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A Singh - “A Most Distinguished Cranwellian”

ACM Sir Michael Graydon GCB CBE
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A Singh - Tribute to his becoming MIAF in 1963

Air Vice-Marshal
Arjan Singh, D.F.C.

It has just been announced that Air Vice-Marshal Arjan Singh is to be the next Chief of Air
Staff of the Indian Air Force with the rank of Air Marshal.

After graduating from the Government College, Lahore, the future Air Marshal was selected
for Cranwell. He joined the College in 1938 and was in *“ B ”” Squadron with the present Com-
mandant, Air Commodore Lyne. His C.F.I. was Squadron Leader (now Marshal of the Royal
Air Force) Dermot Boyle. He graduated in December 1939 and is remembered among
other things as a keen swimmer and hockey player. He has always maintained his sporting
interests and is still an ardent golfer.

On his return to India, he was posted to No. 1 Squadron, then equipped with Lysanders.
He fought with this squadron in Burma, became a Flight Commander when it was re-equipped
with Hurricanes and then commanded the same squadron against the Japanese at Imphal.
His brilliant sorties during this campaign earned him the D.F.C. Since the war, he has com-
manded the station at Ambala and held a wide range of command and staff appointments
culminating in his present appointment as V.C.A.S. While the Air Marshal was A.O.C.-in-C.
Operational Command, the Indian Air Force underwent a vast programme of expansion and
modernisation. He was personally responsible in large measure both for directing the Air
Force’s operational training and for setting up on the west coast a high level Armament Train-
ing Wing. Recently, he was in overall charge of Exercise Shiksa which was held by the Indian
Air Force in conjunction with the R.A.F., the R.A.A.F., and the U.S.A.F.

The new C.A.S. has attended the R.A.F. Staff College at Andover, the Joint Services Staff
College and the Imperial Defence College.

A.V.-M. Arjan Singh is married and has three children. His wife — Mrs. Teji Arjan Singh —
takes a keen interest in servicemen’s families and presides over a number of important welfare
activities.

’l;he Journal offers its sincere congratulations and best wishes to this distinguished Old Cran-
wellian.



A Singh - Commemorative Pamphlet Extract

singh” got an “Average” in Hying, whic h rose 1o "Above Average

on December 22, 1949, He v

vas awarded colours Iin swimming

ithletics and hockey and was the Vice-Captain ol the teams for

these sports

When the Second World War began in Europe in September 1939,
their training was cut short due to the shortage of pilots in the Air
Force and they were commissioned in December, 1939. There was

a shortage of pilots everywhere—in the Royal Air Force in Britain

e, Cranuodl CEngland) in 19359
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1acdia. which had only one
quadron at Ambala. Prithipal
neh and Arjan Singh were
the last two olficers (o join
the squadron in January 1940,

rhis Indian squadron had

heen formed on April 1, 1933

at Drigh Road, Karachi by the

first batch of airmen, who PR~

were called the Hawai T e

Sepoys and a few officers

, : = No I Squadran Crest. fis personniel are
(including Subroto callesd ‘tigers’ anal their motto 13 Tibad

Mukherjee, who later -

became the first Indian Air Chief) and was commanded by an
RAF officer. Originally, it had four Westland Wapitis (a fabric
bomber/reconnaissance biplane, typical of the RAF aircraft during
the inter-war period). The joining of these two officers brought
the squadron to its full strength in 1940.
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A Singh - The Swimmer
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SWIMMING. [Photos : Gale é- Pol'den: Ltd

Standing—F./C. J. G. Lecky. F./C. B. Howe. F./C. A. D. Livingstone. F./C. J. A. Sowrey.

F./C.

x .
Seated—F./C. D. C. Sharman. F./C. Arjan Singh. F./C. I. N. MacDougall. F./C. R. A. L. Morant (captain)

.'W. Vaughan. F./C.]J.H. Deas. F./C.R. Veal. F./Sgt. Marwood.
E.

F./C. G. E. Chandler. F./C.C. M. Burfield. F./C. J. E. Newton-Clare.



A Singh - The Athlete

———a —

T S RN e "l

i R
koI T

el BRI R
ATHLETICS.

Back Row—F./C. R. C. L. Parkhouse. F./C. R. A. Macfarlane. F./C. ]J. T. Berryman.
F./C. H. C. Randall.

2nd Row—F./Sgt. A. Johnstone. F./C. M. F. S. Laughton. F./C. C. Light. F./C. D. C. Sharman. F./C. M. Negus.
F./C. Prithipal Singh. F./C. Cpl. J. Child. F./C. A. H. Himbhrey. F./51t. Taylor.

Front Row—F./C. P. J. M. Nettleton. F./C. D. C. Shepley. F./C. Sgt. J. Tillett. F./C. J. D. Steuart-Richardson (captain).
F./C. Cpl. D. L. Wingate. F./C. D. M. Barbour. F./C. Arjan Singh.

F./C. A.D. Livingstone.  F./C. F. R. Bird.



A Singh - The Hockey Player
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Standing—F.|C. Cpl. B. G. Mace. F./C. R. L. Wade. F./C. D. M. Barbour. F./C. P. E. A. Carr. F./C. Cpl. D. E. D. Milsom
F./C. Prithipal Singh.

Seated—F./C. ]J. K. C. Ralston. F./C. Sgt. J. W. Carmichael. F./C. Sgt. J. Tillett (captain). F./C. Cpl. R. V. Herbert
F./C. Arjan Singkb. .



MIAF Arjan Singh DFC - The Airman (1)

Marshal of the Sky

Marshal of the Indian Air Force
Arjan Singh, DFC




MIAF Arjan Singh DFC - The Airman (2)
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MIAF Arjan Singh DFC - The Airman (3)
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MIAF Arjan Singh DFC - The Airman (4)
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DFC - Distiviguished Fiytng
Cross

Even now, | am in touc

pilots depend on ground technical staff to keep the planes in good
condition. Arjan Singh fondly recollects the contribution of the
technical wizard who looked after the planes—Group Captain Ram

38

CARJAN SINGH nry

b with at least five of the people who were
with me in Imphal, three of them are Airmen and two are officers.”

MIAF Arjan Singh DFC - The Airman (5)

A Fying Loghbook entry, showing alr attack caswalties of
Japanese (roofs, 1994

remembers the Marshal. *It did not come
as a complete surprise. He gave us about
two hours notice, we gathered some.
officers and airmen of the squadron, but
we did not stop the operations even then.
For a young man to get such a medal in.
front of his own squadron is a great
satisfaction. 1 was a part of the squadron,
at Imphal and they were @ part of me.
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Singh, MBE (Member of the British Empire). He belonged 1o
Sansarpur village, near Jalandhar in Punjab, which is famous for
producing legendary hockey players. He was the first person 10

join as Hawai Sepoy.

In all, his squadron got nine DFCs—which is quite a record. NO

other squadron, whether Indian or British, got so many DFCs on

the Burma Front. But the cost was sadly high—out of the 21 pilots
who originally went from Kohat to Imphal, only five returned,
Two of the DFC-winners, Air Vice-Marshal A. R. (Nifty) Pandit and
Group Captain (Nanu) Shitoley were among the first to congratulate
the Marshal of the Indian Air Force when his new rank was
announced. Following such a long stint on the front, the squadron

was moved and its chief given a peace-time posting.



A Singh - A Cranwellian Returns 1967
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INDIAN FLIGHT CADETS TRAINED AT
THE ROYAL AIR FORCE COLLEGE CRANWELL 1930 - 1945

SEPTEMBER 1930 ENTRY. 4 SEPTEMBER 1930 TO 22 JULY 1932

AB AWAN .

S MUKERJEE Withdrawn 2 April 1931. Unlikely to make a safe pilot. !
A SINGH ‘
B SINGH }
HC SIRCAR , _:
JN TANDON Withdrawn 29 June 1931. Unlikely to make a safe pilot.

SEPTEMBER 1931 ENTRY. 3 SEPTEMBER 1931 TO 14 July 1933 -

AM ENGINEER

JANUARY 1932 ENTRY. 1 FEBRUARY 1932 TO 15 DECEMBER 1933 ]

KK MAJUMDAR
NAHRENDRA
D SINGH

SEPTEMBER 1932 ENTRY. 1 SEP BER 1932 TO 14 DECEMBER 1 fN

RN BATRA

MK KHANNA Withdrawn 21 October 1932 at own request.
H RUNGANADHAM :

EPTEMBER 1933 E Y. 31A T 1933 TO 26 JULY 19 .
HU KHAN
GR SHARMA Withdrawn 17 January 1935. Unlikely to make an officer.
RHD  SINGH .

H

E 1 1936 {
A GUPTA Withdrawn 4 September 1935. |Il Health. :
M SINGH f
S MBE 1 :
SN GOYAL
BE K NANDA Transferred 9 September 1937 to Equipment Branch

through inability to fly.
PTEM 8 BER 1938 T ER
KM BAHL Withdrawn 31 July 1939. Unlikely to become a safe pilot.
XA SINGH TN oy ; i

P SINGH . With spot-on precision timing, the fly past of |et Provosts of the Flying Train- |

ing Wing swoop low over the parade ground at R.A F. College, Cranwell as the
reviewing offuce( for the graduation parade of No. 91 entry, Air Chief Marshal
Arpan Singh, Chief of the Air Staff, Indian ‘Air Force, arrives for the start of
: : - onnthe ceremony.



A Singh - As The Reviewing Officer 1967

® ROYAL AIR FORCE COLLEGE CRANWELL

GRADUATION PARADE

No. 91 l’n!l:r

REVIEWING OFFICER:
AR CHIEF MARSHAL ARJAN SINGH, prc,
CHIEF OF THE AIR STAFF
INDIAN AR Forcr

No. 91 Entry Royal Air Force College

ir Force College, Cranwell and No 13 Entry entered the
A e L1 Entry at Cranwell in January last ,..rm""l"‘"&

Cranwell 26th May, 1967

In Autuma 1964 No 91 F
Force Technical College
ped with

pical Coliege m ge
¥ iR 2 Navigators, 37 Engmeer Officers, 2 Equipment Officers, 2 Secretarial Officers and
o Fone Rl :n’ o N ot Jeaving. Cranwell the Pilots and Navigators will continge with
T g at | Air Force Oakington, Royal Air Force Tern Hill, u\»,.ur :u Force \'"ﬁ: and kﬁr_;ﬂ‘,“f
val Air Eorce Ok imgton, B eiming in the Department of Enginecring at Cranwell for & futthes
sall.  The Enginecr Oficers Wil conL ations. The Equipment and Secretarial Officers will aio contiue
at Cramwedl, bt only for ey will proceed (o their frst stations (0 serve a8 fully gualified
st i thevr respective branches e NIF Frce Regiment Officer will proceed direct 10 & Field Squadron.

“C" SQUADRO!

Kl N
SOVEREIGN'S SQUADRON )
M. Bonney-James

5 R

sUo M. P. Horton Pilot SHQ .
vo B. M. Cotam Pilot xa & '5(‘::'“
vo C. W. D. Watson Pilot e e
vo 1. Lillis Navigator u . W, Wi
SFC A. F. Bailey Pilot SEC T. Bofton
SFC 1. C. Baikey Frgineer SFC T. St G. Coldicott
SFC D. J. Betts Equipment SFC - C, Coville
SFC P. M. Blee Pilot SEC K, H. Dalziel
SFC M. C. Charlton Engineer SEC C. M, Edwards
SFC A. P, Chi Pilot SFC G. C. Fordham
SFC K. 1. Harrs Engineer SFC T. F. Hilton
SFC G. P. Hermer Engineer SFC 3. C. Marsh
SFC 1. G. Jamieson Engineer SFC B. P, 1. Pearce
SFC K. D, R. Mans Pilot SEC C. W. Pratley
SFC M. 5. Pearce Engincer SEC K. E, Shell
SFC N, ple Engincer SFC B. ). Simon
SFC P. B. Sharman Pilot SFC M. V. Smith
SFC C. G. Winsland Sccretarial SFC P. 3, Smith

SFC M. J. Stokes

SFC C. L. Whiraker
.. SFC P. Wray

A' SQUADRON ‘D SQUADRON
SU0 A. J. C. Bagnall Pilot ) M. D. C. Fonfe
vo ). T. Baker Pilot vo A. McKay
uo L. A. Davison Navigator uo W. Lynch
o R. P Pilot A.T. Ford
SFC B. C. Barrett E SF NE o
i N W, Berryman Pilot SFC 1. F. Bal
§ ihvers . 4
SFC G 1. Comish-Underwood Bl L e o
SFC 3.G, Davies Pilos ng 1. Brackenbury
SFC R. M. H. Fletcher £ SFC PG
St vy Enginecr sre G. 1. Crombie
S PWw ¢ 3 » D”
SFC C. A, :«‘g‘:‘m E.".&““' e JoXuher
SFC M. J L. Hurcombe Eaga ] e
oS R 4 K- Mitchell Engincer SFC A, R. Haynes
SFC - Poay Enginocr SFC RL
SFC Pilot SFC N.R. .
SFC SFC R. S, Howe ..
SFC Pilot SFC T 1. Jenner {
SFC Engincee SFC C. G. Leuchars \ \
SFC : SFC R. A, Poulter > N4
SFC Pilot SFC LP.Smith
SFC (<o SFC & tw C
igator SFC Ward Air f ety ; v ~ SLr L a G A ]
tir Chief Marshal Arjan Singh, D.F.C., Chief of the Air Staff, Indian Air Force



A Singh - Reviewing 91 Entry May 1967




A Singh - 91 Entry Passing Out Parade

THE PARADE MARCHES ON

At 11.10 hours the four Squadrons will march on Parade and form up in line.
Band.* THE ROYAL AIR FORCE COLLEGE QUICK MARCH *

THE QUEEN’S COLOUR IS MARCHED ON
With the Parade in Review Order and at the ™ Present ' the Queen’s Colour v
marched on. 2
Spectators stand and salute or uncover.

Band— “ THE POINT OF WAR™

“ POACHER FANFARE™
“ THE LINCOLNSHIRE POACHER ™

Spectators sit after the Parade slopes arms.

THE ARRIVAL OF THE REVIEWING OFFICER

At 11.29 hours, the Reviewing Officer, accompanied by the Air Officer Comn
in-Chief, Flying Training Command, Air Chief Marshal Sir John Davi
the Commandant, Air Vice-Marshal T. N. Stack, cvO, CBE, AFC, will
right flank of the Parade Ground by the Assistant Commandant
Commodore R. G. Wakeford, Mvo, OBE, AFC. The Reviewing Officer
escorted to the Saluting Base by the Commandant.

THE FLY PAST

Jet Provosts of the Flying Training Wing will fly past as the
proceeds to the Saluting Base.

The Trumpeters of the Royal Air Force College—
FANFARE—* ASTRAL PRIDE "—D. G. Robinson.

Spectators stand.

THE GENERAL SALUTE

The Parade receives the Reviewing Officer with a General Salute.
Band—"* GENERAL SALUTE ™

Spectators stand.

THE INSPECTION

The Reviewing Officer inspects the Parade.
Band--“TRUMPET PIECE FOR A CEREMONIAL OCCASION
Spectators sit during the inspection.

THE MARCH PAST

;I_‘he Parade, with the Queen’s Colour, marches past in Review in s oW
ime. ,

Slow March Past—" RIENZI "—Wagner. '
Quick March Past—"* THE HIGH SCHOOL CAD!

Spectators to stand and salute or uncover Queen's C
A only when the Queen's
ately in front of them. ) Queen’s

THE HAND OVER OF THE QUEEN’'S COLOUR

The Queen’s Colour is handed over from the
Party. '

Band—* BRITISH GR
Band—*" MILANOLLI
Spectators to stand and

emonial

’THE ADVANCE IN REVIEW ORDER

Having reformed line the Parade advances in Review Order, halts and presents arms
in a General Salute.

At the General Salute spectators stand.

Band—* THE ROYAL AIR FORCE ADVANCE "—Sims.
Band—" GENERAL SALUTE™

THE PRESENTATION OF AWARDS
The Reviewing Officer presents :
THE SWORD OF HONOUR :
THE QUEEN'S MEDAL :
THE KINKEAD TROPHY :

Spectators sit during the Presentation.

To Senior Under Officer M. D. C. FONFE
To Senior Flight Cadet A. CHILVERS
To Under Officer C. W. D. WATSON

THE REVIEWING OFFICER’S ADDRESS

THE QUEEN'S COLOUR AND THE GRADUATING ENTRY MARCH OFF

The Parade Commander obtains permission to march off The Queen’s Colour and
the Graduating Entry. : )
The Parade presents arms, The Graduating Entry marches off parade in slow time
following The Queen’s Colour up the steps of the College in their last ceremonial
act as Flight Cadets.

Spectators stand and salute or uncover.
Band—" AULD LANG SYNE™

THE DISMISSAL OF THE PARADE

Under the command of the new Senior Under Officer of the Sovereign’s Squadron
the parade marches off to dismiss on the Squadron Parade Grounds.

Band—* THE ROYAL AIR FORCE MARCH PAST "—Walford Davies.

THE REVIEWING OFFICER ENTERS THE COLLEGE

Escorted by the Commandant, The Air Officer Commanding-in-Chief, Flying
Training Command, and the Assistant Commandant (Cadets), the Reviewing
Officer enters the College.

Spectators stand.

INCIDENTAL MUSIC

During the Assembly of Spectators incidental music will be played by the No. 1
Regional Band. RAF Swinderby.

Director of Music .. Squadron Leader V. H. HUTCHINSON, LRAM, ARCM.



A Singh - A Cranwellian Returns Again 1989

The Reviewing Officer 28 September 1989: Air Chief Marshal Arjan Singh DFC (Sep 38 Entry)
with Prizewinners of 119 Initial Officer Training Course, from left: Flying Officer P Wilkins,
Flying Officer E Dobinson, Flying Officer R E Wotton and Pilot Officer A J Gillespie.




A Singh - Fond Memories 2002
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MARSHAL OF THE INDIAN AIR FORCE
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A Singh - RAF College Trophy
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