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January 1970 - College Journal Article (1a)
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January 1970 - College Journal Article (1b)
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January 1970 - College Journal Article (1c)



Cranwellian Historical Society
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1980 - Another College Journal Article  
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Hosting the Engine for its Test Flight
By July 1936, initial stages of the Whittle engine manufacture had 
begun and the first runs took place on 12th April 1937. During the early 
stages, the engine speed increased so rapidly that the staff had to 
sprint for cover. This became such an issue that the project had to be 
relocated to a disused factory at Lutterworth, where the local police 
suspected the engineers of being IRA terrorists making a bomb! 
Progress was hampered throughout 1937 and 1938 through lack of 
funding, which meant that they often had to use old components 
rather than manufacturing new. As the results of the test improved, so 
did the Air Ministry's confidence in the project and this brought further 
Air Ministry funding.
Power Jets' first contract for a flight engine with BHT to power it came 
in July 1939, with Glosters providing the experimental aircraft; the 
E28/39. In 1940, the Air Ministry decided that Power Jets would 
become a research organisation only, with BTH and Rover sharing the 
engine production costs. The situation worsened for Sir Frank when 
both companies, eager to obtain an operational jet fighter, ignored him 
and authorised Glosters to produce the F9/40 which became the 
Gloster Meteor. They also approved alterations behind his back.

The E28/39 made its maiden flight at Cranwell on 15 May 1941. Fg 
Off Gerry Sayer flew it to a top speed of 370mph at 25,000ft over the 
next few days. After this, there was much interest from all of the 
major aircraft companies, including some in the USA. So much so 
that six months later they had more jet aircraft than Britain! This 
American interest led to Sir Frank being sent over there to assist 
with the development of his engine. The visit was beneficial to both 
Sir Frank and the UK; as the knowledge that Britain had technology 
of major significance improved relations between the two countries.

The Whittle W.IX engine was installed in 
WAOA1, which undertook taxi trials at 
Brockworth airfield, near Gloucester.


The Whittle IV.I engine was then installed and 
the aircraft was transported by road to RAF 
Cranwell for its first official flight.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YbIdmwRNA5M
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Gloster (W4041/G) -  Science Museum

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WBoyiM992e4
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Phillip Edward Gerald Sayer
OBE

Born 5 February 1905
Colchester, Essex, England

Disappeared 21 October 1942 (aged 37)
North Sea

Nationality British

Occupation Test pilot

Employer Gloster Aircraft Company

Known for Piloting the first flight of the first British jet 
aircraft

Spouse(s) May Violet Ellen Wallace-Smyth (m. 1929–
1942)

Parent(s) Wing Commander E. J. Sayer MC (father)

Military career

Allegiance  United Kingdom

Service/
branch

 Royal Air Force

Years of 
service

1924–1929

Rank Flying Officer

Sayer was transferred to the Reserve of Air Force Officers 
(Class A) on 2 March 1929, to become second test pilot with 
Hawker Aircraft, assistant to Group Captain P. W. S. (George) 
Bulman (who first flew the Hurricane on 6 November 1935).

In 1934, Hawker took over the Gloster Aircraft Company and 
Sayer was appointed chief test pilot in November 1934. On 2 
March 1937, Sayer relinquished his reserve commission on 
completion of service, and was permitted to retain his rank.

On 15 May 1941 at 7.45pm, he took off from RAF Cranwell, 
near Sleaford in Lincolnshire in the Gloster E.28/39 (W4041/G) 
powered by the W.1 engine and flew for 17 minutes, flying at 
over 500 miles per hour (800 km/h), impossible for other aircraft 
at the time in level flight. That Gloster aircraft has been in the 
Science Museum since 1946. A second aircraft of the same 
type (W4046/G) would be demonstrated to Winston Churchill 
on 17 April 1943, having first flown on 1 March 1943; it crashed 
in June 1943.

On 21 October 1942, Sayer departed from RAF Acklington in a 
Hawker Typhoon to carry out tests of a gunsight involving gun 
firing into Druridge Bay Ranges, accompanied by another 
Typhoon. Neither aircraft returned, and it was assumed that 
they collided over the bay. He was replaced as Gloster's test 
pilot by Michael Daunt, who would be the first to fly the Gloster 
Meteor (powered by two de Havilland Goblin engines designed 
by Frank Halford) on 5 March 1943 at RAF Cranwell.

Fg Off Gerry Sayer -  Test Pilot

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Power_Jets_W.1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Winston_Churchill
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A Villager’s Personal Memory -  Mrs ‘Bill’ Bangay
From Alice Grant’s Book of 1992, this extract was provided by Mrs Ada Gaskill in 2019 
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Reunited


