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LEFT COLLEGE ORDER OF MERIT ON LEAVING NO. IN CLASS ON LEAVING
25/7/30 17, 21. ! P 4 at POt [ R Yod 17/3/41
—_— e ——— e e L e M - SR— or ) in lasgpecocenes - London GazZeovo asced 1 [/0/41 «
PROMOTED JOINED DROPPED
CADET CORPORAL 1ST CLASS 7 /9/28 AFTER TERM
Awarded to BAR to the DISTINGUISHED SERVICE ORLER in recognition of gallentry displayed
CADET SERGEANT 2ND CLASS 10 /1 /29 in flying operations against the enemy ~- London Gazette dated 15/7/41.
i /29,
UNDER OFFICER 117 /1/204| 3ro cLass 6/9/29 J AFTER TERM B WISHED FLYING
i1 { enemy - London
4TH CLASS
COMMISSIONED IN R.A.F. REASON FOR WITHDRAWAL IF COURSE NOT COMPLETED Placed on Retired List w.e.f. 21.7.46 (retains rank of Group Captain)
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NAME OF PARENT OR NEXT OF KIN ADDRESS
frs. J.5. Hobbs (Mother). Sprotborough Rectory, Doncaster, Yorks.
PROFESSION OF PARENT OR NEXT OF KIN CHANGE OF ADDRESS
Father: Major R.Z. and Barristen-
at-Law, deceasead.
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femple Grove, sastbourne. 5t. Adward's School, Oxford.

PRIZES, ETC., ON JOINING PRIZES, ETC., ON LEAVING

Prize Cadetship.

VREMARK.S AND FURTHER HISTORY
Posted to No. 23 (F) Squadron, Hes.F., Ken\}e;,, surrey, with eiiect
Y

from 26/7/20. A.M.P.L. No. 187/1920 dated 29,8/80.

324 =
substentive rank) 24/9/40. Squadron Leader 18/6/).

Promoted Flying Officer 26/1
ey bigiansnt, [lys e ERgi]
Placed on /éélg‘fru St on7/account- of ill-health 30/4/33, Active 1940,
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Appointed a COMPANION of the DISTINGUISHED SERVICE ORDER in recognition of gallantrylé \

__displayed in flyingz overations againgt the enemy - London Gazette dated 14040,
COLLEGE SEQUENCE NUMBER CHRISTIAN NAMES SURNAME
471, DOUGLAS ROBERT STSWARTD. BADER.
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DRS Bader - A Sqn July 1930




Bader and his Sports Car




Bader at Speed




DRS Bader - December 1928 Rugby XV

RUGBY XV, ROYAL AIR FORCE COLLEGE, CRANWELL, DECEMBER. 1928




DRS Bader - July 1929 Cricket XI
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DRS Bader - July 1929 Hockey XI

HOCKEY TEAM ROYAL AIR FORCE COLLEGE CRANWELL

JULY 1929




DRS Bader - December 1929 Rugby XV

RUGBY XV. ROYAL AIR FORCE COLLEGE, CRANWELL
DECEMBER, 1929
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DRS Bader - July 1930 Cricket XI

CRICKET TEAM, ROYAL AIR FORCE COLLEGE, CRANWELL————

JULY, 19




DRS Bader - July 1930 Hockey XI

HOCKEY TEAM, ROYAL AIR FORCE COLLEGE, CRANWELL

JULY, 1930
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DRS Bader - July 1930 Hockey XI

— BOXING TEAM, ROYAL AIR FORCE COLLEGE. CRANWELL ~
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Bader trained on an Avro 540N




DRS Bader - College Development He Witnhessed
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PRINCE OF WALES OPENS CRANWELL RA
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T'he laying of the
foundation Stone, 1929

. Realising Trenchard's vision for an RAF College on

the lines of Sandhurst and Britannia, RAF Cranwell
was officially formed on 1 November 1919 and
opened for business on 5 February 1920.

. The decision to replace the existing corrugated iron

huts was made in 1922.

. By 1929, plans had been drawn up, the final

version of which produced the building which we
see today. The Secretary of State for Air in
Stanley Baldwin’s Government, Lord Hoare, was
highly supportive. The problem was that a
general election (which Baldwin was expected to
lose) was imminent and so Hoare pulled off what
he described as “an act of bluff’: Lady Maud
Hoare - his wife - laid the foundation stone on
29/04/29 to the left of the entrance, in front of
worthies that included Viscount and Lady
Trenchard, AVM Longcroft (1st Commandant) and
Sir James Grey West (Architect). The event was
noted in the Statute Book and so, when the new
Government was formed by Ramsay Macdonald,
it seems that approval was assumed and building
went ahead.

. Atinned steel time capsule, held within the

foundation stone, holds a record of all present
and a special edition of the RAF Journal Vol IX No
1 with details of every cadet who passed through
the College since its inception in Feb 1920.

. Constructed in 1932, the RAF College design was

based on St Pancras Station and the dining room on
the long room at the Royal Hospital, Chelsea. The
station canopy of the branch line terminus joining the
main Cranwell station (currently the guard room)

can still be seen from behind the kitchens.

. The new College was first used by cadets in 1933,

but not formally opened until 11/10/34 by HRH
Edward, Prince of Wales - the honorary Air
Commaodore in Chief of the Auxiliary Air Force.

. The Foundation & Commemorative Stones can be

seen either side of the front entrance.



The Bader Story (1)
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ke plane aocmed acrom the sirfiekt. 14w
upmde down dad ondy & few Sort sbove the B
ground,

“Bader will kIl hinwell if he tries that stunt Fi
w0 often,” shouted u mechande, "I comld have 385
nnxhah-hnhmm-:; R
Some of the men langhed = wasched &
the aircradt climb foto the Hoe sky, “Bader S
i one of the best pilots In the Royal Ale Foree,"

roschod, "It

e of them. Lok wt him mw, He's fiying

wide down.”™

Prmdnvwvulumbpd :

"You're Jocky 0 be alive, my 3d," bl the ‘
doctee when be arvived, "You've had & bad

raah &nd you've beea la bosgizal for sane dap™

“Tust | wem alive,” waied Bader quickly. *Bxcept for & few pairs Sere and
there I feel all vighs, Fow loog will 1 have 10 etay heee? When can 1 leave 2"

The docsor shook his lead, ssd when be spoke his voics was soft, sleoon
ermtie. “You might s well kncoe the truth sow,” he sakd. "When you were
beought here 1 kad 0o operate st ooce 0 v your e, There wis 5o other
way. You've lowt Both your lege™

Douglas Deder stared at the docwse, There wat 3 paszied exprosion oo
Bt face. "1 dom't belove you,” he said dowly. 1 tell you that I can foel iy
foet. They hurt aad 1 koow that they'se thern.  He triod 10 52 the Ulaalen
that covered hims 10 prove 10 tve doctor that be still had both bs leg. The
doceor placed a hand on his shoulder,

"ﬂacm’ttduym"h-ﬂ. "Y;-hn,u -dbhh::
Yors can't reallly feel any pain ks your k. Yoo caly Yot can.
happens after an operation. Soon the pain will be gooe.™ Douglas Nades chsed
his eyen, Foe n while be was slent. Then be said : "More than any-
thing el T wanted o0 fiy, Will I ever By again? s there sny atall?™
The doctor sbeok his bead. *I'm vory sorvy,” besaid. “There It no hope
2t 2ll, You'll never fly again, This is something you mmt learn o face o
your ¢wn. Later ot we may bo able 10 fx you up with = pair of nsetal lege.
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The Bader Story (2)

the grond. The stobosd wing dipged In salate, The s held
brvach o0 v abvaoet sounbed the gram Thay saw take ooe
¥ the comrnin atnd wava o them, Thutht.hud*ﬁ
Afhin l.l.‘-l‘_

Then vabdonly the wing wosched e gram. There was & grest roar of
rnu!ullt:‘ﬂwdmmﬁw- A*
ofT lke = rottem stich. Firally the wow of the aiovrll buried inedf deep is
The emrd, L&;ﬂu'uhﬁyhﬂhﬂyhh”hh# He
WEE Wy of

The mvm raced scevm the sirfield wands (he plane. “He sy still bhe
slive,” skl 0oc of the tees e b climbed koto O cockpit. "Iiuery wn
There's ser e %o be hat”

They pulled the yesing pliot out of e pleme sl Lok bies gratdy om the
gras. Fle wes wlll besathing, Now aad (hem be opened his eyes ud bosked
blankly srousd bim,

"He'll Bve," said one of the me, 30 an smbulance approsched, *bat 1
don’t think he'll ever Sy sgain. Lovk ot bis lege. They're broken wnd
nwissed under his body,"

Noder was unmomcioss whra the smbulance reached e A
Acesor examinnd b carefully, “He'll have o kone 3 logn,™ he said griely,
“Both of (hem are badly wsssstnd below the kaee, T must operuse as wice &

pomibile,

9

Yo" replied the docear, “Of conrse
bave 40 ume cruiches of ut lewt a atick, Mot ls
tme yon might kearn 1 walk with them”

The young pilot smiled pricsly, *'As soom &
1 frel sronger 10 try (he metal Jogn,™ he sl
“How Jong will T have o sealt ™

“Doa’t wetry wo wikch shout tt new,”™
sxid O docter, “You willl need plensy of rest.
Ax soom e T thdnk you sre well ensugh 19 Jet
you koow,™

Jt was soveral weeks later thar Dosglas
Bader waa taken (o poc & man called Dosoutter,
Iie met him s hie effice intde 2 small factory.
“I uodentand that you bave lgp for =™
saidd Pader. "I've been kooking forwand 10 this
momsent for a long time. 1 bope they "
Demoutter sesded, “This s one of the fow

places in the country whore swtal lep are

Ne iy

et night Dovglue Nader lont both b ey,
Yor msany days he was very [l and a2 one time
It was thoughe that he would die, but be was
yousg and fix aod afler some days in hosgéeal
be began 0o get bester,

A ourse sat by the plot's bed sad watched
him. %con he opemed M eyes and maced
blankly st the walls of the rooo, “Where am
17 be whad. "What am | doing Jere? 'Whe

are you ™

“You ase quite safc”, teplied the mune, '

"Your plane arashed. Don't ik we much,
You're still weak and you need plenty of reat.”
Rader nodded. Slw&;‘:hqnm—l-
what had kapgwned 10
“1 fleve into the grosssd, dida's 177 be wbd.
--\'a."nam--."wy-:':rw
be all right. | chink the doctor ke 10
sce yous sow, Dog’t try 10 move- l‘lulﬁ-.

mnle" he sl "When they are flated doo't expect 90 walk st once. You'll
weesd haan of practee beford you can we them™

He podded w ten men standing oezr bime. "There are my sshtans,
Walker and Tolitn™ he sabd, "They are here 10 help you ™

Scon the mewal legy were fGitred. Walker sl Tulitt each sock oo of
Bader’s arma. Slowly, carefally, dhey palled him to his feet, but s the pilet
rood upright waves of pain owept threogh his body, Foe o soment he
thought that be would fuint. Grimly be tried to move iz right leg (orvard
bt nothisg happened,

“I can’t move sy legn ™ be cried. ’l‘hhbhvd- 1"l never be alde ty
walk aboat om these. never felt such pain,

're ready, I8 give you & wick o beip you 10 & Walker und
“'F‘.::,:';,:.'f‘.."’:....., “Your amistants can hedp me,” be sy

wed © having thrse mectal begs srapped 0 your body. Now, a won =
you'



wall agais withowt o widk. 1 “-“

Take it It will help you™
Tladter sbook hin bead. "I walk withost

a 2tich ™ e mid meﬂ.“’ A i
He tried 10 take o wep fleward, Nohing \

bappencd, Terrible padee ywrpt once agals

through the stusge of his Jege. :
“Try kicking the stump of your feg forwand,™

wald Desoutier, “Move the kg &

S0 the weeks am! months passed and Bader learoed t0 play golf

win & betier golfer than mont of his friends, He learmed 40
o by o llekundﬁndommhﬂﬁlm‘_
A the mouths paeed

The Bader Story (3)

B, “We're going to play gol(™ they said, “We thought that you
n::;me:ﬁ-.' - b : 2
M'lmu.&»nxu’@'ﬁﬁg"mﬁ il e
Conarse.” ' g ¥

They got into che car and drove o the golff coumse. One of
friends gave Bim a golf dub and some ball. “Why don't you s
can do with them 2 he said. “Tt will :
When his friends had gone Bader pat a ball oo

with his new metal Jogs. Them ane day scese B caled

ey the gram. ¥

8

Oee day Domglas Bedes's friends foosd him
sting for "‘““," the airfick!, He had his

club wed swung st the ball, Fe tndmed it hy
hes snd il Rat on b back.  He hw
Llornly at hm\.lf,‘u( -p,mlwwncﬂ-.h-
15 same thing bappenad, Twelve times he tried
sl twedve times e failed and fell to the ground,
Then at last he hit the ball. Tt sared away §
ineo the sl amd he felt ke cheerieg. 1t waa »
magnificent drive and the Lall Jandod diose 1
e flag on the nexs groen. *This ks fine,™ said
Nader to Elmaell. “Now 1 thall 30an lears bow
1 use my metal Jegs o play godd™
He made up hix mind 10 learn 1o play golf
better than his frdends, I shaa't need any
bedp,™ he said 1w them when they retumed, *1
shall walk mm‘:t: s -7:‘:‘:
shall sllm soysell. I you
best zr,ou'ﬂyh\' 10 work very hand t0-

mprove your pame.” :
"Hin friends laughed and joked with bim.
“We shan't mind being beston, :"‘l""“l o
thesm. 1 goif helps you to Jesrn -
with those metal begs we sl be very pleased.

1wt v fy -

9

w onher A\'nagmd. ’MMNV.IW m y )
lu&dlmawm&m*:uﬁ‘hh&
Some momths later Dongla war Central
to be tested in the alr, Nuyhnumﬂ:-vdﬁ&h our b
m“m o"“":qwmﬁ“ %_", .:. h
asything. Tie's the bost plot we've ever e
In spite of this the Royal Air Force finally decided that & e
conshd pot be sccepted o a pidot. Bader wan not alkowed 10 o4
buet b ws promised that If war broke ot he would be alks
When war did break out in 1939 Dooglas Bader
Raoyal Alr Force and drawing his flying kit. Her
bootr. "1 don't need those,™ be laughed. “1
in the months that flowed Bader proved




The Bader Story (4)

Soon n boenber Jefy wu.“
lex war dropped by parachute over Bader’s
prisen camp, -“WMNHMI@*
Badier tried to eacape, bt be wis recaptured by
the Germars,  Again and agaka he wied
rcage and retum o Englund but he was never
abie to rorceed. Several times the Germsant
rock it legs away frons hisn and trind 10 make
baim pmm}n not o iy "o oacape, bt m
abways refmed sod M lat he Genmam
put bim in Colditz, m".m
where the Gormass kept thelr most

Even In his own lifetime be has become = legend. He was the S
pilot ever to fiy with the Rowal Air Force, He was alio ooe of
pilows 10 By in the Battle of Rritain. "

i3 e > - "



Bader’s Hurricane with 242 Sgn




DRS Bader - Extracts from RAFC Honours Register
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DRS Bader - Colditz Resident
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DRS Bader - ‘Reunited’
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A Very Fine Cranwellian - Douglas Bader

Group Captain Sir Douglas Robert Steuart Bader
CBE, DSO & Bar, DFC & Bar, FRAeS, DL
(21 February 1910 — 5 September 1982)

Joined the RAF in 1928, commissioned in 1930, lost both legs in
an aerobatic accident in 1931. Despite being discharged on
medical grounds, he rejoined in 1939 to become a renowned
flying ace, credited with 22 aerial victories, four shared victories,
six probables, one shared probable and 11 enemy aircraft
damaged. Shot down in 1941 - blue-on-blue - he ‘resided’ in
Colditz Camp for the next 4 years.
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