
RAF COLLEGE CRANWELL

“THE GE YEARS”

Chapter 2 - Prizewinners



Leadership Prizes

Trophy Award Criteria GEs Awarded
The Sword Of Honour* is awarded by the Air Force 
Board to the Defence Council to the graduate entrant 
who is recommended by the Commandant as having 
most distinguished himself in leadership and in general 
influence for the good of the College

1/70, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 
12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 22, 26, 

The Hennessy Trophy is awarded to the officer who, 
during initial training, has most distinguished himself in 
leadership and officer qualities 

26, 27, 28, 34, 35, 36, 37, 38,39 
40

The Queen’s Medal is awarded by HM the Queen to the 
officer who, in the opinion of the Commandant, has 
produced the best performance in all aspects of training.

11, 14, 22, 27

The Philip Sassoon Memorial Trophy is awarded to the 
best all round student of the entry, excepting the winner 
of the Sword of Honour

1/70, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 
12, 14, 15, 16, 17, 20, 22, 23, 26 

* The Sash of Merit was awarded to WRAF graduates who would otherwise have received the Sword of Honour; 2GE (Cooke),; 5 GE (Jones)



Flying Prizes

Trophy Award Criteria GEs Awarded

The Kinkead Trophy* is awarded to the winner of the 
RM Groves Prize

1/70, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 
15, 16, 17, 22, 26, 27

The Hicks Memorial Trophy is awarded 1/70, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 15, 
16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25 

The Dickson Memorial Trophy** is awarded to the 
graduate who shows most proficiency in applied flying

2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10,11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 
16, 17, 20, 22, 23, 25, 26, 27

The Battle of Britain Memorial Trophy is awarded to 
the graduate who shows most proficiency in aerobatic 
flying

1/70, 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 15, 
16, 17, 20, 22, 23, 25, 26, 27

* Awarded since 1958 with the RM Groves Prize ** Awarded with the Michael Hill Memorial Prize



Other Specialist Prizes

Trophy Award Criteria GEs Awarded

The Beckwith Trophy is awarded to the graduate 
officer who submitted the best paper on a 
selected engineering subject.

2, 3, 5, 7, 17, 18, 19, 23, 24, 26, 28, 29, 
30

The Chicksands Cup and Book Prize is 
awarded to the officer who has achieved the 
highest standard in professional studies on Initial 
Engineering Courses during his academic year

9, 10, 11, 12, 14, 15, 16, 20, 22, 27

The RAF College Prize for Supply Studies is 
awarded to the supply graduate officer who 
achieved the highest standard during 
professional training

3, 7, 9, 13, 17, 20, 26, 27

The RAF College Secretarial Cup is awarded to 
the secretarial graduate officer who achieved the 
highest standard during professional training

3, 5, 7, 9, 10, 11, 14, 17, 18, 20, 25, 28



GE Sword of Honour Sash of Merit Queens 
Medal

Philip 
Sassoon 
Memorial 
Trophy

Dickson 
Trophy

Kinkead 
Trophy Battle of Britain Hicks 

Memorial Beckwith Supply Cup Secretarial 
Cup

1/70 HG Mackay JA Giles HG Mackay HG Mackay GO Riddett MJB Bell

2/70 CJ Jones SL Cooke 
(WRAF) GLP Aldhouse N Day NDay N Day N Day BW Woodcock

3 RD Clements CR Ward RD Clements RD Clements RA Malcolm RD Clements PW Giles P Haigh AS Rowlands 
(WRAF)

4 PO Sturley JK Murty GJ Tomlinson GJ Tomlinson RF Borough

5 TW Rimmer SG Jones 
(WRAF) RSN Perry I Wilton-Jones TN 

Armstrong I Wilton-Jones RC Harris M Campbell BW Cain

6 IBM Steward DJ Daulby GT Bowman DJ Daulby GT Bowman DJ Daulby

7 GD Pyper Ian W 
Thomson PR Cooper AM Taylor PR Cooper AM Taylor IW Thomson Judy Womack 

(WRAF)
MHJ Maxwell 

(WRAF)

8 AB Gjertsen WR Austin JR Wood JR Wood GR Arthur JR Wood

Hughes Years May 70 - Sep 72

Prizewinners 



1/70 GE (GD&Eng) and 2/70 GE (S&S)



2 GE (GD&Eng)

Graduated after 2/70 GE (S&S)



3 GE (GD&Eng) and 3 GE (S&S)

Graduated together



4 GE (All Pilots)



5 GE (GD & Eng) and 5 GE (S&S)

5 GE (S&S) graduated ahead of 5 GE (GD&Eng)



6 GE (GD&Eng)

7 GE (S&S) graduated with 6 GE (GD&Eng)



7 GE (GD&Eng) and 7 GE (S&S)

7 GE (S&S) graduated with 6 GE (GD&Eng) ahead of 7 GE (GD&Eng)



8 GE

(All pilots)



Austin-Smith Years Sep 72 - Jul 75

Prizewinners 

GE Sword of 
Honour

Sash of 
Merit

Queens 
Medal

Philip 
Sassoon 
Memorial 
Trophy

Dickson 
Trophy

Kinkead 
Trophy

Battle of 
Britain

Hicks 
Memorial Beckwith Chicksands Supply 

Cup
Secretarial 

Cup

9 PL Moules DA Lee PL 
Moules PL Moules NJ Slater GA Forbes DA Lee RK Taplin N Jenkins

10 CG 
Vallance

G Peck G Peck G Peck D Oakley G Peck PA Shreeve GPC 
Wooding

11 JD Arkell JD Arkell MT Moffatt JD Arkell JD Arkell JD Arkell K Schultz NPG Elliott AW Medford

12 AP Couch GE Willis NCA 
Beasant

NCA 
Beasant

NCA 
Beasant AT Hudson J Brindley

13 AB Chubb AB 
Chubb DG Stein AB Chubb DG Stein SA 

Cartwright

14 RGA 
Westlake

RGA 
Westlake

GE 
McCaughe

y

MD 
Beech

EH Ball MJ Parker ODL Delany

15 AG 
Willnburch RC Norriss TL Evans RA Barker RC Norriss DA 

Hamilton
AG 

Willnburch

16 IF Mackay PW 
Underhil PW Grice PW Grice KP Oliver GH Edge PW Underhil

17 R 
McClellan

DW 
McCreadie

R 
McClellan

R 
McClellan

R 
McClellan I Pallister SP Murphy MR 

MacKenzie

18 AD 
Sweetman

PG 
Pynegar SD Ottridge MB Gould

19 S Gunner R Betteridge 
RVW Wilson

20 PA Weaver AA Young PA 
Sneddon

MRG 
Buckland AG O’Neill R 

MacCleman AJ White

21 LJ Pennell



9 GE (GD & Eng) and 9 GE (S&S)

9 GE (S&S) graduated ahead of 9 GE (GD&Eng)



10 GE (GD&Eng) and 10 GE (S&S)

10 GE (S&S) graduated with 9  GE (GD&Eng)



11 GE (GD&Eng)

11 GE (GD&Eng) graduated with12 GE (S&S)



12 GE (GD&Eng)

12 GE (GD & Eng) graduated with13 GE (S&S)



13 GE (GD&Eng)

13 GE (GD&Eng) graduated after 13 GE (S&S) + 12GD(GD&Eng)



14 GE (GD & Eng) and 14 GE (S&S) 

14 GE (GD&Eng) graduated with 15 GE (Sec)


14 GE (S&S) graduated with 15 GE (Supply)



15 GE (GD&Eng)

15 GE (GD&Eng) graduated with 17 GE (Supply) 



16 GE (GD&Eng)

16 GE (GD&Eng) graduated “around the same time as” 17 GE (Sec)



17 GE (GD& Eng) and 17 GE (S&S)

17 GE (GD&Eng) graduated together in mid-March 1975


17 GE (Secretarial) graduated separately in January 1975

17 GE (Supply) graduated with 15 GE (GD&Eng)



GRADUATIONS BEYOND 17 GE


Combined Phase 1 & 2 graduations end at this point.


 Phase 2 Training graduations occur as independent events

(e.g. Wings Ceremonies for GD till February 1977; 


Initial Engineering Courses for Engineers;

Secretarial Officers Courses for Secretarial;


Initial Supply Courses for Supply).


As this period from 17 GE to 40 GE evolves,

alignment between ‘parent’ GEs and 


Wings/IEC/SOC/IECs becomes more difficult to follow,

but there remains some alignment.



18 GE (GD&Eng) and 18 GE (S&S)

18 GE (GD&Eng) graduated at separate ceremonies in July 1975


18 GE (Sec) graduated in April and 18 GE (Supply) in September 1975



19 GE (GD, Eng, Secretarial and Supply)



20 GE (GD, Eng, Secretarial and Supply)



21 GE (GD, Eng, Secretarial and Supply)



Colahan Years Jul 75 - Jan 78

Prizewinners 

GE Sword of 
Honour

Hennessy 
Trophy

Queens 
Medal

Philip 
Sassoon 
Memorial 
Trophy

Dickson 
Trophy

Kinkead 
Trophy 

(RM 
Groves)

Battle of 
Britain

Hicks 
Memorial Beckwith Chicksands Supply 

Cup
Secretarial 

Cup

22 DN Case IW 
McNicoll DN Case PL 

Chandler IW McNicoll IW 
McNicoll

IW 
McNicoll DD Woodman

23 JG Whitton FC 
Michaels

FC 
Michaels SP Morgan RJ Bishop

24 IM 
Redwood SR Sims

25 CL Froude JW Glover GM Flack PGH 
Hodcroft

26 MWJ Hare NB 
Brewerton MWJ Hare MWJ Hare 

(JA Watts)
MWJ Hare 

(DR 
Southwood)

MWJ Hare 
(JA Watts)

DR 
Southwood

AD 
Thomson

DB 
Cannon

27 RG Smith RG Smith SDJ Green SDJ 
Green

RG Smith 
(RP Brady) RP Brady D 

Procopides SP West JG 
Potter

28 ID Brownlee SW Chase NW 
Gammon SW Chase

29 JP Warren-
Wilson

NS 
Morris NS Morris AS 

Gallagher
(M 

Chatterton) J Mardon M 
Chatterton PJ Driver



22 GE (GD, Eng, Secretarial and Supply)



23, 24, 25 GE (GD, Eng, Secretarial and Supply)

Nothing  found 
for 24 GE yet



26 GE (GD, Eng, Secretarial and Supply)



27 GE (GD, Eng, Secretarial and Supply)



28, 29 GE (GD, Eng, Secretarial and Supply)

29 GE



Harcourt-Smith Years Jan 78 - Jan 80

Prizewinners 

GE Sword of 
Honour

Hennessy 
Trophy

Queens 
Medal

Philip 
Sassoon 
Memorial 
Trophy

Dickson 
Trophy

Kinkead 
Trophy 

(RM 
Groves)

Battle of 
Britain

Hicks 
Memorial Beckwith Chicksands Supply 

Cup
Secretarial 

Cup

30 i Saville CH Moran (JR 
Gostick)

JH Murphy TM Winn-
Morgan

31

32 D Walker

33 EG Jones

34 IOT JP Crosse

35 IOT W 
Armstrong

W 
Armstrong

36 IOT MJ Crossey MJ 
Crossey

37 IOT SJ Duncan 
(WRAF)

SJ Duncan 
(WRAF)

38 IOT BA Moore BA Moore

39 IOT H Millar H Millar

40 IOT
MA 

Townsend-
Smith

MA 
Townsend-

Smith

MA 
Townsend-

Smith



30, 30(R), 32GE (GD, Eng, Secretarial and Supply)

30 GE 30(R) 32 GE



33 GE, 34, 35 GE/IOT (GD, Eng, Secretarial and Supply)

33 GE



36, 37, 38 GE/IOT (GD, Eng, Secretarial and Supply)



39, 40 GE/IOT (GD, Eng, Secretarial and Supply)


