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INTRODUCTION
When first establishing the Cranwellian Historical Society (CHS) website, its Founder and author of the constituent 
albums relied initially on information he had retrieved during weekly visits to the RAF College archive. A typical example 
of such albums was the tribute paid to MIAF Arjan Singh of S38 Entry, a remarkable man who was to revisit the College 
on several occasions, usually as a Reviewing Officer at a Flight Cadet graduation ceremony, and who was and still is 
revered with great affection. His portrait hangs to this day in the College’s West Wing staircase to the College HQ staff 
offices as a tribute to “a most distinguished Cranwellian” - ACM Sir Michael Graydon GCB CBE.


As the CHS website evolved further, so did its content and the promotion of special features in a series of ‘Feature of the 
Month’ (ForM) albums. For the June FotM, we completed an analysis of foreign students who have graduated at the RAF 
College during its first 100 years. Not only was it discovered that the College had a graduate footprint extending to 59 
different countries, the unique significance of the pre-WWII Indian graduates became apparent as pioneers of the Indian 
Air Force (IAF) and, after ‘Partition’ in 1947, the Pakistan Air Force (PAF). Of these graduates, Aizad Baksh Awan of S30 
Entry deserves a special mention as it was he who captured the history of these pioneers in his booklet, ‘The Winged 
Wagon’. Awan’s memoirs were linked to one of the June FotM albums and not only recounted the exploits of these 
inspirational cadets but betrayed their culture and passion as pioneers. The booklet attracted much interest in the UK 
and in India, being retweeted amongst a number of Indian enthusiasts who hold the RAF College in high esteem.


In September 2021, we were delighted to receive a highly complimentary email from Jagan Pillarisetti who, alongside 
his association with the popular RAF Commands Website, had been pursuing his own interest in the Indian graduates 
of the RAF College. It his through his kindness and with his support that we are now able to add a further tribute to an 
Indian graduate, on this occasion to Ravinder Hari Darshan Singh of S33 Entry.


In this particular album, we have tried to pay tribute not only to RHD Singh, but through hypertext links also to his fellow 
pioneers. Whilst you read this album, may we remind you that wherever a graphic and/or text is underlined, there is a 
hypertext link taking you to additional information on the ‘Indian story’. To open these links in a separate browser tab 
and thus not lose your place in this e-document, press control+click (Windows) or command+click (Apple Mac) on the 
underlined word, image or icon.


Read on and enjoy.

https://www.cranwellian-ian.com/library-navigation/ewExternalFiles/Arjan%20Singh%20v0.3%20(NXPowerLite%20Copy).pdf
http://www.cranwell-college.life/Memories/Awan/mobile/index.html
http://www.cranwell-college.life/Memories/Awan/mobile/index.html
http://www.rafcommands.com
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RHD SINGH S33 ENTRY

RHD Singh
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July 1935 Prizewinners & Graduation
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YouTube - FILM OF RAF TRAINING 1935
“Produced about four years before the outbreak of WWII. It covers RAF training. Pilots, mechanics and the like.”

Drawn to our attention by Jagan Pillarisetti, featuring RHD Singh

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kKGKwD_EJ_s
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RHD SINGH - GALLARY
Kindlt donated by Jagan Pillarisetti,
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RHD SINGH - CAREER SUMMARY

Course: 
5 IAF Cranwell

Extracts taken with thanks from Bharat Rakshak

RHD Singh

http://www.bharat-rakshak.com/IAF/Database/1558
https://www.bharat-rakshak.com/iaf/history/1950s/r-h-d-singh/
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RHD Singh

RHD SINGH - CRANWELLIAN PIONEER


