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Fewest of the Few Supplement

SFTS Course 11 Graduated  September 1940
SURNAME INITS
BARALDI FHR
ROBINSON JCE



 

Baraldi, Ferdinand Henry Raphael  
(SFTS Course 11, Squadron 1)  

A member of the RAFVR from July 1939 (754760), Brandi was called up in September and 
after the ITW, he was at 1 EFTS, Hatfield, from 4 December 1939 to 10 May 1940. He 
moved to the SFTS at Cranwell 
on 8 June, attending No 11 
Course. 

O n c o m p l e t i o n , h e w a s 
commissioned on 7 September 
a n d p o s t e d t o 7 O T U , 
Harwarden. After converting to 
Spitfires, Baraldi joined 609 
Squadron at Middle Wallop on 
29 September. He did not fly his 
first operational sortie until 28 
October 1940. 

In August 1942, Baraldi was 
posted to 111 Squadron at 
Kenley, as a Flight Commander, 
and in October he went with it to 
Gibraltar and then to North Africa on 11 November. He damaged a Ju 88 east of Bone on 
18 November. 

 He left 111 Squadron on 11 January 1943, having developed some trouble with his eyes. 
He was then 30 years old. He was released from the RAF in 1946 as a Squadron Leader. 

Baraldi died in 1988. 

                                                                   __________ 
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Not strictly part of 11 Gp, but based at RAF Tangmere, the Fighter Interception Unit was 
formed and commanded by Peter Chamberlain, following his pioneering development work 
on air interception radar. Henry Eeles is also unique in that he is one Cranwellian who 
declined the offer of the Battle of Britain Clasp, despite having earned it as OC 263 Sqn 
operating Whirlwind and Hurricane aircraft. Charles Bacon, Ferdinand Baraldi and David 
Fulford were three Cranwellian participants who received their flying training from the 
SFTS at RAF Cranwell. 

On 12 Group operations, Tim Vigors (222 Sqn) appears to have been the outstanding 
Cranwellian ‘ace’ with five successes during the Battle of Britain.  

Arguably a better known Cranwellian in 12 Group was Sir Douglas Bader who, as OC 242 
Sqn, famously advocated the ‘Big Wing’ Ops concept despite fierce opposition from 11 
Gp who, being closer to the enemy lines, could not assemble a comparable ‘Big Wing’ in 
time to repel the oncoming Luftwaffe forces; they opted for finger four formations attacking 
the enemy aircraft in pairs, a mode d’emploi which was to become SOP in ‘Rodeo’ fighter 
sweeps over France after the Battle of Britain had been won. Bader was attributed four 
successes (1½ x Do 17, 1 x Bf109, 1 x Bf110) in the Battle of Britain. It is postulated that 
he was shot down - some believe blue-on-blue - in 1941, captured by the Germans and 
enjoyed the hospitality of Colditz Castle till the end of the war. 

Having been posted from 1 Sqn to 242 Sqn on 21 September, Michael Homer was shot 
down and killed on 27 September when his Hurricane aircraft P2967 crashed into a wood 
near Sittingbourne. 
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Robinson, James Clifton Edmeston.  
(SFTS Course 11, Squadron 2) 

Robinson, of Colwyn Bay, was educated at Oundle School and Christ’s College, 
Cambridge, where he read 
Engineering. He was a member 
of the UAS and was called up to 
f u l l - t i m e s e r v i c e a n d 
commissioned on 3 October 
1939. 

Robinson completed his flying 
training at the SFTS at Cranwell 
on No 11 Course, which ran 
from 8 June to 6 September 
1940. He raised at 6 OTU, 
Sutton Bridge, on 7 September. 
After converting to Hurricanes, 
he was posted to 1 Squadron at 
Wittering on the 28th. 

He shared in damaging a Do 17 on 27 October 1940 and shared the destruction of a Do 
17 on the 29th. 

Robinson damaged a Bf 109 over Maidstone on 21 April 1941 and on 11 May he 
intercepted an He 111 over Redhill, silenced the gunner and claimed the enemy bomber as 
probably destroyed. 

On 21 May 1941, Robinson was reported ‘Missing’. He was attacked by two Bf 109s over 
the Channel and never seen again. He was 23 and is remembered on the Runnymede 
Memorial, panel 30. Robinson’s portrait was drawn by Cuthbert Orde.  
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