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Fewest of the Few Supplement

S37 Entry Graduated July 1939

SURNAME INITS
ATKINSON HD
DOWDING DHT
HOWE B
TILLETT J



 

Atkinson, Harold Derrick (S37 Entry, B Squadron)       

Atkinson was born at Wintringham, Yorkshire on 19th August 1918 and educated at 
Shrewsbury School from 1932 to 1937, where he was a member of the First XI. He 
entered RAF College Cranwell as a Flight Cadet in September 1937 and graduated in July 
1939. 

Atkinson joined 213 Squadron at Wittering. He went with the squadron to Merville in 
France on 17th May 1940. On the 18th Atkinson destroyed a Me110 north-west of Douai. 
He shared in the destruction of a Hs 126 on the 19th and also shared a Do 215 the next 
day.  

The stay in France was a short one, with 213 returning to England on the 21 May, 'A' Flight 
going to Manston and 'B' Flight to Wittering. The squadron took part in the operations 
covering the evacuation of Dunkirk.  

On 27 and 28 May, Atkinson shot down Me109's and on the 29th he claimed a He 111 
destroyed and shared in damaging a Ju88. For his successes during May, Atkinson was 
awarded the DFC (gazetted 25th June 1940). 

213 Squadron was based at Exeter in August 1940 and over a period of seven days 
Atkinson claimed the destruction of six enemy aircraft, on the 12th two Me110's, on the 
13th a Me110 and on the 14th a He111. In this last action he returned to Exeter in 
Hurricane R4099 damaged by return fire from a He111 engaged over Lyme Bay. He was 
slightly wounded by shell splinters in the arm. On the 16th, Atkinson claimed a Me109 and 
another two days later.  

He failed to return from a combat over Warmwell on 25th August. His aircraft, Hurricane 
P3200, is believed to have crashed into the sea but Atkinson's body was recovered and he 
is buried in Market Weighton Cemetery, Yorkshire. 

                                                                __________ 
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Cranwellian Participants 

90 Flight cadets, 17 SFTS trainees and a transferee to the RAFVR, as far as our records 
show, each played their part in the Battle of Britain. Here we summarise their efforts by 
squadron; a more detailed breakdown is available in our booklet, Battle of Britain. 

Of the Cranwellians that served in squadrons within 10 Group (SW England), Charles 
Davis (8 with 238 Sqn), Brian Kingcome (7 with 92 Sqn), Harold Atkinson (6 with 213 Sqn), 
Allan Wright (6 also with 92 Sqn) and Eric Marrs (5 with 152 Sqn) are accredited 
‘aces’ (i.e. five or more ‘kills’) with the greatest number of successes. John Dewar (87 and 
213 Sqns), Peter Drew (236 Sqn), Richard Hogg (152 Sqn), John Jones (152 Sqn), 
Douglas Shepley (152 Sqn) who lost his brother at Dunkirk, and Kenneth Wordsell (219 
Sqn) all paid the ultimate sacrifice. 

By far the greatest number of Cranwellians involved in the Battle of Britain operated on 
squadrons within 11 Group (SE England). The ‘aces’ were Aeneas MacDonnell (8½ 
‘successes’ with 64 Sqn), Peter Townsend (8 with 85 Sqn), Henry Hogan (6 with 501 Sqn) 
and John Badger (5 with). Those who lost their lives on Ops within 11 Group were 
Christopher Andreae (64 Sqn), John Badger (43 Sqn), Charles Bacon (610 Sqn), John 
Chomley (257 Sqn), Philip Cox (501 Sqn), John Davey (1 Sqn), Ian Donald (141 Sqn), 
Geoffrey Gaunt (609 Sqn), Hilary Hood (41 Sqn), Noel Hall (257 Sqn), David Hanson (17 
Sqn), John Lecky (41 Sqn), Richard Lee (85 Sqn), John McKenzie (111 Sqn), Miles Miley 
(25 Sqn), Henry Sawyer (65 Sqn) and Rodney Wilkinson (266 Sqn).  
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Battle of Britain - 10 Group Participants
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Dowding, The Hon. Derek Hugh Tremenheere (S37)  

Dowding was born on 9th January 1919, the son of Group Captain HCT Dowding, later Air 
Chief Marshal Lord Dowding. He was educated at Winchester College and entered RAF 
College, Cranwell as a Flight Cadet in September 1937. On graduation in July 1939, 
Dowding was commissioned and posted to 74 Squadron at Hornchurch.  

The squadron flew over France from 20 May 1940. On the 24th, Dowding destroyed a Do 
17, shared another and probably destroyed a Ju 88, on the 23rd he shared a Do 17 and on 
the 27th damaged a Do17 after chasing it for 20 miles before being forced to break off by 
intense anti-aircraft fire.  

On 6 July 1940, Dowding probably destroyed a He 111 and, two days later, he shared in 
the destruction of another.  

He was posted to 6 OTU Sutton Bridge on 8 August to be an instructor. He was still 
instructing in 1941, but became a Flight Commander with 135 Squadron later in the year.  

He served as a test pilot in the Middle East from 1942 to 1945 and held a number of 
appointments and commands before retiring on 17th November 1956 as a Wing 
Commander. He retired 17 November 1956 and died 1992 

                                                                __________ 
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Not strictly part of 11 Gp, but based at RAF Tangmere, the Fighter Interception Unit was 
formed and commanded by Peter Chamberlain, following his pioneering development work 
on air interception radar. Henry Eeles is also unique in that he is one Cranwellian who 
declined the offer of the Battle of Britain Clasp, despite having earned it as OC 263 Sqn 
operating Whirlwind and Hurricane aircraft. Charles Bacon, Ferdinand Baraldi and David 
Fulford were three Cranwellian participants who received their flying training from the 
SFTS at RAF Cranwell. 

On 12 Group operations, Tim Vigors (222 Sqn) appears to have been the outstanding 
Cranwellian ‘ace’ with five successes during the Battle of Britain.  

Arguably a better known Cranwellian in 12 Group was Sir Douglas Bader who, as OC 242 
Sqn, famously advocated the ‘Big Wing’ Ops concept despite fierce opposition from 11 
Gp who, being closer to the enemy lines, could not assemble a comparable ‘Big Wing’ in 
time to repel the oncoming Luftwaffe forces; they opted for finger four formations attacking 
the enemy aircraft in pairs, a mode d’emploi which was to become SOP in ‘Rodeo’ fighter 
sweeps over France after the Battle of Britain had been won. Bader was attributed four 
successes (1½ x Do 17, 1 x Bf109, 1 x Bf110) in the Battle of Britain. It is postulated that 
he was shot down - some believe blue-on-blue - in 1941, captured by the Germans and 
enjoyed the hospitality of Colditz Castle till the end of the war. 

Having been posted from 1 Sqn to 242 Sqn on 21 September, Michael Homer was shot 
down and killed on 27 September when his Hurricane aircraft P2967 crashed into a wood 
near Sittingbourne. 
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Howe, Bernard (S37 Entry, C Squadon)  

Howe of Wadebridge Cornwall was educated at the Thame School and entered the College in 
September 1937, graduating in July 1939.  

He then joined 25 Squadron at North Weald in August 1939 and served with it throughout the 
Battle of Britain. 

On 20 April 1941, Howe was killed as a Flying Officer with 263 Squadron, aged 22. He was flying 
the Whirlwind I P6992, which dived out of control into the ground. This has been attributed to either 
the control cables burning through following an engine fire in the air, or a leading edge slat 
becoming detached. 

He is buried in All Saints' churchyard, Wittering. 

                                                                __________ 
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Tillett, James (S37)  

Tillett was the adopted son of Maud Reynolds of Courteenhall, 
Northamptonshire. He was a student of St Lawrence's College, Ramsgate, and 
was a Flight Cadet Sergeant and participated in athletics, cross country and 
hockey. He entered the RAF College as a Cadet in September 1937. He 

graduated from RAF Cranwell and was promoted to Pilot Officer with effect from 29 July 
1939 and promoted to Flying Officer on 3 September 1940. 

On the 7 September, he was posted to 238 Squadron at St. Eval. 

The squadron was scrambled on 6 November to intercept a German bomber force 
heading toward Portsmouth.  Tillet’s aircraft, Hurricane V6814, was probably one of two 
shot down that day by Major Helmut Wick in a Messerschmitt Bf109.  Eyewitnesses say 
that the Hurricane “belly-landed” in a field near Whitedell Farm, that Tillet was slumped 
over the controls and could not be removed from the aircraft before it caught fire.  He is 
buried in Ann’s Hill Cemetery in Gosport.  James Tillet was just 22 years old. 

A short time later, on 28th November, his German assailant Major Wick was himself shot 
down and killed over the Isle of Wight.  He too was young - 25 - though an air-ace credited 
with 56 ‘kills’ and a holder of the Iron Cross. 
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