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Fewest of the Few Supplement

SFTS Course 5 Graduated April 1940

SURNAME INITS
BAYLES IN
LUSK HS



Bayles, Ian Norman (SFTS Course 5) 

Born in Melbourne, Bayles arrived with his parents in England in 1923 and was educated 
at Winchester College. Although 
he returned to Australia in 1937, 
he decided to study law at 
Oxford before retiring to practice 
in Melbourne. He joined the 
U A S i n 1 9 3 8 a n d t h e n 
transferred to the RAFVR in 
June 1939. Commissioned on 
26 December, he underwent 
flying training at the newly 
formed SFTS Cranwell, on 
Course 5, before joining 152 
Squadron at Ackington on 20 
April 1940. 

After Converting to Spitfires at 5 
OTU, he was posted to 249 
Squadron at Leconfield, but 
rejoined 152 Squadron on 9 
June 1940 after personal intervention from OC 152 Squadron. 

Bayles damaged a Bf 110 on 15 August, claimed a Ju 88 (destroyed) and an He 111 
(damaged) on 25 September, damaged a Bf 110 on the 27th and He 111 on the 30th. 

On 18 August, he was posted from 152 Squadron to instruct. He attended a short gunnery 
course in mid-1942 and then posted to 224 Group India. Returning to ops in February 
1943, he assumed command of 135 Squadron till November, flying Hurricane ops along 
the Arakan Coast. 

He took command of 273 Squadron in December 1944 until appointed as Wing 
Commander  Flying, 902 Wing in April 1945. He was awarded a DFC in October that year. 

Returning to the UK in late 1945, he was released from the RAF in July 1946 and returned 
with his family in Australia in 1947. He died in August 1998. 

                                                                    __________ 
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Cranwellian Participants 

90 Flight cadets, 17 SFTS trainees and a transferee to the RAFVR, as far as our records 
show, each played their part in the Battle of Britain. Here we summarise their efforts by 
squadron; a more detailed breakdown is available in our booklet, Battle of Britain. 

Of the Cranwellians that served in squadrons within 10 Group (SW England), Charles 
Davis (8 with 238 Sqn), Brian Kingcome (7 with 92 Sqn), Harold Atkinson (6 with 213 Sqn), 
Allan Wright (6 also with 92 Sqn) and Eric Marrs (5 with 152 Sqn) are accredited 
‘aces’ (i.e. five or more ‘kills’) with the greatest number of successes. John Dewar (87 and 
213 Sqns), Peter Drew (236 Sqn), Richard Hogg (152 Sqn), John Jones (152 Sqn), 
Douglas Shepley (152 Sqn) who lost his brother at Dunkirk, and Kenneth Wordsell (219 
Sqn) all paid the ultimate sacrifice. 

By far the greatest number of Cranwellians involved in the Battle of Britain operated on 
squadrons within 11 Group (SE England). The ‘aces’ were Aeneas MacDonnell (8½ 
‘successes’ with 64 Sqn), Peter Townsend (8 with 85 Sqn), Henry Hogan (6 with 501 Sqn) 
and John Badger (5 with). Those who lost their lives on Ops within 11 Group were 
Christopher Andreae (64 Sqn), John Badger (43 Sqn), Charles Bacon (610 Sqn), John 
Chomley (257 Sqn), Philip Cox (501 Sqn), John Davey (1 Sqn), Ian Donald (141 Sqn), 
Geoffrey Gaunt (609 Sqn), Hilary Hood (41 Sqn), Noel Hall (257 Sqn), David Hanson (17 
Sqn), John Lecky (41 Sqn), Richard Lee (85 Sqn), John McKenzie (111 Sqn), Miles Miley 
(25 Sqn), Henry Sawyer (65 Sqn) and Rodney Wilkinson (266 Sqn).  
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Lusk, Harold Stewart (SFTS Course 5)  

 

Born in Auckland on 7 August 1918, Lusk was educated at King’s College. In 1937, he 
went to the UK to study at Merton College, Oxford. He joined the University Air Squadron 
in 1938 and was commissioned in the RAFVR in January 1939. 

Called up on 9 September 
1939, Lusk was posted to 
the RAF College to attend 
SFTS Course 5, when he 
was trained on Oxfords. At 
the end of the course, he 
was posted to No 1 School 
of Army Co-operation at Old 
Sarum, for No 7 Course, 
which ran from 20 May to 
22 June 1940. 

Lusk then went to 5 OTU 
Aston Down on the 23rd, 
converted to Blenheims and 
joined 25 Squadron at 
Martlesham Heath on 6 July. He flew his first operational sortie on the 13th, a convey 
patrol. 

Luck served with the squadron until August 1941, when he was posted to RAF Valley, as 
Senior Flying Control Officer. After an airfield control course at Prestwick, he returned to 
Valley, as Airfield Controller. In February 1943, Lusk joined 285 Squadron at Woodvale, 
anti-aircraft co-operation unit. In December, he took command of 291 Squadron at Hutton 
Cranswick, on similar duties. 

On 1 January 1944, Lusk transferred to the RNZAF and at the end of the year he left 291 
Squadron to resume his studies at Oxford, retaining the rank of Squadron Leader. 

After qualifying in late 1945, Lusk returned to the RNZAF and was rep[atriated to New 
Zealand, disembarking on 10 January 1946. He went onto the Reserve soon afterwards 
and joined a law firm in Auckland. Lusk was appointed QC on 23 October 1973. He died 
on 11 April 2009 at Waikanai. 
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Not strictly part of 11 Gp, but based at RAF Tangmere, the Fighter Interception Unit was 
formed and commanded by Peter Chamberlain, following his pioneering development work 
on air interception radar. Henry Eeles is also unique in that he is one Cranwellian who 
declined the offer of the Battle of Britain Clasp, despite having earned it as OC 263 Sqn 
operating Whirlwind and Hurricane aircraft. Charles Bacon, Ferdinand Baraldi and David 
Fulford were three Cranwellian participants who received their flying training from the 
SFTS at RAF Cranwell. 

On 12 Group operations, Tim Vigors (222 Sqn) appears to have been the outstanding 
Cranwellian ‘ace’ with five successes during the Battle of Britain.  

Arguably a better known Cranwellian in 12 Group was Sir Douglas Bader who, as OC 242 
Sqn, famously advocated the ‘Big Wing’ Ops concept despite fierce opposition from 11 
Gp who, being closer to the enemy lines, could not assemble a comparable ‘Big Wing’ in 
time to repel the oncoming Luftwaffe forces; they opted for finger four formations attacking 
the enemy aircraft in pairs, a mode d’emploi which was to become SOP in ‘Rodeo’ fighter 
sweeps over France after the Battle of Britain had been won. Bader was attributed four 
successes (1½ x Do 17, 1 x Bf109, 1 x Bf110) in the Battle of Britain. It is postulated that 
he was shot down - some believe blue-on-blue - in 1941, captured by the Germans and 
enjoyed the hospitality of Colditz Castle till the end of the war. 

Having been posted from 1 Sqn to 242 Sqn on 21 September, Michael Homer was shot 
down and killed on 27 September when his Hurricane aircraft P2967 crashed into a wood 
near Sittingbourne. 
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