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DRS Bader - Flight Cadet Record
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DRS Bader - A Sqn July 1930
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Bader and his Sports Car
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Bader at Speed



Cranwellian Historical Society

DRS Bader - December 1928 Rugby XV
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DRS Bader - July 1929 Cricket XI
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DRS Bader - July 1929 Hockey XI
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DRS Bader - December 1929 Rugby XV
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DRS Bader - July 1930 Cricket XI
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DRS Bader - July 1930 Hockey XI
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DRS Bader - July 1930 Hockey XI
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Bader trained on an Avro 540N
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Bader’s Performance Results - Exceptional
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Bader’s Performance Results - Exceptional
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DRS Bader - College Development He Witnessed
1. Realising Trenchard's vision for an RAF College on 

the lines of Sandhurst and Britannia, RAF Cranwell 
was officially formed on 1 November 1919 and 
opened for business on 5 February 1920.  

2. The decision to replace the existing corrugated iron 
huts was made in 1922. 

3. By 1929, plans had been drawn up, the final 
version of which produced the building which we 
see today. The Secretary of State for Air in 
Stanley Baldwin’s Government, Lord Hoare, was 
highly supportive. The problem was that a 
general election (which Baldwin was expected to 
lose) was imminent and so Hoare pulled off what 
he described as “an act of bluff”: Lady Maud 
Hoare - his wife - laid the foundation stone on 
29/04/29 to the left of the entrance, in front of 
worthies that included Viscount and Lady 
Trenchard, AVM Longcroft (1st Commandant) and 
Sir James Grey West (Architect). The event was 
noted in the Statute Book and so, when the new 
Government was formed by Ramsay Macdonald, 
it seems that approval was assumed and building 
went ahead.

4. A tinned steel time capsule, held within the 
foundation stone, holds a record of all present 
and a special edition of the RAF Journal Vol IX No 
1 with details of every cadet who passed through 
the College since its inception in Feb 1920.

5. Constructed in 1932, the RAF College design was 
based on St Pancras Station and the dining room on 
the long room at the Royal Hospital, Chelsea. The 
station canopy of the branch line terminus joining the 
main Cranwell station (currently the guard room)  
can still be seen from behind the kitchens. 

6. The new College was first used by cadets in 1933, 
but not formally opened until 11/10/34 by HRH 
Edward, Prince of Wales - the honorary Air 
Commodore in Chief of the Auxiliary Air Force. 

7. The Foundation & Commemorative Stones can be 
seen either side of the front entrance.

Marshal of The RAF, Viscount 
Hugh Trenchard
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The Bader Story (1)
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The Bader Story (2)
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The Bader Story (3)
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The Bader Story (4)
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Bader’s Hurricane with 242 Sqn

https://www.youtube.com/shorts/p6q8F2WLpa8


DRS Bader - Extracts from RAFC Honours Register
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DRS Bader - Colditz Resident

Flt Lt Leslie John “Jack” Best (30 Sqn -May 1940)

Flt Lt Norman “Bricky” Forbes (605 Sqn -27/05/40)

Flt Lt Jaroslav-Zafouk (Czech) (31 Sqn -17/07/41)

Flt Lt Francis “Errol” Flinn (42 Sqn - 4/10/40)

Flt Lt Albert “Peter” van Rood (Dutch) (31 Sqn -17/07/41)

Flt Lt Donald “Weasel” Donaldson (Canadian) (24 Sqn -April 1940)

Flt Lt Donald Sutherland Dom (Canadian) (1 Sqn -25/05/40)

Flt Lt Keith T  Milne (Canadian) (51 Sqn -24/04/40)

Flt Lt Donald Frederick  Middleton (Canadian) (50 Sqn -12/04/40)

Flt Lt Bill James  Goldfinch (228 Sqn -25/04/41)

Uknown (Possibly not a PoW)

Flt Lt John Patrick “Bag” Dickinson (99 Sqn - 7/11/41)

Cranwellian Sqn Ldr Geoffrey Dalton Stephenson (19 Sqn - 26/05/40)

Flt Lt “Bushy” Parker (Australian) (234 Sqn -15/08/40)

Cranwellian Sqn Ldr Douglas Bader (OC Tangmere Wg - 9/08/41)

Sqn Ldr Malcolm Llewellyn McColm (21 Sqn -27/12/40)

Sqn Ldr Charles Edward Lockett (226 Sqn -14/05/40)

Flt Lt Dominic Bruce (9 Sqn -9/08/40)

Colditz Castle - Oflag IV-C PoW Camp - Liberation Date 16 April 1945 
Group Captain Sir Douglas Bader (centre) was among the famous Colditz inmates. He is credited with 22 aerial victories, before he baled out 
over German-occupied France in August 1941. He is seen with close Cranwellian friend (same IOT cohort S38) Air Cdre Geoffrey Stephenson. 

Bottom right is Dominic Bruce, who was ‘the most ingenious escaper’ of the war. Jack Best (back left) and Bill Goldfinch (back right) built the 

‘Colditz Cock’ glider out of floorboards an porridge in their hidden workshop in the castle’s attic during the winter of 1944.


The photo below lists their names, squadrons and dates when they were “downed/captured”. 
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DRS Bader - ‘Reunited’
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DRS Bader with Battle of Britain Film Actors



Cranwellian Historical Society

A Very Fine Cranwellian - Douglas Bader

Courage Ability Dedication Energy Teamwork Single-mindedness

Group Captain Sir Douglas Robert Steuart Bader 
 CBE, DSO & Bar, DFC & Bar, FRAeS, DL 
(21 February 1910 – 5 September 1982)

Joined the RAF in 1928, commissioned in 1930, lost both legs in 
an aerobatic accident in 1931. Despite being discharged on 
medical grounds, he rejoined in 1939 to become a renowned 
flying ace, credited with 22 aerial victories, four shared victories, 
six probables, one shared probable and 11 enemy aircraft 
damaged. Shot down in 1941 - blue-on-blue - he ‘resided’ in 
Colditz Camp for the next 4 years. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Group_Captain
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Commander_of_the_Order_of_the_British_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Distinguished_Service_Order
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Medal_bar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Distinguished_Flying_Cross_(United_Kingdom)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Medal_bar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fellow_of_the_Royal_Aeronautical_Society
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deputy_Lieutenant

