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1980s in Context of other RAF cadet training systems

1916         1926         1936         1970         1975         1980         1985         1990        1997         2007         2017     

        Flight Cadet            System

GE System

SGIOT                           System

IOTC System

1980    1982    1984    1986    1988    1990    1992    1994   1996    1998    2000    2002    2004    2006

SGIOT
(5 in 1980) 
(7 in 1981)
(9 in 1982)

SGIOT
( Normally 6 per year; 4 per year in 1994, 1995, 1996; 5 in 2005; one in 2006)

SGIOT
(8 per year except 9 in 1985)



IOT* as a whole consisted of four ‘main sqns’ assigned sequentially to IOTs, starting every six weeks (eg C 
Sqn 100 IOT was followed by D Sqn 101 IOT); PIOT*s would start 4 weeks prior to the ‘main course.' Each 
sqn wore different coloured cravats when in combat kit and had the same coloured stripe on their white cadet 
shoulder flashes, and a thin stripe on their ’Thunderbird jacket’ and No 1 collar flashes.  

A Sqn, red.  
B Sqn, yellow (B was known universally as an ‘Easy’ sqn whose standards were lower than everyone else’s!) 
C Sqn, blue (note the cravats and shoulder flashes in Slide 76). 
D Sqn, green. D Sqn was also known as ‘D for Death’ Sqn and was notorious for giving their students a hard 
time and expecting much higher standards (for instance, D Sqn cadets had to bull the whole of their DMS 
boots despite this increasing the risk of tendonitis. The other sqns only had to bull toecaps!). 

Supporting these main sqns were: 

Recourse or ‘R’  Sqn who wore purple. Students were recoursed at the end of their main course and 
underwent a further six weeks of training under a formal syllabus designed to address their specific areas of 
weakness (normally leadership related). This was different to those students ‘back-squadroned’ earlier in the 
course for academic or behaviour issues. 
Med Holding Flt wore white. Students were sent to MHF to recover from injuries which precluded them 
continuing what was a physically demanding IOTC at the time. When I was at Cranwell, MHF probably had 
30+ studies with various injuries, many of whom were undergoing physio. They were often, somewhat 
unkindly, referred to as ‘LMF’! 
Specialist Entrant and Re-Entrant (SERE) This was a six-week short course for recruits destined for 
’specialist’ branches (eg Legal, Medical, PMRAFNS and Dental) and those re-entering the RAF or transferring 
from another Service. Their course was run separately to the main IOTC but they graduated alongside their 
related IOTC. Although known as a ‘knife/fork/spoon course’, SERE guys graduated at flt lt or even sqn ldr 
rank, as is still the case.

Kindly donated by Gp Capt Rob O’Dell

A Personal Recollection of IOT

*IOT is Initial Officer Training; PIOT a short-lived Pre-IOT course between 1985 and 1987

https://www.cranwellian-ian.com/alumni/ewExternalFiles/SEREGradPhotosNov23.pdf
https://www.cranwellian-ian.com/alumni/ewExternalFiles/PIOT1980s.pdf
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46B IOT Prizewinners & Graduation
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52 IOT Prizewinners & Graduation

Kindly donated by Ian Smith



52 IOT Sword of Merit Ian  Smith 1981
Kindly donated by Ian Smith

Ian Smith in the Rotunda of CHOM Receiving the Sword from AVM ‘Bernie’ Brownlow



52 IOT - A Wet Graduation Parade
Kindly donated by Ian Smith
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57F IOT Prizewinners & Graduation
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58B IOT Prizewinners & Graduation



58 IOT - Kindly Donated by David & Kate Quick
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66 IOT Prizewinners & Graduation

Kindly Donated by Rupert ‘Roo’ Hornby of 66 IOT



66 IOT A Flight
Kindly Donated by Clive Mitchell of 66 IOT



66 IOT B Flight
Kindly Donated by Rupert ‘Roo’ Hornby of 66 IOT

Back Row: L-R Glyn Allcock (PEdO and Snr PJI), Martin 'Benny' Ball (Jaguar, Harrier and Red Arrows pilot), John 
Maynard (Pilot), Rupert Hornby (Shackelton and Nimrod Nav Captain), Peter Lines (C-130 Pilot)

Front Row:   L-R Paul Dickinson (Engineer), G 'Digger' Brown (retired after a couple of years), Sue Walker - Flt Cdr, 
Chris Morgan (Engineer), A Garner (Engineer).
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73 IOT Prizewinners & Graduation

Kindly Donated by Dave & Kate Quick



73 IOT - 7 Flight
Kindly Donated by David & Kate Quick
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80 IOT Graduation Ceremony
Kindly Donated by David & Kate Quick

JP formation flypast

AVM D B Craig, then AOC 1 Gp (now MRAF Lord 
Craig) as reviewing officer about 1979-80

AVM D B Craig, then AOC 1 Gp (now 
MRAF Lord Craig) as reviewing officer 

about 1979-80
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86 IOT Prizewinners & Graduation
Kindly Donated by

Clive Montellier of 86 IOT
AND  friends

Click on this 
photo to reveal 

Clive’s other 
photos of the 

College in 1985

https://www.cranwellian-ian.com/library-navigation/ewExternalFiles/RAFCthroughtheYears.pdf
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100 IOT 10 Flight
Kindly donated by Gp Capt Rob O’Dell

Names redacted - GDPR Return to  Intro
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118 IOT Prizewinners & Graduation

Replacement pending Ian Smith
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121 IOT Prizewinners & Graduation

Replacement pending Ian Smith


