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Fewest of the Few Supplement

S34 Entry Graduated July 1936
SURNAME INITS
POWELL RPR
SMITH CDS



 

POWELL, Robin Peter Reginald (S34 Entry)  

Born on 30 September 1916, Powell was educated at Charterhouse and entered the RAF 
College in September 1934, as a Flight Cadet. 

Having graduated, Powell was posted to 111 Squadron based at Northolt on 1 August 
1936. He moved to the newly formed 213 Squadron on on 8 March 1937. Powell rejoined 
111 Squadron and was ‘A’ Flight Commander by the outbreak of war. 

On 13 January 1940, he shared the destruction of an He 111 near Farne Island and 
another on 10 April at Scapa Flow. 

During the May blitzkreig, 111 Squadron flew patrols over France from Northolt. Powell destroyed 
an unidentified enemy aircraft on 10 May, two more on the 11th, probably destroyed a Bf 110 on 
the 18th and he shared an He 111 and probably destroyed a Bf 109 on the 19th. He was awarded 
the DFC on 31 May.


Over Dunkirk on 31 May, Powell’s oxygen failed at 19,000 feet and he fell to 5,000 feet before 
regaining consciousness. On the same day, he probably destroyed a Bf 109. On 2 June, he 
destroyed a Bf 109 and two more on the 7th. On 25 July, Powell damaged a Bf 109.


On 7 August, he was posted to 7 OTU, Harwarden, to take up instructor duties. He formed and 
took command of 121 Squadron at Kirton-in-Lindsey on 14 May 1941, the second of three Eagle 
Squadrons and probably destroyed a Bf 109 on 18 August.


On 17 January 1942, Powell was promoted to Wing Commander and appointed Leader of 
Hornchurch Wing. On 28 March, he probably destroyed a FW 190, damaged another on 24 April, 
destroyed another on 17 May and probably another on 2 June. 


On a sweep over the French coast in June, he was wounded in the neck and head, fracturing the 
base of his skull. He did not return to the Wing and was awarded a Bar to his DFC on 24 July. 
Powell was to serve later in Tunisia.


Back in the UK, he claimed two V1 buzz bombs on 5 July 1944. On 10 October, he was injured in 
an accident, when his car collided with an Army lorry. His passenger was killed.


On recovery, he commanded 121 Typhoon Wing from April to August 1945. 


He retired from the RAF on 6 November 1963, as a Group Captain. He died on 28 January 1970.


                                                                       __________
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Not strictly part of 11 Gp, but based at RAF Tangmere, the Fighter Interception Unit was 
formed and commanded by Peter Chamberlain, following his pioneering development work 
on air interception radar. Henry Eeles is also unique in that he is one Cranwellian who 
declined the offer of the Battle of Britain Clasp, despite having earned it as OC 263 Sqn 
operating Whirlwind and Hurricane aircraft. Charles Bacon, Ferdinand Baraldi and David 
Fulford were three Cranwellian participants who received their flying training from the 
SFTS at RAF Cranwell. 

On 12 Group operations, Tim Vigors (222 Sqn) appears to have been the outstanding 
Cranwellian ‘ace’ with five successes during the Battle of Britain.  

Arguably a better known Cranwellian in 12 Group was Sir Douglas Bader who, as OC 242 
Sqn, famously advocated the ‘Big Wing’ Ops concept despite fierce opposition from 11 
Gp who, being closer to the enemy lines, could not assemble a comparable ‘Big Wing’ in 
time to repel the oncoming Luftwaffe forces; they opted for finger four formations attacking 
the enemy aircraft in pairs, a mode d’emploi which was to become SOP in ‘Rodeo’ fighter 
sweeps over France after the Battle of Britain had been won. Bader was attributed four 
successes (1½ x Do 17, 1 x Bf109, 1 x Bf110) in the Battle of Britain. It is postulated that 
he was shot down - some believe blue-on-blue - in 1941, captured by the Germans and 
enjoyed the hospitality of Colditz Castle till the end of the war. 

Having been posted from 1 Sqn to 242 Sqn on 21 September, Michael Homer was shot 
down and killed on 27 September when his Hurricane aircraft P2967 crashed into a wood 
near Sittingbourne. 
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Cranwellian Participants 

90 Flight cadets, 17 SFTS trainees and a transferee to the RAFVR, as far as our records 
show, each played their part in the Battle of Britain. Here we summarise their efforts by 
squadron; a more detailed breakdown is available in our booklet, Battle of Britain. 

Of the Cranwellians that served in squadrons within 10 Group (SW England), those 
accredited ‘aces’ (i.e. five or more ‘kills’) and the greatest number of successes were 
Charles Davis (8 with 238 Sqn), Brian Kingcome (7 with 92 Sqn), Harold Atkinson (6 with 
213 Sqn), Allan Wright (6 also with 92 Sqn) and Eric Marrs (5 with 152 Sqn). John Dewar 
(87 and 213 Sqns), Peter Drew (236 Sqn), Richard Hogg (152 Sqn), John Jones (152 
Sqn), Douglas Shepley (152 Sqn) who lost his brother at Dunkirk, and Kenneth Wordsell 
(219 Sqn) all paid the ultimate sacrifice. 

By far the greatest number of Cranwellians involved in the Battle of Britain operated on 
squadrons within 11 Group (SE England). The ‘aces’ were Aeneas MacDonnell (8½ 
‘successes’ with 64 Sqn), Peter Townsend (8 with 85 Sqn), Henry Hogan (6 with 501 Sqn) 
and John Badger (5 with 43 Sqn). Those who lost their lives on Ops within 11 Group were 
Christopher Andreae (64 Sqn), John Badger (43 Sqn), Charles Bacon (610 Sqn), John 
Chomley (257 Sqn), Philip Cox (501 Sqn), John Davey (1 Sqn), Ian Donald (141 Sqn), 
Geoffrey Gaunt (609 Sqn), Hilary Hood (41 Sqn), Noel Hall (257 Sqn), David Hanson (17 
Sqn), John Lecky (41 Sqn), Richard Lee (85 Sqn), John McKenzie (111 Sqn), Miles Miley 
(25 Sqn), Henry Sawyer (65 Sqn) and Rodney Wilkinson (266 Sqn).  
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Battle of Britain - 10 Group Participants
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Not strictly part of 11 Gp, but based at RAF Tangmere, the Fighter Interception Unit was 
formed and commanded by Peter Chamberlain, following his pioneering development work 
on air interception radar. Henry Eeles is also unique in that he is one Cranwellian who 
declined the offer of the Battle of Britain Clasp, despite having earned it as OC 263 Sqn 
operating Whirlwind and Hurricane aircraft. Charles Bacon, Ferdinand Baraldi and David 
Fulford were three Cranwellian participants who received their flying training from the 
SFTS at RAF Cranwell. 

On 12 Group operations, Tim Vigors (222 Sqn) appears to have been the outstanding 
Cranwellian ‘ace’ with five successes during the Battle of Britain.  

Arguably a better known Cranwellian in 12 Group was Sir Douglas Bader who, as OC 242 
Sqn, famously advocated the ‘Big Wing’ Ops concept despite fierce opposition from 11 
Gp who, being closer to the enemy lines, could not assemble a comparable ‘Big Wing’ in 
time to repel the oncoming Luftwaffe forces; they opted for finger four formations attacking 
the enemy aircraft in pairs, a mode d’emploi which was to become SOP in ‘Rodeo’ fighter 
sweeps over France after the Battle of Britain had been won. Bader was attributed four 
successes (1½ x Do 17, 1 x Bf109, 1 x Bf110) in the Battle of Britain. It is postulated that 
he was shot down - some believe blue-on-blue - in 1941, captured by the Germans and 
enjoyed the hospitality of Colditz Castle till the end of the war. 

Having been posted from 1 Sqn to 242 Sqn on 21 September, Michael Homer was shot 
down and killed on 27 September when his Hurricane aircraft P2967 crashed into a wood 
near Sittingbourne. 
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Smith, Christopher Dermot Salmond 
(S34 Entry, C Squadron)  

Smith of Overy Staithe, Norfolk, was born in September 1916 at Bruton, Somerset and 
educated at Bradfield College. He entered RAF College Cranwell in September 1934 as a 
Flight Cadet. 

After graduating in July 1936, he was posted to the School of Air Navigation, Manston for a 
course. He joined 220 (GR) Squadron at Bircham Newton on 29 November 1936.  

On 1 June 1938, Smith was posted to A&AEE Martlesham Heath, where he was involved 
with the development of airborne radar. He flew operationally with the Special Duties Flight 
for which he was awarded the DFC (gazetted 7th May 1940).  

On 12 May 1940, he was flying an early morning sortie in a Blenheim of the Special Duties 
Flight. He destroyed an He 111 thirty miles off the Dutch coast, the first ever radar-guided 
victory. 

He joined 25 Squadron at North Weald on 20 September 1940 as a Flight Commander. On 
16 January 1941, Smith damaged a Do 17 near Stowmarket in Beaufighter R2158. 

In November 1941, Smith took command of 79 Squadron at Fairwood Common, Wales. 
He was killed on 22 December 1941, when his Hurricane IIB Z5255 collided with an He 
115 that he had intercepted off Southern Ireland. Smith was 25 and is commemorated on 
the Runnymede Memorial, panel 28. 

[His only brother, Squadron Leader FM Smith, was killed aged 25 serving with 94 
Squadron on 1st June 1940 when his Gladiator II N2291 crashed at Khormaksar during 
low level aerobatics. He is buried in Maala Cemetery, Aden (now Yemen).] 
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