�WKHQ�WKH�
Gulf Region on Operation TELIC where he acted as SO1 Media Ops 
IRU�WKH�1DWLRQDO�&RQWLQJHQW�+HDGTXDUWHUV��+H�DVVXPHG�FRPPDQG�
RI�%DVH�6XSSRUW�:LQJ�DW�5$)�%UL]H�1RUWRQ� LQ�$XJXVW� �����DQG�
during his 2 years there he handled many repatriation ceremonies 
as well as developing the Station’s community facilities extensively. 
)ROORZLQJ����PRQWKV�DV�62��$��2SHUDWLRQV�DW�+HDGTXDUWHUV�$LU�
Command, Group Captain Tolfts assumed his current rank in May 
2007 and was appointed as DACOS Media and Communication - a 
return to his “media roots” - charged with the delivery of the RAF 
(QJDJHPHQW�6WUDWHJ\��+H�VWDUWHG�KLV�FXUUHQW�UROH�DV�*URXS�&DSWDLQ�
Recruiting in July 2010.

Group Captain Tolfts is married to Jo, a freelance consumer and 
¿QDQFLDO�MRXUQDOLVW��7KH\�KDYH�D�KRXVH�LQ�WKH�&RWVZROGV�ZLWK�WKHLU���
(rescue) dogs - Bob, a black Labrador and Benson, a Boxer cross 
English Bull Terrier - but also a house at RAF Cranwell. Group 
Captain Tolfts enjoys scuba diving, mountaineering and dining out 
as well as the enforced interest of trying to keep the garden under 
control.

Group Captain I R Tolfts 
OBE MA MCIPR RAF

*URXS�&DSWDLQ�2I¿FHU�	�$LUFUHZ�&DGHW�7UDLQLQJ�8QLW

Group Captain Jones was born 
and raised in Swansea and 

joined the RAF directly from school 
LQ�������)ROORZLQJ�RI¿FHU�DQG�À\LQJ�
training he joined 12 (B) Sqn in 
�����À\LQJ�WKH�%XFFDQHHU��,Q�������
after 2 Buccaneer tours, including 
FRPSOHWLQJ� WKH�4XDOL¿HG�:HDSRQV�
Instructor Course, he converted to 
the Tornado F3. Tours followed on 
both the Tornado and Buccaneer 
and to date he has accumulated 
�����À\LQJ�KRXUV���*S�&DSW�-RQHV�
XQGHUWRRN�À\LQJ�FRPPDQG�WRXUV�DV�
CO Falkland Islands Air Wing and in the dual role of Stn Cdr Mount 
3OHDVDQW�$LU¿HOG�&26�+4�%ULWLVK�)RUFHV�6RXWK�$WODQWLF�,VODQGV�

Group Captain Jones has completed ground tours at the former 
6WULNH�&RPPDQG�$LU�WR�$LU�0LVVLOH�(VWDEOLVKPHQW��1$72�$LU�+4�DW�
Ramstein, as DS on ACSC and at the Air Warfare Centre.

7KH�*URXS�&DSWDLQ� ÀHZ�RSHUDWLRQDOO\� RQ�2S�3XOVDWRU� �/HEDQRQ�
�������� DQG�'HVHUW� 6WRUP�6KLHOG� �,UDT���������� � +H� KDV� DOVR�
completed operational deployments in Kosovo, Afghanistan and 
the Falklands.

Group Captain Jones is married to Barbara and between them they 
KDYH�IRXU�FKLOGUHQ���+LV�KREELHV�DUH�FULFNHW��FRRNLQJ�DQG�SKRWRJUDSK\���
+H� DOVR� VSHQGV�PXFK� WLPH� FRQWHPSODWLQJ�ZK\� KH� KDV� VR�PDQ\�
children, when all he actually wanted out of life was a Ferrari.

Gp Capt Jones has just returned from a 1 year course at the USAF 
Air War College, where he was awarded a Masters in Strategic 
Studies.

'HDQ�RI�WKH�5R\DO�$LU�)RUFH�&ROOHJH

DU�-RHO�+D\ZDUG�WDXJKW�VWUDWHJ\�
and operational art at the 

Joint Services Command and 
Staff College before becoming, in 
1RYHPEHU� ������ WKH�+HDG� RI� WKH�
new Air Power Studies Division 
created by the Royal Air Force and 
.LQJ¶V�&ROOHJH�/RQGRQ��+H�DQG�KLV�
team of academics are based at 
the historic and prestigious Royal 
Air Force College, Cranwell, of 
which he was appointed the Dean 
in April 2007. Four months later he 
was also appointed a Director of 

the Royal Air Force Centre for Air Power Studies (RAF CAPS). Dr 
+D\ZDUG�LV�DGGLWLRQDOO\�D�PHPEHU�RI�WKH�&$6�$LU�3RZHU�:RUNVKRS��
a small working group of scholars and other theorists convened by 
WKH�&KLHI�RI�$LU�6WDII��5R\DO�$LU�)RUFH��+H�LV�DOVR�WKH�DFDGHPLF�OHDG��
and air power conceptual designer, of King’s new MA, Air Power in 
the Modern World (subject to validation), as well as a member of 
the Editorial Advisory Board of both the World War II Quarterly and 
the Air Power Review.

Dr Joel Hayward
ZDAF BA MA (Hons) PhD

Group Captain P J Jones 
MA RAF
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Following this Wg Cdr Lee was posted to the Directorate of Air 
Resources and Plans in MOD, before being promoted into the role 
of Gp Capt Air RP.  Gp Capt Lee assumed the post of OC No 1 
EFTS on 22 Oct 09.

Gp Capt Lee is married to Alison, a dentist and has 2 children, 
Jonathon 12, and Susannah 10.  They live in their own house in 
$PHUVKDP�� �+REELHV� LQFOXGH�PRWRUF\FOLQJ�� FODVVLF� FDUV�� VDLOLQJ�
(dinghy and offshore) and skiing.

2I¿FHU�&RPPDQGLQJ�5R\DO�$LU�)RUFH�&UDQZHOO�	� 
1R���)O\LQJ�7UDLQLQJ�6FKRRO

Group Captain Dave Waddington 
joined the Royal Air Force in 

-DQXDU\��������)ROORZLQJ�RI¿FHU�DQG�
pilot training, he joined the Tornado 
GR1 Force in 1988.  During his 
¿UVW�WRXU��ZLWK����6TXDGURQ�EDVHG�
at RAF Marham, he deployed 
to Op GRANBY as part of the 
UK’s contribution to the coalition 
operation to liberate Kuwait.  On 
the 19 January 1991 he was shot 
down over Iraq and became a 
prisoner of war, spending the next 
��ZHHNV�LQFDUFHUDWHG�LQ�%DJKGDG���$IWHU�UHWXUQLQJ�WR�À\LQJ�GXWLHV�
and completing his tour at Marham, he was selected to attend the 
4XDOL¿HG�:HDSRQV�,QVWUXFWRU�FRXUVH��EHLQJ�DZDUGHG�WKH�SUHVWLJLRXV�
Ferranti Quaiche as best student.  Thereafter he was posted as an 
instructor on the Tornado Weapons Conversion Unit.

,Q������KH�ZDV�SRVWHG�DV�WKH�¿UVW�HYHU�H[FKDQJH�RI¿FHU�RQ�WKH�0LUDJH�
����'�ZLWK�WKH�)UHQFK�$LU�)RUFH��EDVHG�DW�1DQF\���+H�UHWXUQHG�WR�
the Royal Air Force in September 1998 on promotion to Squadron 
/HDGHU�DQG�FRPSOHWHG�D�VKRUW�DSSRLQWPHQW�DV�WKH�IDVW�MHW�ÀLJKW�VDIHW\�
VSHFLDOLVW�LQ�02'�EHIRUH�EHLQJ�SRVWHG�DV�WKH�([HFXWLYH�2I¿FHU�WR�
���6TXDGURQ�DW�5$)�%UXJJHQ���+H�ZDV�VSHFL¿FDOO\�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�
overseeing the Squadron’s relocation to RAF Marham in 2001.  After 
a few months based at RAF Waddington as the tactics and weapons 
specialist he was selected for the Advanced Command and Staff 
College during which time he was promoted to Wing Commander 
and graduated with a Masters degree in Defence Studies.

+H�UHWXUQHG�WR�WKH�02'�DV�WKH�VWDII�RI¿FHU�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�HTXLSPHQW�
capability on in-service offensive support aircraft, most notably 
RYHUVHHLQJ�WKH�+DUULHU�*5��XSJUDGH�DQG�7RUQDGR�IXWXUH�FDSDELOLW\���
Thereafter he assumed command of IX (Bomber) Squadron in July 
2006 until October 2008, during which time he commanded the 
Squadron on two operational tours of the Gulf.

At the end of his command tour he was promoted to Group Captain 
DQG�UHWXUQHG�WR�WKH�02'�DV�WKH�$VVLVWDQW�+HDG�LQ�WKH�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�
3ROLF\�DQG�3ODQV�'LUHFWRUDWH�ZLWK�VSHFL¿F�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�IRU�WKH�1HDU�
and Middle East region.

Married to Claire, they have a son, Thomas and daughter Georgia.  
+H�LV�DQ�DYLG�DPDWHXU�JROIHU��NHHSV�¿W�E\�MRJJLQJ�YHU\�VORZO\�DQG�
watching Manchester United play football.

A former Senior Lecturer in Defence and Strategic Studies at the 
Centre for Defence Studies in New Zealand, his birth country, Dr 
+D\ZDUG�KDV�WDXJKW�LQ��RU�OHFWXUHG�WR��PDQ\�RI¿FHU�FDGHW�FROOHJHV�
DQG�FRPPDQG�DQG�VWDII�FROOHJHV�DURXQG�WKH�ZRUOG��+H�FRQWLQXHV�
to teach or advise on air power matters at military academies and 
colleges throughout Europe and beyond and is a regular speaker 
DW�DLU�SRZHU�FRQIHUHQFHV��+H�KROGV�IHOORZVKLSV�IURP�WKH�86$)�DQG�
the Federal Government of Germany. 

+H�KDV�ZULWWHQ�RU�HGLWHG�HLJKW�ERRNV�DQG�GR]HQV�RI�SHHU�UHYLHZHG�
academic articles, as well as countless newspaper pieces. While 
UHWDLQLQJ�KLV�SULPDU\�IRFXV�RQ�DLU�SRZHU��'U�+D\ZDUG�KDV�D�ZLGH�
ranging intellectual curiosity and nowadays gains greatest pleasure 
from researching and writing on the ethics of air power and the 
complex relationship between air power and ecology. Some of his 
works have been translated into German, Russian, Portuguese, 
Spanish and Serbian. 

'U�+D\ZDUG�LV�FXUUHQWO\�XQGHU�FRQWUDFW�ZLWK�&DPEULGJH�8QLYHUVLW\�
3UHVV� WR�DXWKRU�D�SLRQHHULQJ�QHZ�VWXG\��$Q�(FRORJLFDO�+LVWRU\�RI�
War: The Environment Consequences of Warfare from Antiquity to 
the Present.

,Q�0D\������WKUHH�RI�'U�+D\ZDUG¶V�HDUOLHU�DUWLFOHV�RQ�*HUPDQ�VWUDWHJ\�
DQG�RSHUDWLRQDO�DUW�ZHUH�FRQVLGHUHG�VXI¿FLHQWO\�PHULWRULRXV�WR�EH�
republished by eminent English historian Professor Jeremy Black in 
a volume of “seminal articles” on the Second World War.

8QXVXDOO\�IRU�D�VRFLDO�VFLHQWLVW��KH�LV�DOVR�DFWLYH�LQ�WKH�OLWHUDU\�DUWV��+H�
KDV�KDG�PXFK�SRHWU\�DQG�¿FWLRQ�SXEOLVKHG��LQFOXGLQJ�D�ERRN�RI�VKRUW�
stories and a book of poetry. Both garnered excellent reviews. 

2I¿FHU�&RPPDQGLQJ�1R��(OHPHQWDU\�)O\LQJ�7UDLQLQJ�
6FKRRO

Group Captain Lee began his 
À\LQJ�FDUHHU�RQ�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�

of Wales Air Sqn whilst studying 
for a Bachelor’s degree in Marine 
Biology and Oceanography at 
Bangor University in North Wales.  
$IWHU� FRPSOHWLQJ� À\LQJ� WUDLQLQJ� KH�
was posted to No 201 Sqn RAF 
Kinloss flying the Nimrod MR2.  
Catching the closing years of the 
Cold War, he was able to hone 
his anti-submarine warfare skill 
frequently on Soviet nuclear and 
conventional submarines.  During Gulf War 1 the Nimrod switched 
to an anti-surface role and Flt Lt Lee was the pilot in command of 
WKH�¿UVW�1LPURG�WR�SDWURO�WKH�3HUVLDQ�*XOI�

A CFS tour followed with a posting to the Tucano at RAF Cranwell, 
ZKHUH�)OW�/W�/HH�EHFDPH�DQ�$��ÀLJKW�FRPPDQGHU�DQG�WKH�8QLW�7HVW�
3LORW�� �5HWXUQLQJ�WR�WKH�IURQW� OLQH�)OW�/W�/HH�ÀHZ�DV�D�FDSWDLQ�DQG�
AAR pilot on No 206 Sqn RAF Kinloss on the Nimrod, before being 
SURPRWHG�LQWR�D�ÀLJKW�FRPPDQGHU�SRVLWLRQ�RQ�1R�����6TQ��ZKHUH�
KH�EHFDPH�DQ�$LUFUHZ�&KHFNLQJ�2I¿FHU�DQG�,5(�

$�JURXQG�SRVWLQJ� ¿QDOO\� DUULYHG�ZLWK� D� SRVWLQJ� WR�1R���*URXS�DW�
Northwood in the post of SO2 Nimrod.  A place on ACSC, an MA 
and promotion followed and in 2003 Wg Cdr Lee was appointed 
&RPPDQGLQJ�2I¿FHU� RI�1R���� �7KH�5R\DO��6TQ�DW�5$)�1RUWKROW�
ZKHUH��DOWKRXJK�VSHFLDOLVLQJ�LQ�WKH�%$H������KH�ZDV�DOVR�DEOH�WR�À\�
the BAe 146 and Twin Squirrel helicopter.

Group Captain Lee
BSc MA RAF

Group Captain D J Waddington
MA RAF
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the Jaguar Force.  An extended tour saw him promoted to become 
a Flt Cdr, and subsequently the ExecO on No41(F) Sqn.

During this period at Coltishall, Blake saw operational service in both 
,UDT��23�:$5'(1��DQG�%RVQLD��23�'(1<�)/,*+7��'(/,%(5$7(�
GUARD) in support of the respective No-Fly Zones imposed in both 
theatres.  Achieving some 180 operational sorties, he also deployed 
LQ�VXSSRUW�RI�WKH�+DUULHU�)RUFH�LQ�$XJ�6HS����GXULQJ�2S�'(/,%(5$7(�
)25&(���+H�VXEVHTXHQWO\�OHG�WKH�UHWXUQ�RI�WKH�-DJXDU�)RUFH�WR�WKH�
%RVQLDQ�WKHDWUH��YLFH�WKH�+DUULHU�)RUFH��LQ�HDUO\��������

A tour in the Aircraft Programmes and Airworthiness division of the 
Directorate of Air Operations followed where Blake was responsible 
IRU�DVVRFLDWHG�LVVXHV�ZLWK�WKH�-DJXDU��&DQEHUUD�DQG�+DZN�ÀHHWV���+H�
VXFFHVVIXOO\�FRPSOHWHG�1R���$&6&��WKH�¿UVW�DW�WKH�WKHQ�QHZ�-6&6&�
at Shrivenham, during 2000-1, gaining an MA in Defence Studies.  
Promotion and a relatively short tour as SO1 Jaguar/Canberra/Recce 
DW�+4�1R���*S�ZDV�IROORZHG�E\�D�¿QDO�WRXU�DW�&ROWLVKDOO��WKLV�WLPH�DV�
OC Operations Wg from Oct 2004 to Apr 2006, the last four months 
of which saw him act as the Stn Cdr and effectively supervise the 
FORVXUH�RI�&ROWLVKDOO�DV�D�À\LQJ�VWDWLRQ���+H�ZDV�SURPRWHG�WR�*URXS�
Captain in December 2006 to assume the post of DACOS A3 Ops 
DW�+4�$LU�&RPPDQG���2Q���2FW�������KH�DVVXPHG�KLV�FXUUHQW�SRVW�
as Commandant of the Central Flying School.

During his career, Blake has amassed almost 4000hrs, deploying 
ZLGHO\� RQ� ERWK� RSHUDWLRQV� DQG� H[HUFLVHV�� �+LV� LQWHUHVWV� LQFOXGH�
renovating and maintaining the garden of his home in Norfolk, social 
JROI�DQG�WU\LQJ�WR�NHHS�¿W�

2I¿FHU�&RPPDQGLQJ�5R\DO�$LU�)RUFH�/HDGHUVKLS�
&HQWUH

Group Captain Sagar joined the 
RAF as an aircraft technician 

in 1978 and was employed servicing 
9XOFDQ� DQG� +DUULHU� DLUFUDIW� LQ�
Lincolnshire and West Germany 
respectively.  Commissioned in 
1983 he has since enjoyed a full and 
diverse career in the administrative 
branch of the RAF dealing with 
recruitment, property management, 
+5�PDQDJHPHQW��SHUVRQQHO�SROLF\�
and, latterly, training. Immediately 
prior to his current appointment, 
he ran the Equality and Diversity 

Training Centre for the Joint Services and specialised in importing 
accelerated learning techniques to the course material in order to 
make it more engaging, memorable and more accessible to the 
students.  

+LV�FXUUHQW�SRVW�LV�DV�2&�*HQHULF�(GXFDWLRQ�DQG�7UDLQLQJ�FHQWUH�DW�
Cranwell, overseeing the introduction of the new Professional Military 
'HYHORSPHQW��$LU��SURJUDPPH��ZKLFK�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�ZLOO�SURYLGH�D�
coherent through career delivery of generic education and training 
to Royal Air Force personnel in order to enhance their agility and 
better understand the wider aspects of their Service.

Phil Sagar is married to Karen, they have 3 young children, and live 
in a small village on the banks of the River Avon near Tewkesbury.  
+H�LV�FXUUHQWO\�XQGHUWDNLQJ�D�SDUW�WLPH�0$�LQ�/HDGHUVKLS�6WXGLHV�
ZLWK�([HWHU�8QLYHUVLW\���+H�OLVWV�VDLOLQJ��SOD\LQJ�WKH�HOHFWULF�YLROLQ�DQG�
church bell ringing as his hobbies.

&RPPDQGDQW�$LU�&DGHW�2UJDQLVDWLRQ

Air Commodore Barbara Cooper 
was commissioned in the Royal 

$LU� )RUFH� LQ� �����DV� DQ�DLU� WUDI¿F�
FRQWURO� RI¿FHU�� )ROORZLQJ� KHU� ¿UVW�
tour at RAF Finningley in Yorkshire 
(during which she attained her 
private pilot’s licence), she was 
selected to become an instructor at 
WKH�PLOLWDU\�DLU�WUDI¿F�FRQWURO�VFKRRO�
at RAF Shawbury, Shropshire. She 
moved on to control at an Area 
Radar unit in East Anglia, where she 
completed her 7 year short service 
commission in 1985.

There followed a brief interlude out of uniform during which she 
JDLQHG� TXDOL¿FDWLRQV� LQ� SURSHUW\�PDQDJHPHQW��+RZHYHU�� KDYLQJ�
greatly missed Service life, in 1987 she regained her commission, 
this time choosing the Administrative Branch. There followed a 
number of personnel tours in Germany and the UK, including staff 
RI¿FHU� WR� WKH�&KLHI�RI� WKH�$LU�6WDII��%HWZHHQ������DQG������VKH�
commanded the administrative wing of RAF Lyneham in Wiltshire 
DQG�ZDV�DSSRLQWHG�DV�DQ�2I¿FHU�RI�WKH�2UGHU�RI�WKH�%ULWLVK�(PSLUH�
IRU�KHU�ZRUN�WKHUH��6KH�DWWHQGHG�WKH�¿UVW�$GYDQFHG�&RPPDQG�DQG�
Staff Course (ACSC 1) and returned in 2000 as Directing Staff on 
ACSC 4 and 5.  She left on promotion to group captain and assumed 
the role of Deputy Director Service Personnel Policy (Operations and 
Manning), which included responsibility for operational welfare and 
the UK’s Prisoner of War Information Bureau. In October 2003 she 
ZDV�UHFRJQLVHG�LQ�WKH�,UDT�2SHUDWLRQDO�+RQRXUV�/LVW�IRU�KHU�UROH�LQ�
support of the operation, as a Commander of the Order of the British 
Empire. In 2005 she assumed the appointment of Director Royal 
Air Force Division, within the Defence Academy at Shrivenham, 
Wiltshire. She was selected as a Member of the 2007 entry of the 
Royal College of Defence Studies, of which she completed 6 months 
before being posted on promotion to Air Commodore as Assistant 
&KLHI�RI�6WDII�0DQSRZHU�	�3HUVRQQHO�&DSDELOLW\�DW�+4�$LU�&RPPDQG��
Air Commodore Cooper assumed the appointment of Commandant 
Air Cadets on 1 June 2010.

Air Commodore Cooper is married to William, a happily retired Royal 
$LU�)RUFH�RI¿FHU��WKHLU�KRPH�LV�LQ�&LUHQFHVWHU��*ORXFHVWHUVKLUH��6LQFH�
�����VKH�KDV�HQMR\HG�WKH�UROH�RI�UHYLHZLQJ�RI¿FHU�DW�D�QXPEHU�RI�
Combined Cadet Force biennial inspections. She is President of the 
5$)�1HWEDOO�$VVRFLDWLRQ�DQG�WKH�5$)�7KHDWULFDO�$VVRFLDWLRQ��+HU�
interests include horticulture – she enjoys growing more vegetables 
than can be consumed by the family, is a recreational walker and 
cyclist, and will take any opportunity to visit the theatre.

&RPPDQGDQW�&HQWUDO�)O\LQJ�6FKRRO

Group Captain Simon Blake 
joined the Royal Air Force in 

March 1981.  Following the usual 
Fast Jet training route, he took the 
slightly longer than usual method of 
getting to the front-line, via a tour 
À\LQJ�&DQEHUUDV�LQ�WKH�(&0�WUJ�UROH�
with No 360 Sqn and a tour as a QFI 
at No 4 FTS at RAF Valley.  Following 
Jaguar training, he arrived on No 6 
Sqn at RAF Coltishall in Oct 1991 to 
commence a long association with 
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Group Captain S Blake
OBE MA RAF

Group Captain P J Sagar
MBE RAF

Air Commodore B Cooper
CBE RAF
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Royal Navy, the British Army, the RAF, and foreign and commonwealth 
air arms by invitation. Staff appointments have included Personal Staff 
Officer to AOC TG, a tour on the Air Staff in the Ministry of Defence, Head of 
Air Component and Division Director at the Joint Services Command and 
Staff College, and RAF Advisor to Commander Air University at Maxwell 
AFB, Alabama. Before taking up his current appointment he commanded 
the Officer and Aircrew Training Unit at the RAF College.

Gp Capt Killen is a graduate of the RAF Staff College, the Joint Services 
Command and Staff College, and the Air War College, and holds a Masters 
Degree in Strategic Studies.

He is President of the RAF Equitation Association and he is a British 
Fencing Association Level 2 coach. He plays racquet-ball (badly), sails (in 
light winds), and enjoys messing around on one ski on the water and on 
two skis (preferably) in the snow. He is accompanied by his wife Sheila, 
and children Matthew and Anna.

Group Captain Officers and Aircrew Selection Centre

Group Captain ‘Harry’ Hyslop served his first 2 tours as a Buccaneer 
navigator with 208 and 12(B) Sqns at RAF Lossiemouth in the maritime 

strike attack role.  As a QWI with 12(B) Sqn, he served in Operation GRANBY 
(Gulf War 1).  A staff tour within HQ 18 Gp, phasing out of service the 
Buccaneer and introduction of the Tornado GR1B, was followed by a Flight 
Commander tour flying the GR1B on 617 Squadron where he commanded 
the Squadron over Northern Iraq.  After a short tour as the air advisor 
to the CG of EUCOM (Heidelberg) and JSCSC, a tour at PJHQ followed, 
responsible for oversight of the ongoing Operations in the Middle East: an 
excellent precursor for 4 months as the 
DCFACC and DCBF at Incirlik, Turkey, 
again in support of NORTHERN WATCH.  
Returning to the newly formed UK 
JFACHQ, he was involved with several 
Operations including PALLISER (Sierra 
Leone), MAGELLAN I and II (Balkans 
reinforcements and elections) and 
ENDURING FREEDOM (Afghanistan) 
before completing his tour as Chief 
Combat Operations within the CAOC 
for IRAQI FREEDOM (Gulf War 2); for 
which he was awarded the Bronze 
Star Medal.  In June 2003 Group Captain Hyslop took command of 55(R) 
Squadron, responsible for all RAF rearcrew training, before moving to HQ 
22(Trg) Group, Innsworth, in January 2006 to oversee all multi-engine 
pilot and rearcrew training, and the Transition Team responsible for the 
introduction of MFTS.  In August 2007 he deployed to Baghdad as part 
of the Coalition Air Force Training Team, where he served as the Senior 
Advisor to the Iraqi Air Force and leader of the Coalition Air Force Advisory 
Team for which he was awarded a further Bronze Star Medal.  Returning to 
the UK in December 2007, Group Captain Hyslop was appointed DACOS 
J3 Ops Spt at PJHQ, responsible for all J3 Air and Operational Support 
to UK forces deployed on ongoing Operations, principally in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, before taking up his current appointment of Group Captain 
Officers and Aircrew Selection Centre in November 2009.

Married to Sue with 2 children, Harry and Lucy, Group Captain Hyslop lives 
in his own house in Kettering, Northamptonshire.  He is a keen golfer (7 
Hcp) who enjoys all sport, reading, gardening and classical music.

Group Captain M F Killen 
BSc MA RAF

Air Commodore P N Oborn
CBE ADC RAF

Group Captain R M Hyslop 
RAF

Royal Air Force College Senior Appointments

Commandant Royal Air Force College and Director of 
Recruitment and Initial Training (Royal Air Force)

Air Commodore Paul Oborn was 
born in Auckland, New Zealand 

and educated at Auckland Grammar 
School.  He was commissioned into 
the Royal Air Force in 1980 and, after 
2 years of officer and flying training 
gained his wings as a pilot on the 
C-130 Hercules aircraft.  Thrust into 
the aftermath of the Falklands War, 
his operational experience over 2 
decades have seen him involved in 
humanitarian relief missions around 
the world as well as involvement in 
both Gulf Wars.  A Command pilot and 
Flight Instructor with over 5, 000 flying hours, he was finally wrestled from 
the flight deck in 1994 and posted to Toronto to attend the Canadian 
Joint Command and Staff Course.  On his return to the UK in 1995, he was 
employed at Strike Command as a project officer for the introduction to 
Service of the new Hercules aircraft, known as the C-130J.  

On promotion to Wing Commander, he returned to RAF Lyneham to 
command No. 24 Squadron.  Between 2000-03, he was the Personal 
Staff Officer to the Commander-in-Chief Strike Command before finally 
returning to his ‘roots’ and taking command of RAF Lyneham in 2003.  He 
graduated from the Royal College of Defence Studies in 2006 and was 
posted, on promotion to Air Commodore, to be the UK Air Component 
Commander in Al Udeid in January 2007.  He was made CBE in the New 
Years Honours List in January 2007 for his command of RAF Lyneham 
during a very busy operational period which included the loss of Hercules 
XV179 and her crew.  On his return from the desert he was posted to HQ 
2 Group as the Air Officer Air Transport and Air-to-Air Refuelling.

Responsible for the safe delivery of the Airbridge into Afghanistan, 
his duties also included being Director for the Future Brize Norton 
Programme, the closure and amalgamation of RAF Lyneham’s assets 
into a single AT/AAR hub at Brize Norton. He took up his current role as 
Commandant RAF College Cranwell & Director of Recruitment and Initial 
Training (RAF) on the 3 June 2010.

Air Commodore Oborn is married to Sarah, a chartered surveyor and 
conservation officer, and they have one son, Nicholas.

Chief of Staff & Deputy Commandant Royal Air Force 
College Cranwell

Group Captain Martin Killen graduated from St Andrews University in 
1980 with a Bachelor of Science Degree in Physics and Mathematics. 

After flying training, he served in a number of Royal Air Force squadrons 
in the air defence role and in training. He has commanded at flight and 

squadron level and has accumulated 
over 4500 hours on Phantom F4K and 
F4M, Hawk, and T-38 aircraft. Gp Capt 
Killen was a Qualified Flying Instructor 
(QFI) on the F4 and the Hawk, and 
was an Instructor Pilot on the T-38. He 
served as Sqn QFI on 56 (Fighter) Sqn 
and 74 (Fighter) Sqn, and as OC 1435 
(F4) Flight in the Falkland Islands. His 
last flying appointment was as Wing 
Commander Central Flying School 
where he was responsible for assessing 
flying instructional standards in the 

The Group Captain flew operationally on Op Pulsator (Lebanon-1983/4) 
and Desert Storm/Shield (Iraq-1990/1).  He has also completed operational 
deployments in Kosovo, Afghanistan and the Falklands.

The Group Captain is married to Barbara and between them they have 
four children.  His hobbies are cricket, cooking and photography.  He also 
spends much time contemplating why he has so many children, when 
all he actually wanted out of life was a Ferrari.

Group Captain Jones has just returned from a 1 year course at the USAF 
Air War College, where he was awarded a Masters in Strategic Studies.

Officer Commanding No1 Elementary Flying Training 
School

Group Captain Lee began his flying 
career on the University of Wales 

Air Sqn whilst studying for a Bachelor’s 
degree in Marine Biology and 
Oceanography at Bangor University 
in North Wales.  After completing 
flying training he was posted to No 
201 Sqn RAF Kinloss flying the Nimrod 
MR2.  Catching the closing years of 
the Cold War, he was able to hone his 
anti-submarine warfare skill frequently 
on Soviet nuclear and conventional 
submarines.  During Gulf War 1 the 
Nimrod switched to an anti-surface role and Flt Lt Lee was the pilot in 
command of the first Nimrod to patrol the Persian Gulf.

A CFS tour followed with a posting to the Tucano at RAF Cranwell, 
where Flt Lt Lee became an A2 flight commander and the Unit Test Pilot.  
Returning to the front line Flt Lt Lee flew as a captain and AAR pilot on No 
206 Sqn RAF Kinloss on the Nimrod, before being promoted into a flight 
commander position on      No 120 Sqn, where he became an Aircrew 
Checking Officer and IRE.

A ground posting finally arrived with a posting to No 3 Group at 
Northwood in the post of SO2 Nimrod.  A place on ACSC, an MA and 
promotion followed and in 2003 Wg Cdr Lee was appointed Commanding 
Officer of No 32 (The Royal) Sqn at RAF Northolt where, although 
specialising in the BAe 125, he was also able to fly the BAe 146 and Twin 
Squirrel helicopter.

Following this Wing Commander Lee was posted to the Directorate of 
Air Resources and Plans in MOD, before being promoted into the role of 
Group Captain Air RP.  Group Captain Lee assumed the post of OC No 1 
EFTS on 22 Oct 09.

Group Captain Lee is married to Alison, a dentist and has 2 children, 
Jonathon and Susannah.  They live in their own house in Amersham.  
Hobbies include motorcycling, classic cars, sailing (dinghy and offshore) 
and skiing.

Commandant Air Cadet Organisation

Born in Canada, Air Commodore 
Barbara Cooper was commissioned 

in the Royal Air Force in 1978 as an air 
traffic control officer. Following her 
first tour at RAF Finningley in Yorkshire 
(during which she attained her private 
pilot’s licence), she was selected to 
become an instructor at the military air 
traffic control school at RAF Shawbury, 
Shropshire. She moved on to control at 
an Area Radar unit in East Anglia, where 
she completed her 7 year short service 
commission in 1985.

Group Captain Inspectorate of Recruiting (Royal Air Force)

Group Captain Tolfts joined the 
Royal Air Force in 1984 as an 

Administrative (Secretarial) (now 
Pe r s o n n e l  B ra n c h )  o f f i ce r.  H e 
completed junior officer tours at a 
variety of locations including the RAF 
College Cranwell, RAF Coningsby, RAF 
Headley Court and RAF Honington. 
On promotion to squadron leader in 
1995, he was posted to RAF Marham 
as O ff icer  Commanding Estate 
Management Squadron and was 
heavily involved in the planning for 
the rebasing of Tornado squadrons 

from RAF Bruggen. Following nearly 3 years at RAF Marham, the Royal 
Air Force Infrastructure Organisation beckoned where he was responsible 
for property management issues across half of the RAF. Group Captain 
Tolfts attended Number 4 Advanced Command and Staff Course in 
September 2000 and was promoted wing commander in January 
2001. Following completion of the course, during which he gained an 
MA in Defence Studies, Group Captain Tolfts was posted to the RAF’s 
Directorate of Corporate Communication in the Ministry of Defence 
where he was responsible for day to day news management, forging 
links with the national and international media and development of the 
RAF’s Corporate Communication Strategy. From January to May 2003, 
he was deployed to the Permanent Joint Headquarters and then the 
Gulf Region on Operation TELIC where he acted as SO1 Media Ops for 
the National Contingent Headquarters. He assumed command of Base 
Support Wing at RAF Brize Norton in August 2003 and during his 2 years 
there he handled many repatriation ceremonies as well as developing 
the Station’s community facilities extensively. Following 18 months as 
SO1 A1 Operations at Headquarters Air Command, Group Captain Tolfts 
assumed his current rank in May 2007 and was appointed as DACOS 
Media and Communication - a return to his “media roots” - charged with 
the delivery of the RAF Engagement Strategy. He started his current role 
as Group Captain Recruiting in July 2010.

Group Captain Tolfts is married to Jo, a freelance consumer and financial 
journalist. They have a house in the Cotswolds with their 2 (rescue) dogs 
- Bob, a black Labrador and Benson, a Boxer cross English Bull Terrier - but 
also a house at RAF Cranwell. Group Captain Tolfts enjoys scuba diving, 
mountaineering and dining out as well as the enforced interest of trying 
to keep the garden under control.

Group Captain Officer and Aircrew Cadet Training Unit

Group Captain Jones was born 
and raised in Swansea and joined 

the RAF directly from school in 1979. 
Following officer and flying training 
he joined 12 (B) Sqn in 1982 flying the 
Buccaneer. In 1987, after 2 Buccaneer 
tours, including completing the 
Qualified Weapons Instructor Course, 
he converted to the Tornado F3. 
Tours followed on both the Tornado 
and Buccaneer and to date he has 
accumulated 3500 flying hours.  Gp 
Capt Jones undertook flying command 
tours as CO Falkland Islands Air Wing 
and in the dual role of Stn Cdr Mount Pleasant Airfield/COS HQ British 
Forces South Atlantic Islands.

Group Captain Jones has completed ground tours at the former Strike 
Command Air to Air Missile Establishment, NATO Air HQ at Ramstein, as 
DS on ACSC and at the Air Warfare Centre.

Group Captain I R Tolfts 
OBE MA MCIPR RAF

Group Captain P J Jones MA RAF

Group Captain Lee
BSc MA RAF

Air Commodore B Cooper CBE RAF
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There followed a brief interlude out of uniform during which she gained 
qualifications in property management. However, having greatly missed 
Service life, in 1987 she regained her commission, this time choosing the 
Administrative Branch. There followed a number of personnel tours in 
Germany and the UK, including staff officer to the Chief of the Air Staff. 
Between 1998 and 2000 she commanded the administrative wing of 
RAF Lyneham in Wiltshire and was appointed as an Officer of the Order 
of the British Empire for her work there. She attended the first Advanced 
Command and Staff Course (ACSC 1) and returned in 2000 as Directing 
Staff on ACSC 4 and 5. She left on promotion to group captain and 
assumed the role of Deputy Director Service Personnel Policy (Operations 
and Manning), which included responsibility for operational welfare and 
the UK’s Prisoner of War Information Bureau. In October 2003 she was 
recognised in the Iraq Operational Honours List for her role in support 
of the operation, as a Commander of the Order of the British Empire. In 
2005 she assumed the appointment of Director Royal Air Force Division, 
within the Defence Academy at Shrivenham, Wiltshire. She was selected 
as a Member of the 2007 entry of the Royal College of Defence Studies, of 
which she completed 6 months before being posted on promotion to Air 
Commodore as Assistant Chief of Staff Manpower & Personnel Capability 
at HQ Air Command. Air Commodore Cooper assumed the appointment 
of Commandant Air Cadets on 1 June 2010.

Air Commodore Cooper is married to William, a happily retired Royal Air 
Force officer; their home is in Cirencester, Gloucestershire. Since 2003 she 
has enjoyed the role of reviewing officer at a number of Combined Cadet 
Force biennial inspections. She is President of the RAF Netball Association 
and the RAF Theatrical Association. Her interests include horticulture 
– she enjoys growing more vegetables than can be consumed by the 
family, is a recreational walker and cyclist, and will take any opportunity 
to visit the theatre.

Commandant Central Flying School

Group Captain Simon Blake joined 
the Royal Air Force in March 1981.  

Following the usual Fast Jet training 
route, he took the slightly longer than 
usual method of getting to the front-
line, via a tour flying Canberras in the 
ECM trg role with No 360 Sqn and a 
tour as a QFI at No 4 FTS at RAF Valley.  
Following Jaguar training, he arrived 
on No 6 Sqn at RAF Coltishall in Oct 
1991 to commence a long association 
with the Jaguar Force.  An extended 
tour saw him promoted to become a 
Flt Cdr, and subsequently the ExecO 
on No41(F) Sqn.

During this period at Coltishall, Blake saw operational service in both 
Iraq (OP WARDEN) and Bosnia (OP DENY FLIGHT, DELIBERATE GUARD) 
in support of the respective No-Fly Zones imposed in both theatres.  
Achieving some 180 operational sorties, he also deployed in support 
of the Harrier Force in Aug-Sep 95 during Op DELIBERATE FORCE;  He 
subsequently led the return of the Jaguar Force to the Bosnian theatre, 
vice the Harrier Force, in early 1997.  

A tour in the Aircraft Programmes and Airworthiness division of the 
Directorate of Air Operations followed where Blake was responsible 
for associated issues with the Jaguar, Canberra and Hawk fleets.  He 
successfully completed No 4 ACSC, the first at the then new JSCSC at 
Shrivenham, during 2000-1, gaining an MA in Defence Studies.  Promotion 
and a relatively short tour as SO1 Jaguar/Canberra/Recce at HQ No 1 
Gp was followed by a final tour at Coltishall, this time as OC Operations 
Wg from Oct 2004 to Apr 2006, the last four months of which saw him 
act as the Stn Cdr and effectively supervise the closure of Coltishall as a 
flying station.  He was promoted to Group Captain in December 2006 to 

assume the post of DACOS A3 Ops at HQ Air Command.  On 1 Oct 2009, he 
assumed his current post as Commandant of the Central Flying School.

During his career, Blake has amassed almost 4000hrs, deploying widely 
on both operations and exercises.  His interests include renovating and 
maintaining the garden of his home in Norfolk, social golf and trying 
to keep fit.

Officer Commanding Royal Air Force Generic Education 
and Training Centre (GETC)

Group Captain Sagar joined the RAF 
as an aircraft technician in 1978 

and was employed servicing Vulcan and 
Harrier aircraft in Lincolnshire and West 
Germany respectively.  Commissioned 
in 1983 he has enjoyed a full and 
diverse career in the administrative 
branch of the RAF dealing with 
recruitment, property management, 
HR management, personnel policy and, 
latterly, training.  Immediately prior to 
his current appointment, he ran the 
Equality and Diversity Training Centre 
for the Joint Services and specialised 
in importing accelerated learning techniques to the course material in 
order to make it more engaging, memorable and more accessible to 
the students.

His current post is as OC GETC at Cranwell, overseeing the introduction of 
the new Professional Military Development (Air) programme, which for 
the first time will provide a coherent through career delivery of generic 
education and training to RAF personnel in order to enhance their agility 
and better understand the wider aspects of their Service.

Phil Sagar is married to Karen, they have 3 young children, and live in 
a small village on the banks of the River Avon near Tewkesbury.  He is 
currently undertaking a part-time MA in Leadership Studies with Exeter 
University.  He lists sailing, playing the electric violin and church bell 
ringing as his hobbies.

Group Captain S Blake
OBE MA RAF

Group Captain P J Sagar
MBE RAF
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time he flew on combat support operations around the Balkans (Bosnia 
and Kosovo) and over Afghanistan in 2002 and Iraq in 2003.  

He has attended the one-year Advanced Command and Staff Course, 
gaining an MA in Defence Studies as part of the course, and worked twice 
at the Defence Procurement Agency and its replacement organisation 
(Defence Equipment & Support), including as Military Assistant to 
successively the Chief of Defence Procurement and the senior RAF 
engineering officer.  

He commanded the Ballistic Missile Early Warning Station at Royal Air 
Force Fylingdales for two years from January 2008 before working in 
the British Embassy, Kabul, for the UK National Contingent Commander 
in Afghanistan and returning to a UK-based role in the Development, 
Concepts and Doctrine Centre (the Ministry of Defence’s ‘think tank’). 

He was appointed Deputy Commandant of the Royal Air Force College, 
Cranwell, in September 2012.  Group Captain Hammond is from London 
and enjoys the theatres and other ‘bright lights’ of the capital; he is a 
keen follower of current affairs, and maintains his interest in military 
and political history. 

Group Captain Inspectorate of Recruiting (Royal Air Force)

Group Captain Ian Tolfts joined 
the Royal Air Force in 1984 

as an Administrative (Secretarial) 
(now Personnel Branch) officer. He 
completed junior officer tours at a 
variety of locations including the RAF 
College Cranwell, RAF Coningsby, RAF 
Headley Court and RAF Honington. 
On promotion to squadron leader in 
1995, he was posted to RAF Marham 
as Off icer Commanding Estate 
Management Squadron and was 
heavily involved in the planning for 
the rebasing of Tornado squadrons 
from RAF Bruggen. Following nearly 3 years at RAF Marham, the Royal 
Air Force Infrastructure Organisation beckoned where he was responsible 
for property management issues across half of the RAF. Group Captain 
Tolfts attended Number 4 Advanced Command and Staff Course in 
September 2000 and was promoted wing commander in January 
2001. Following completion of the course, during which he gained an 
MA in Defence Studies, Group Captain Tolfts was posted to the RAF’s 
Directorate of Corporate Communication in the Ministry of Defence 
where he was responsible for day to day news management, forging 
links with the national and international media and development of the 
RAF’s Corporate Communication Strategy. From January to May 2003, 
he was deployed to the Permanent Joint Headquarters and then the 
Gulf Region on Operation TELIC where he acted as SO1 Media Ops for 
the National Contingent Headquarters. He assumed command of Base 
Support Wing at RAF Brize Norton in August 2003 and during his 2 years 
there he handled many repatriation ceremonies as well as developing 
the Station’s community facilities extensively. Following 18 months as 
SO1 A1 Operations at Headquarters Air Command, Group Captain Tolfts 
assumed his current rank in May 2007 and was appointed as DACOS 
Media and Communication - a return to his “media roots” - charged with 
the delivery of the RAF Engagement Strategy. He started his current role 
as Group Captain Recruiting in July 2010.

Group Captain Tolfts is married to Jo, a freelance consumer and financial 
journalist. They have a house in the Cotswolds with their 2 (rescue) dogs 
- Bob, a black Labrador and Benson, a Boxer cross English Bull Terrier - but 

Commandant Royal Air Force College and Director of 
Recruitment and Initial Training (Royal Air Force)

Air Commodore Stubbs was born 
in Chester and educated in North 

Wales. As an active member of the Air 
Training Corps he was awarded a flying 
scholarship in 1979, and soon after 
commissioned into the Royal Air Force 
at Royal Air Force College Cranwell 
(IOT 49- Mar 1981). Following pilot 
training in Yorkshire and Shropshire 
he served on a number of operational 
Support Helicopter Squadrons in 
various conventional and specialist 
roles. These have included Jungle 
Warfare, Sensor Operations, Arctic and 

Mountain Warfare and Maritime Counter Terrorism with duties in the UK, 
Northern Ireland and the Balkans operating the Puma, Chinook Mk 1 and 
2, Gazelle and Merlin helicopters. He has enjoyed a variety of Command 
tours; early in his career, in the mid-1980s, he was Officer Commanding 
the Tactical Air Operations Cell in Belize and later he commanded No 
28 (Army Cooperation) Squadron, charged with introducing the Merlin 
Mk3 helicopter into Royal Air Force service. More recently he was 
privileged to command Royal Air Force Aldergrove as Commander of 
the Joint Helicopter Force (Northern Ireland). Concurrently he undertook 
representational duties as Senior Royal Air Force Officer Northern Ireland.

Air Commodore Stubbs has also served in a number of Staff tours. As a 
Squadron Leader he was appointed as the Specialist Support Helicopter 
Staff officer in HQ 1 Group, and subsequently attended the second Joint 
Advanced Command and Staff Course at Bracknell. He later undertook 
two tours in the Ministry of Defence in London. The first appointment, 
in Equipment Capability, involved managing Defence’s Strategic Reach 
Capabilities. The second, on promotion, was a tour in the Directorate or 
Targeting and Information Operations as an Assistant Director. Following 
Station Command, Air Commodore Stubbs became a member of the Royal 
College of Defence Studies prior to his most recent staff appointment 
in the Ministry of Defence as Head of Capability responsible for Special 
Projects, Chemical, Biological, Radiological and Nuclear Capability.

Air Commodore Stubbs was appointed Commandant of the Royal Air 
Force College Cranwell and Director of Recruiting and Initial Training 
(Royal Air Force) on 6 Mar 2012. He is married to Kath and they have two 
children, Jack and Emily, who are both currently reading for degrees at 
University. He is nearing completion on a self-build ‘New Home’ project 
and enjoys sailing, cycling, cross country skiing and, occasionally, golf. 

Chief of Staff & Deputy Commandant Royal Air Force College 
Cranwell

Group Captain Greg Hammond 
joined the Royal  Air  Force 

from Highgate School in 1984 on a 
University Cadetship to read History 
at King’s College London.  Following 
graduation, initial professional training 
and three ground tours, he converted 
to flying duties in 1994, operating 
as an E-3D (AWACS) mission crew 
member on Nos 8 and 23 Squadrons, 
and the Sentry Standards Unit, over a 
ten-year period (including a break for 
his first headquarters tour); during this 

�

Group Captain I R Tolfts 
OBE MA MCIPR RAF
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as the Group Captain Inspector of Recruiting for the RAF. On route to this 
hugely rewarding job, she undertook a wide range of management roles 
within the Service, including command of the Personnel Management 
Squadron at RAF Wittering, and the Administrative Wing at RAF 
Waddington. Dawn completed staff tours in Command Headquarters 
and in the MOD and was able to fly in a variety of RAF aircraft, including 
a low-level trip in a Jaguar on her 21st birthday and a flight in one of the 
Red Arrows to mark her departure from the Service.

Dawn opted to leave the RAF in 2006 as she didn’t want to live apart from 
her family. Repeated staff tours in MOD and Air Command beckoned and, 
having settled in Lincolnshire and stabilised the children’s education for 
the first time, she opted to leave and find employment closer to home but 
still linked to the Service. The opportunity to work for the RAF Association 
developing and managing a new RAF Families Federation was too good 
an opportunity to miss. She led the RAF Families Federation from its 
inception in 2007 until July 2012 and thoroughly enjoyed working in 
support of RAF families, maintaining links with her many friends and 
colleagues in the RAF.

Recently appointed as the new Comdt ACO, Dawn returns to uniform as 
a Full Time Reservist and is delighted to remain part of the RAF Family.

Dawn likes to keep fit and enjoys swimming and cycling and undertaking 
sponsored Challenges. She completed the Inca Trail in Peru in 2008 and 
a 420km Vietnam to Cambodia cycle in 2011. Married to Paul, a retired 
wing commander, and mother to Laura aged 17 and Peter aged 12, Dawn 
spends any spare time walking their 2 dogs around the local Lincolnshire 
countryside.

Commandant Central Flying School
Group Captain David Bentley joined 
the Royal Air Force in 1981 as a Halton 
Apprentice, graduating as an Airframe 
and Propulsion technician in 1984.  He 
was commissioned into the General 
Duties (Pilot) Branch in 1985 and 
posted to 14 Sqn, RAF Bruggen in 1988 
flying the Tornado GR1 in the ground 
attack role.  In 1991 he qualified as a 
Tactics Instructor on the Hawk at No 
1 Tactical Weapons Unit, RAF Brawdy; 
with the closure of Brawdy in 1992, he 
was posted to 74 Sqn, RAF Valley.  In 
1993 he successfully completed the 
Hawk Qualified Weapons Instructors Course, and in 1994 he was the RAF 
Valley Solo Hawk Display Pilot completing displays throughout the UK and 
Europe.  He returned to RAF Bruggen in 1995, flying the Tornado GR1 with 
IX Sqn in the ground attack and Suppression of Enemy Air Defence (SEAD) 
role.  Promoted to Squadron Leader in 1996 he undertook an operational 
tour as the Mission Director on Op NORTHERN WATCH at Incirlik Air 
Base in Turkey.  Following a Flight Commander tour on 31 Sqn, again at 
RAF Bruggen, he undertook a staff tour as the air-to-ground weapons 
specialist within the Air Warfare Centre at RAF Waddington.  Promoted 
to Wing Commander in Apr 01, he took command of the RAF’s Flying 
Training Development Wg at RAF Halton.  During that tour he deployed to 
Saudi Arabia in support of Op IRAQI FREEDOM where he was the Assistant 
Chief of Staff for UK Air Operations.  In Apr 04 he took command of 19(R) 
Sqn at RAF Valley, the RAF’s Tactical Weapons Unit flying the Hawk.  During 
his command he oversaw the tactics and weapons training for Indian Air 
Force pilots undertaking the highly successful Hawk India Interim Flying 
Training Programme at Valley.  Following a further operational tour as 
Chief of Staff Operations, HQ 83 Expeditionary Air Group at Al Udeid Air 
Base, Qatar he successfully undertook the Indian Defence Services Staff 
College at Wellington, graduating in May 2008.  Promoted to Group 
Captain he commanded the Operations Division of the Air Warfare Centre 

also a house at RAF Cranwell. Group Captain Tolfts enjoys scuba diving, 
mountaineering and dining out as well as the enforced interest of trying 
to keep the garden under control.

Officer Commanding No1 Elementary Flying Training 
School

Gp Capt John Cunningham joined 
the RAF as a University Cadet in 

July 1983 and attained a BSc(Hons) in 
Biochemistry at Leeds University. On 
graduation from initial pilot training, 
he was selected to become a Qualified 
Flying Instructor (QFI) and taught 
pilots for the next 2 years at RAF 
Church Fenton. On completion of 
fast-jet training, he was posted to the 
Tornado F3.

The next 5 years saw Flt Lt Cunningham 
deploying to I taly in support of 
Operation DENY FLIGHT, holding Quick Reaction Alert (QRA) in both 
the UK and the Falkland Islands, and selection as a Tornado F3 Instructor 
Pilot on 56(R) Sqn. He was promoted to Sqn Ldr in November 1998 and 
spent 2 years at RAF Leuchars as the Operations Flight Commander on 
43(F) Sqn. Highlights of this tour included flying operations in support of 
Op RESINATE(South) over Iraq, and deployment to Singapore in support 
of the 5-Powers Defence Agreement.

His first staff tour was at HQ 1 Gp where he was responsible for honing 
the introduction-to-Service plans for Eurofighter Typhoon.  In 2003, he 
attended the Joint Services Command and Staff Course, followed by a 
tour at the Joint Concepts and Doctrine Centre developing effects-based 
warfare and leading the Joint Campaign Development Estimates for 
future Defence capabilities. In March 2005, he spent 4 months as the 
Chief of Strategy in the Combined Air and Space Operations Centre in 
Al Udeid, Qatar. Wg Cdr Cunningham then took command of 1 FTS at 
RAF Linton-on-Ouse charged with delivering the RAF’s and RN’s future 
FJ pilots and navigators. In 2008, he joined Joint Force Headquarters as 
an Operations Liaison and Reconnaissance Team Leader, which included 
short-notice deployments to Uganda and Ethiopia in support of Defence 
strategic aims. In March 2010, Gp Capt Cunningham was posted to Camp 
Bastion Airfield, Afghanistan, as CO 903 Expeditionary Air Wing.  As the 
Airfield Operating Authority, he was responsible for operating the UK 
military’s most complex airfield (equivalent to Gatwick Airport) in a war 
zone. His last tour was as Gp Capt Typhoon at Air Command, responsible 
to AOC 1 Gp for the operational commitments, training, coherent delivery 
of future capability, force growth and display of Typhoon. He is married 
to Tara, who is the Sqn Ldr RAF Heritage Desk Officer at Air Command.  
They have 2 young children.

Commandant Air Cadet Organisation

Born in the Rhondda Valley, South 
Wales, Dawn left Wales at the 

tender age of 6 with her family and 
lived in Wigston Magna, near Leicester, 
and Kettering before leaving the family 
home to join the RAF. Dawn joined up at 
19 years of age for a 4-year Short Service 
Commission as an Administrative 
Secretarial Officer and left the RAF in 
2006 having completed 23 years.

Dawn enjoyed a varied career in the RAF 
which culminated in her appointment Air Commodore D McCafferty

RAFR
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where he was responsible for the provision of tactical advice to UK Air 
platforms, the delivery of Air Power and specialist Air Warfare training, 
and the tactical facilitation of UK Large Force Employment Air exercises.  
From Mar-Sep 2011 he commanded 904 Expeditionary Air Wing at 
Kandahar Airfield.  He has been selected to command the Central Flying 
School as of spring 2012.  

He has over 3,000 flying hours on fast jets, is a Qualified Weapons and 
Flying Instructor, and has conducted numerous operational flying 
deployments in the Middle East.  He is married to Wendy and they have 
2 children, Christian aged 9 years and Zara aged 7.  His interests include 
playing and watching most sports, reading and willing Arsenal FC to 
win a trophy!

Officer Commanding Royal Air Force Generic Education and 
Training Centre (GETC)

Group Captain Mark Bunting was 
born in Belfast in 1960 and was 

educated at Belfast Royal Academy.  
He read Physics and Electronics at the 
University of St Andrews, in Fife, before 
completing a Post Graduate Certificate 
in Education at Queen’s University, 
Belfast.

He joined the RAF in 1984 as an 
Education Officer in the Administration 
Branch, and was posted to RAF Cosford, 
in the West Midlands, as an instructor in 
Air Radar Techniques.  He transferred 
to the Engineer Branch in 1987 and his 
first engineering tour was at RAF Marham, as the Junior Engineering 
Officer on 617 Squadron – the ‘Dambusters’ Squadron – equipped with 
Tornado GR1s.  As part of this tour, he took part in the initial deployment 
of UK Forces to Tabuk, in north west Saudi Arabia as part of OP GRANBY.

On return from OP GRANBY and after a short tour at RAF Lossiemouth, 
he returned to RAF Cranwell to complete an MSc in Aerosystems 
Engineering.  On promotion to Squadron Leader, he then completed a 
tour at the Air Warfare Centre at RAF Waddington as the technical lead in 
a team that developed airborne Electronic Counter Measure techniques.

He returned to Scotland in 1996 as the Senior Engineering Officer on the 
Jaguar Operation Conversion Unit at RAF Lossiemouth, after which he 
completed a 4-month Out-Of-Area tour in Turkey at Incirlik Air Force Base.

On returning to the UK he completed the Advanced Command & Staff 
Course at the Joint Services Command and Staff College at Bracknell 
and then, on promotion to Wing Commander, completed a tour in the 
Defence Logistics Organisation in the Sentry (E-3D) Integrated Project 
Team based at RAF Wyton.  After 2 years in the IPT he was posted to RAF  
Kinloss as Officer Commanding Engineering and Supply Wing during 
the busy period of OP TELIC.  During his time at Kinloss he completed 
his Open University Masters of Business Administration.

Following his tour at Kinloss he returned to RAF Wyton to take post as 
SO1 Airworthiness Engineering Policy (Governance & Assurance) as part 
of Director General Logistics (Strike)’s Domain Support Team.  This was 
followed by a tour in MOD ‘Deep Centre’ as a member of the Capability 
Strategy team in the Directorate of Equipment Planning.  During this time 
he led the MOD co-ordination of all Urgent Operational Requirements 
for OP TELIC and OP HERRICK.

Promoted to Group Captain in April 2007, he became Director of the 
CAPS (Commodity Acquisition Procurement Strategy), followed by a 
secondment to DG Combat Air’s Outer Office as an airworthiness and 
safety advisor.  In July 2008 Bunting was posted to RAF Henlow, as lead 
OF5 for delivering CIS Urgent Operational Requirements to Theatre within 

the Service Operations element of ISS, DE&S.  In Sep 2012 he was posted 
to RAF Cranwell as OC Generic Education & Training Centre. 

Mark is married to Ann, manager of the Huntingdonshire Volunteer 
Centre and they have 3 children – Jamie (21, at Exeter University reading 
mechanical engineering), Andrew (18, Yr 13) and Sarah (16, Yr 11).  Both 
Mark and Ann are committed Christians and play an active part in the local 
Church community.  Mark is also a Council Member of the Soldiers’ and 
Airmen’s Scripture Readers Association (SASRA).  In his spare time Mark 
largely acts as taxi-driver to his children who take part in a bewildering 
variety of sporting and school activities.  When not taxi-driving, he is 
heavily involved in his local Methodist Church.  

Group Captain M Bunting BSc 
(Hons) MSc MBA CEng MIET RAF
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ROYAL AIR FORCE COLLEGE CRANWELL 
SENIOR APPOINTMENTS

COMMANDANT ROYAL AIR FORCE COLLEGE CRANWELL 
Air Commodore C J Luck MBE ADC RAF

COMMANDANT AIR CADET ORGANISATION 
Air Commodore D A McCafferty RAFR

DEPUTY COMMANDANT 
Group Captain G B T Hammond RAF 

COMMANDANT CENTRAL FLYING SCHOOL 
Group Captain J H Hunter BSc MA RAF

COMMANDANT No.3 FLYING TRAINING SCHOOL 
Group Captain A Coope OBE MA BEng RAF (Nov 15) 

Group Captain J D Milne DFC MA RAF (Dec 15)

COMMANDANT No.6 FLYING TRAINING SCHOOL 
Group Captain A Dickens OBE MA RAF

GROUP CAPTAIN RECRUITMENT & SELECTION 
Group Captain C C Coton MA RAF (Jul 15) 

Group Captain P R Sanger-Davies MVO MA BA (Hons) RAF (Aug 15)

OFFICER COMMANDING OFFICER & AIRCREW CADET TRAINING UNIT 
Wing Commander G Bettington BA MA MCIPD RAF (Pre-Mar 15) 

Wing Commander E J Keith BA RAF (Mar 15)

OFFICER COMMANDING OPERATIONS WING 
Wing Commander N Driscoll RAF 

OFFICER COMMANDING BASE SUPPORT WING 
Wing Commander E Middleton MA BSc RAF

CHIEF OF STAFF RAF COLLEGE HEADQUARTERS 
Wing Commander R W Barnes RAF

STAFF OFFICER PROTOCOL ENGAGEMENT CEREMONIAL & HERITAGE 
Wing Commander R J Willis BA (Hons) MCMI RAFR

COLLEGE BURSAR 
Mrs A B Sturtridge
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