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KINKEAD

Cranwell Flying Instructor 1920-1924
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FLIGHT-LIEUT. S. M. KINKEAD, D.S.0., D.S.C., D,F.C.

The above photograph was copied full size onto canvas
and presented to his old school in South Africa and to
the South African Air Force in 2003 by the Air Squadron.
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THE COEEEGE -PRIZES

At each Passing Out Ceremony in the
Department of Officer and Flying Training,
and at ceremonies in other Departments,
prizes are awarded. What is not generally
known is the history behind the awards. This
article deals with 6 such awards; subsequent
articles will describe others, forming a per-
manent record of yet another chapter of the
College’s past. We are .indebted to Mr
Hensby for his painstaking research and for
his careful preservation of the documents
forming College history.

THE QUEEN’S MEDAL

The Queen’s Medal, originally the Kings’
Medal, was awarded for the first time in 1935
to Flight Cadet Sergeant A J Mason, later
Group Captain A J Mason, DFC. On the
accession of Queen Elizabeth II the title was
changed to the Queen’s Medal, the first
winner being Flight Cadet R J Barnard (55
Entry) in April 1952. Her Majesty was pleased
to sanction the award for Graduate Entrant
Officers on an annual basis and appropriately
HRH the Duke of Kent presented the first
medal to Flight Lieutenant J D Arkell (11
GE) in June of this year.

The medal, bearing on the obverse side the
effigy of the Queen and on the reverse the
words “The Queen’s Medal Royal Air Force
College Cranwell” and the year of the award,
has the full name of the winner stamped
around its edge. It is awarded by the Queen to
the officer, who in the opinion of the Com-
mandant, has produced the best performance
in all aspects of training.

THE SWORD OF HONOUR

The Sword is awarded by the Air Force
Board of the Defence Council to the graduate
entrant who is recommended by the Com-
mandant as having most distinguished him-
self in leadership and in general influence for
the good of the College.

It was first awarded in 1921 to Under
Officer C L Falconer, later Air Commodore
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Falconer CBE. To date 106 swords have been
awarded, 93 to Flight Cadets and 13 to
Graduate Entrant Officers.

The first sword was presented at a Passing
Out Ceremony by Winston Churchill when he
was Secretary of State for War. The first
Graduate Entrant Sword of Honour was
presented in August 1971 to Flight Lieutenant
G H MacKay by Air Chief Marshal Sir Dennis
Spotswood, Chief of the Air Staff.

The sword is based on a light infantry pat-
tern with a fin. dumb-bell shaped blade,
324in. in length, embossed with the eagle and
crown of the Royal Air Force on’one side and
the Royal Coat of Arms on the other. Both
sides are embossed with Scroll work and laurel
leaves. The winner’s name and rank are also
embossed on the blade.

The hilt is a half basket type of infantry
pattern, gold plated to a quality of 18 microns.
The eagle backstrap is unique to the Royal
Air Force, with a Royal Air Force Cartouche
on the hilt. The grip is covered in bleached
fish skin bound by 3 turns of wire — 2 thin
and one thick.

THE PHILIP SASSOON MEMORIAL
PRIZE

Sir Philip Sassoon, who died in 1939, was a
former Under Secretary of State for Air. In
his will he made provision for an annual in-
come to provide the award to the best all-
round student of the entry, excepting the
winner of the Sword of Honour. The current
value of the award is £35 and the money may
be spent on some item of an intrinsically per-
manent nature.

World War II delayed the award’s coming
into effect and the first Philip Sassoon
Memorial prize was awarded in April 1948
to Flight Cadet H R W Morris.

In addition to the monetary prize the

winner receives a scroll and his name is in-
scribed on the appropriate Honours Board.
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THE ROBERT MARSLAND GROVES
MEMORIAL PRIZE

The prize was donated to the College in
memory of Air Commodore R M Groves CB,
DSO, AFC, who was killed in a flying acci-
dent in Egypt in 1920. Air Commodore
Groves was the first Vice-Chief of the Air
Staff.

The two. principal donors of the award were
Air Commodore Groves’ mother and an
uncle, Mr W G Groves. After their deaths,
the association with both the College and the
Royal Air Force was continued by Group
Captain H M Groves who died in March of
this year. The sole surviving donor is now
Major Keith Groves, a brother of R M
Groves, but keen interest in the award is
maintained by other members of the family.

The prize consists of a book or books suit-
ably inscribed with an inset portrait of Air
Commodore Groves and a reproduction of
his autograph. The choice of the books is that
of the prizewinner, and there is also a mone-

tary prize.

The Prize was first awarded in 1921 to

'Flight Cadet Sgt Hayter-Hames, subsequently

killed in action in Warziristan. From 1929 the
Kinkead Trophy was associated with the R M
Groves prize, but it was not until 1958 that
the prize was designated and awarded as “The
R M Groves Memorial Prize and the Kinkead
Trophy”.

The late Group Captain Groves had taken
steps to ensure that the financial value of the
prize was sufficient to be awarded to Graduate
Entrant officers. This became effective in 1973
when the prize was awarded to Flight Lieu-
tenant P L Moules of No 9 Graduate Entry.

THE KINKEAD TROPHY

This handsome trophy was donated by the
family and friends of Flight Lieutenant S M
Kinkead DSO, DSC, DFC, who was killed in
1928 while attempting to break the world air
speed record. As can be seen from his decora-

tions, Flight Lieutenant Kinkead had an out-
standing war record. He was an instructor at
Cranwell from 1920-1924. 2

The trophy was presenfed to the College in
1929 and from that year until 1958 was

i

The Kinkead Trophy

awarded to the Squadron the member of
which had won the R M Groves Memorial
prize. In 1958 it was decided to give greater
recognition to the trophy and so it was pre-
sented to the Flight Cadet who won the R M
Groves Memorial prize and thus the names of
two brave men were permanently linked.

R S MAY MEMORIAL PRIZE

The donor of the prize was Flight Lieu-
tenant Richard May who entered the College
as a Flight Cadet in 1948, was commissioned
in 1950 and who was killed in a flying accident
in 1958.

Flight Lieutenant May had made provision
in his will for a sum of money to be placed in
trust to produce an annual income sufficient
for a monetary prize for each Sword of
Honour winner. The first Flight Cadet to be
awarded the prize was Senior Under Officer
T F H Mermagen in July 1959 and in 1972 the
necessary legal procedure was instituted so
that the award might be transferred from the
flight cadets to the Graduate Entrants. The
first graduate entrant officer to receive the
award was Flight Lieutenant P L Moules
(9 GE).

These then aresthe“aWards: the Kinkead
Trophy to the R S May Memorial Prize com-
memorating brave men who, even in death,
sought to give back to their College in return
for what they had received. At each Passing
Out Ceremony let us remember such men and
strive to follow their example of selfless
Service.
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MEMORIAL FOR A HERO
By Julian Lewis MP.

Everyone knows that the Waterside is steeped in mili i

" " military history. On Thursday,

12 .Marc. h, we will all have a chance to participate in celebrating the life l;ym'l achievemen)t's

ofa Fu'sste\vworld War hero, who lies buried in Fawley Churchyard. i

senty years ago from that date, Flight Licutenant Samuel Kinkead - universall
&V;n o;legl;{k' - was killed when his Supermarine 8.5 plunged into the So'lentlat morij
) .P.H., during an attempt on the world air speed record. Thi i i

his gravestone, together with some pfofhis decorations 'ff:d m iy i)

Ever since I saw his resting-place g0, | have wanted to reconstruct his

Mrs J.Buckberry, A.L.A.
College Librarian and Archivist,
Royal Air Force College, A A
Cranwell, '
Sleford,

Lincolnshire. NG34 8HB

- el

Dear Mrs Buckberry,
Earlier this ye
and you were kind enough |
trophy and some copies of
Wwith the additional help of
Southampton and the Royal N:
quite a lot of information

I did promise
Anniversary of Kinkead
headed by a Senior Off

So that the Coll
the 12th March, I will

Centre. | am delighted to
Centre have risen to the

' { In the no ence room after Samuel
flying instructor at the stretch of water where
photograph album is a courtesy of the Mitchell
in 1917 when it was a | °*‘l“;b§”°in°!“din8a00hm
) : L wreath laying ceremony from on
Thank you again for all U Ko s : , the E mi“fl';;ms ¢ room. HSL 102
* ma ik N s it roiens
Y P T L 4 ' 4 ; 8, 0k th residents from Fawley and
ours sincerely, , it , pride in the achievements of

nd - it s hoped: senior epreseniatives
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KINKEAD TROPHY PRIZE WINNERS
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RM Groves Winners 1920s

Graduated Winner and Entry Winner and Entry
1921 NC Hayter-Hames (F20)
1922 D MacFadyen (S20) R Lewes (F21)
1923 BDJ Broadway (S21) GCA Armstrong (F22)
1924 RLR Atcherley (S22) SHV Harris (F23)
1925 JGD Armour (F->S237) JBM Wallis (J24)
1926 HA Purvis (S24) J Clarke (J25)
1927 JW Gillan (S25) CEStJ Beamish (J26)
1928 GNE Tindal-Carill-Worsley (S26) DP Lascelles (J27)

GRA Elsmie (J28)*

From 1958, the Kinkead Trophy* was awarded to the student placed
first in the overall final order of merit for flying skills. Earlier though, it
was usually awarded to the flying squadron of the RM Groves winner
and occasionally to the winner himself.
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RM Groves Winners 1930s

Graduated Winner and Entry Winner and Entry
1930 GD Stephenson (S528)* JP Cecil-Wright (J29)*
1931 GJL Read (S29)* WP Sutcliffe (J30)*
1932 MH Rhys (S30)* EBC Davies (J31)*
1933 AM Engineer (S31 - Indian)* M Dawnay (J32)*
1934 RCF Lister (S32)* HD Fraser (J33)*
1935 PT Philphott (S33)* G Elsmie (J34)*
1936 RPR Powell (S34)* LD Wilson (J35)*
1937 PAN Cox (S35)* CD Palmer (J36)*
1938 RJ Sansom (S36)* BH Way (J37)*

JSB Jones (J38)*

1939 RF Martin (S37)* RM Hogg (A38)"

From 1958, the Kinkead Trophy* was awarded to the student placed
first in the overall final order of merit for flying skills. Earlier though, it
was usually awarded to the flying squadron of the RM Groves winner
and occasionally to the winner himself.
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RM Groves Winners 1940s

Winner and Entry

Graduated Winner and Entry Winner and Entry

1947

1948 HRW Morris (45 Entry)
1949 PV Pledger (46 Entry) GK Mossman (47 Entry) AEL Chester (48 Entry)

From 1958, the Kinkead Trophy* was awarded to the student placed
first in the overall final order of merit for flying skills. Earlier though, it
was usually awarded to the flying squadron of the RM Groves winner

and occasionally to the winner himself.
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RM Groves Winners 1950s

Graduated Winner and Entry Winner and Entry Winner and Entry
1950 INA Worby (49 Entry) GWF Charles (50 Entry) JL Price (51 Entry)
1951 RL Dimock (52 Entry) KB Smith (53 Entry) WF Nuttall (54 Entry)
1952 DW Ward (55 Entry) AGN Hampton (56 Entry) IF Weston (57 Entry)
1953 RA Lees (59 Entry) LA Jones (60 Entry)

1954 RL Holmes (61 Entry) ID Brimpson (62 Entry)

1955 SMV Situnayake (64 Entry - RCeyAF)  AG Bridges (65 Entry) GC Hubbard (66 Entry - RNZAF)
1956 WR Thomas (67 Entry)

1957 KW Hayr (69 Entry) TE Enright (70 Entry - RNZAF) WIC Stoker (71 Entry)
1958 RL Thomas (71->72 Entry)* IDC Tite (73 Entry)*

1959 J Delafield (74 Entry)*  WR Donaldson (75 Entry - RNZAF) RM Trowern (76 Entry)

From 1958, the Kinkead Trophy* was awarded to the student placed first in the
overall final order of merit for flying skills. Earlier though, it was usually awarded to
the flying squadron of the RM Groves winner and occasionally to the winner himself.
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RM Groves Winners 1960s

Graduated Winner and Entry Winner and Entry
1960 MB Bullocke (77 Entry) GC Crumbie (78 Entry)*
1961 NR HAYWARD (79 Entry)* J Swaine (80 Entry)*
1962 CJ Thomson (81 Entry)* ICH Dick (82 Entry)*
1963 PP Gilroy (83 Entry)* SP Hughes (84 Entry)*
1964 DAZ James (86 Entry)*
1965 ARC Mathie (87 Entry)* HPC Kennedy (88 Entry)*
1966 JJ Pook (89 Entry)*
1967 SC Gruner (90 Entry)* CWD Watson (91 Entry)*
1968 DR Carvell (93 Entry)*

CC Baldwin (96 Entry)*

From 1958, the Kinkead Trophy* was awarded to the
student placed first in the overall final order of merit for
flying skills. Earlier though, it was usually awarded to the
flying squadron of the RM Groves winner and
occasionally to the winner himself.
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RM Groves Winners 1970s

Graduated Winner and Entry Winner and Entry
1970 PV Harris (97 Entry)* AJ Gatland (97 Entry)*
1971 NG Matheson (99 Entry)*

1972 PA Hopkins (100 Entry)*
1973 TJ Watson (101 Entry)*

From 1958, the Kinkead Trophy* was awarded to the student placed
first in the overall final order of merit for flying skills. Earlier though, it was
usually awarded to the flying squadron of the RM Groves winner and
occasionally to the winner himself.




Flying Prizes

Award Criteria GEs Awarded

The Kinkead Trophy* is awarded to the winner of the
RM Groves Prize and to the graduate placed first in the

1/70,2,3,4,5,6,7, 8,9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14,
overall final order of merit for flying skills. 22, /

15, 16, 17, 20, 2

The Hicks Memorial Trophy is awarded to the
graduate who gained the highest mark in the Final
Flying Wing Ground School Examinations.

1/70, 2,3, 4,5,6,7,8,9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 15,
16, 17,18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25

The Dickson Memorial Trophy** is awarded to the 2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9, 10,11, 12, 13, 14, 15,
graduate who shows most proficiency in applied flying. 16, 17, 20, 22, 23, 25, 26, 27

The Battle of Britain Memorial Trophy is awarded to
the graduate who shows most proficiency in aerobatic

1/70, 2, 3,5,6,7,8,9, 10, 11,12, 13, 15,
. 22 25
flying.

16, 17, 20, 22, 23, 25, 26, 27

* Awarded since 1958 with the RM Groves Prize ** Awarded with the Michael Hill Memorial Prize



Stack Year - May 70
Prizewinners

Sword Philip
of Sash of Merit Queens Sassoon Dickson Battle of Hicks
Medal Memorial Trophy Britain Memorial

Honour Trophy

HG - HG GO
JAICICS Mackay  Riddett B Bell

2/70 (S&S) S(I\_NCI;(,)AOFK)G

BJS Swudios
PRIZE WINNERS
1/70 ENTRY AND 2/70 ENTRY (SUPPLY AND SECRETARIAL)

L Fg O R D Johmon
nding ). el it LL GO Riddet g , Joh
o The Hu’AI\‘ Jh’*m::ml lr.r\phs Ihe Dattle of Britaio Trophy The Prize for Supply Studies

J y ley
1 o e Ly B G Mackay Fg Hﬂ'l A Gi
e ,;ky"”s'.!.-h\ .'r :i‘r'\nll' The Sword of Honour lh\r":ln':;;'\ '\‘.\l,-n.vll
e 2 S e roph e rire
The Prize for Secretarinl Stisdies ::-\:* ?,lr:: ‘vl 'l' :;4‘-:




Hughes Years May 70 - Sep 72
Prizewinners

Philip
OO gumnorun Gpeses Samoon  Dicn Safect MG ety chcksanas SV Seiate
Trophy
(GD 82( Eng) CJ Jeges AIdC?wl(_JPuse NI2EY [eay 2L N DS WooBcY;/ock
S RDIClelpeis Ul tare CIeﬁZnts Cleﬁznts Malicéolm CleﬁZnts FiEToe B oh AS(\F/RVOF\{/YAII%?dS
4 PO Sturley JK Murty Tomﬁ‘rj‘son 20 RF Borough
5 TW Rimmer S((\?v‘é{%f)s RSN Perry I‘\JI\(I)iII:::- Arstlt\lrong I‘\j\(l)i:‘t::- RC Harris M Campbell BW Cain
6 IBM Steward DJ Daulby Bowc::man DJ Daulby Bow‘irman DJ Daulby
7 GD Pyper Tholr‘:lvson PR Cooper AM Taylor PR Cooper AM Taylor Tholr\ilvson s (VVY/%rR%k MI—?\JNI\ézé\;vell

8 AB Gijertsen WR Austin - JRWood JR Wood GR Arthur  JR Wood




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

Sword of

Honour

PL
Moules

CG
Vallance

JD Arkell

AP Couch

AB Chubb

RGA
Westlake

AG
Willnburch

IF Mackay
R
McClellan

AD
Sweetman

Austin-Smith Years Sep 72 - Jul 75
Prizewinners

Queens
Medal

Sash of
Merit

JD
Arkell

RGA
Westlak
e

Philip
Sassoon
Memorial

Trophy

DA Lee

G Peck

MT Moffatt

GE Willis

GE
McCaughey

RC Norriss
PW
Underhill

DW
McCreadie

PA Weaver

Dickson
Trophy

PL
Moules

G Peck

JD Arkell

NCA
Beasant

AB
Chubb

MD Beech

TL Evans

PW Grice

R
McClellan

AA Young

Battle of
Britain

PL
Moules NJ Slater
G Peck D Oakley
JD Arkell JD Arkell
NCA NCA
Beasant Beasant

Hicks
Memorial

GA Forbes

G Peck

K Schultz

AT Hudson

DG Stein AB Chubb DG Stein

EH Ball
RA Barker R(_:
Norriss
PW Grice KP QOliver
R R

McClellan McClellan

PA
Sneddon

DA
Hamilton

GH Edge

PG
Pynegar

S Gunner

MRG
Buckland

LJ Pennell

Beckwith

DA Lee

PA Shreeve

NPG Elliott

J Brindley

MJ Parker

AG
Willnburch

PW Underhil

| Pallister

SD Ottridge

R Betteridge
RVW Wilson

AG O'Neill

Chicksands

Supply Secretarial
Cup Cup
RK Taplin N Jenkins
GPC
Wooding
AW Medford
SA
Cartwright
ODL Delany

MR
SP Murphy MacKenzie
MB Gould
R AJ White
MacCleman
!Q‘ |
I | 3 ;,.!
¥ \ ¥



Colahan Years Jul 75 - Jan 78
Prizewinners

Philip
Sword of Hennessy Queens Sassoon Dickson Battle of Hicks . . Supply Secretarial
Honour Trophy Medal Memorial Trophy Britain Memorial Sl ilfhestiet Cup Cup
Trophy
22 DN Case W DN cCase oL iwmeNicon o W jw McNicoll DD Woodman
McNicoll Chandler McNicoll
. FC FC .
23 JG Whitton Michaels Michaels SP Morgan  RJ Bishop
M :
24 Redwood SR Sims
25 CL Froude JW Glover  GM Flack PGH Hodcroft
MWJ Hare
NB MWJ Hare MWJ Hare DR AD DB
26 MWJ Hare MWJ Hare (DR
Brewerton (JA Watts) Southwood) (JA Watts) Southwood Thomson Cannon
. . RG Smith D
27 RG Smith RG Smith SDJ Green SDJ Green (RP Brady) RP Brady Procopides SP West JG Potter
NW
28 ID Brownlee SW Chase SW Chase
Gammon
JP Warren- NS . AS (M M .
e Wilson Morris R orTiE Gallagher Chatterton) < lHiElgelon Chatterton - ST

a
"




30

31

32

33
34 10T

35 10T
36 10T
37 10T
38 10T

39 10T

40 10T

Sword of
Honour

MA
Townsend-
Smith

Harcourt-Smith Years Jan 78 - Jan 80

Queens
Medal

Hennessy
Trophy

| Saville

D Walker
EG Jones
JP Crosse

w
Armstrong

MJ Crossey

SJ Duncan
(WRAF)

BA Moore
H Millar

MA
Townsend-
Smith

Prizewinners

Philip
Sassoon Dickson Battle of Hicks . . Supply  Secretarial
Memorial Trophy Britain Memorial Secah ek Cup Cup
Trophy
- T™M Winn-
CH Moran (JR Gostick) JH Murphy Morgan

w
Armstrong

MJ Crossey

SJ Duncan
(WRAF)

BA Moore

H Millar

MA
Townsend-
Smith
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