
RAF COLLEGE CRANWELL
“Tour Guide Presentation”

Chapter 5 - The Library



Mahogany Bombers - Sir Frank Whittle
Sir Frank Whittle is the RAF College’s most distinguished academic cadet. His desk can be seen 
at the entrance to the College library where you will also find many items of interest relating to Sir 
Frank’s achievements as the inventor of the jet engine. 

Whilst a teenager at Cranwell, he published his first printed theory of jet propulsion in the Cranwell 
Journal of Autumn 1928. Our chief educational block to the west of the College is named Whittle 
Hall in his memory and a replica of the prototype jet engine stands in the entrance to this building. 
An extract from his paper is exhibited outside the Commandant’s Meeting Room at the back of the 
College Hall library. 

To the right of this slide is a letter exhibited in the RAF Club. It shows that Whittle, despite the 
knock-backs from officialdom in Whitehall, received support from RD Williams and ultimately 
Power Jets Ltd, to pursue his theories and to develop the turbo-jet engine for the Gloster E28/39, 
which flew at Cranwell for the first time on 15 May 1941. As Whittle’s hand-written note 
acknowledges, the letter from RD Williams was to change the course of Whittle’s life. 

And Sir Frank Whittle very recently featured on social media, Facebook, with a light hearted 
explanation of why he was motivated to invent the jet engine.



Mahogany Bombers - MRAF Sir Arthur Harris

Sir Arthur ‘Bomber’ Harris was a much loved C-in-C by his bomber crews, despite losing half of them 
during WW II. He was given the loosest of briefs to destroy Nazi Germany with strategic air power and, 
with the support of the USAF, he remained wedded to the belief that Germany could be destroyed from 
the air. 

However, his philosophy of ‘area bombing’ did not meet with universal approval and, despite attritional 
successes throughout WW II, he lost the full support of Churchill who saw the war being won on two 
land fronts - the Western Front launched on ‘D-day’ and the Eastern Front being waged by Stalin’s 
Soviet forces. Historian Max Hastings gives a very good account of the tensions within the RAF and 
between British and American forces as the strategic air power gave way to tactical air power in 
support of an integrated campaign on the Western Front. 

Notwithstanding, the contribution made by Air Chief Marshal Sir Arthur Harris during our darkest years 
cannot go understated and he remains one of our greatest air commanders ever. 

In an interview with the then Gp Capt Tony Mason - later AVM Professor Mason - Sir Arthur was to 
reiterate his determination, from the ‘shower of directives’, to take the war to the enemy and defeat him 
on his home ground.



Enemy Trophies

With his eye on the RAF College as 
a potential HQ, Goering sanctioned 
the presentation of two charcoal and 
chalk drawings of Richthofen and, 
his mentor, Boelcke; the College 
responded with two of its own WW1 
fighter aces, Captain Albert Ball VC 
and Major Mick Mannock VC. 

Offered as a gift to encourage 
mutual respect to “avert war”, the 
two drawings were presented  
during a visit by General Milch in 
1938 and have remained here ever 
since. It is thought that these 
drawings are copies of originals 
retained by Germany, but lost when 
Soviet forces closed in on Berlin to 
force the German surrender. 

A bust of Goering was presented at 
the same time and, surviving a 
temporary deployment to a skip, is 
located in the library, below the 
Japanese Document of Surrender. 
________________________________ 

To the right of these drawings, 
flanked by two Samurai swords, is a 
copy of the Japanese Document of 
Surrender accepted on the Allies’ 
behalf by Earl Mountbatten. It is 
displayed with one of the fountain 
pens actually used to sign the 
Surrender Treaty



‘Wizard Prang’



TE Lawrence (aka AC Shaw)



The Dowding Letter
The College library displays a copy of the original letter sent by ACM Sir Hugh Dowding to the 
PUS for Air, expressing his concern about the continued use of his fighter force in a 
beleaguered France and seeking its retention for the Battle of Britain which he foresaw. 

In the film Battle of Britain, the opening sequence shows the PUS interviewing Dowding on 
receipt of this historic and ‘game changing’ letter. You may recall the script as the PUS 
challenged Dowding, “You realise, Dowding, the Prime Minister will have to see this.” To which 
Dowding, played by Laurence Olivier, responded without flinching, “That’s why I wrote it.”


