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Bader Douglas Robert (S28 Entry)    

Bader joined the RAF in September 1928, and was commissioned in July 1930.  

In December 1931, while attempting some aerobatics, he crashed and lost both his legs. 
Having been on the brink of death, he recovered, retook flight training, passed his check 
flights and then requested reactivation as a pilot. Although there were no regulations 
applicable to his situation, he was retired against his will on medical grounds.  

After the outbreak of the Second World War in 1939, however, Bader returned to the RAF 
and was accepted as a pilot. He scored his first victories over Dunkirk during the Battle of 
France in 1940. He then took part in the Battle of Britain and became a friend and 
supporter of Air Vice-Marshal Trafford Leigh-Mallory and his "Big Wing" experiments. 

In August 1941, Bader bailed out over German-occupied France and was captured. Soon 
afterwards, he met and befriended Adolf Galland, a prominent German fighter ace.  

The circumstances surrounding how Bader was shot down in 1941 are controversial. 
Recent research strongly suggests he was a victim of friendly fire from a RCAF pilot.  

Despite his disability, Bader made a number of escape attempts and was eventually sent 
to the prisoner of war camp at Colditz Castle. He 
remained there until April 1945 when the camp was 
liberated by the First United States Army. 

Bader left the RAF permanently in February 1946 and 
resumed his career in the oil industry. During the 
1950s, a book and a film, Reach for the Sky, chronicled 
his life and RAF career to the end of the Second World 
War.  

Bader campaigned for the disabled and in the Queen's 
Birthday Honours 1976 was appointed a Knights 
Bachelor "for services to disabled people" and continued to fly until ill health forced him to 
stop in 1979.  

Three years later, at the age of 72, Bader died on 5 September 1982, after a heart 
attack.  He was credited with 20 aerial victories, four shared victories, six probables, one 
shared probable and 11 enemy aircraft damaged. 

                                                                    __________
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13 Group controlled RAF squadrons deployed in the Midlands. The acknowledged 
Cranwellian ‘ace’ was Jimmie Elsdon (72 Sqn), with six successes. Two Cranwellians 
(Noel Benson and Basil Way) lost their lives on Ops with 13 Group. 

Miles Miley joined 25 Sqn at Hawkinge. He was still with the squadron in early July 1940, 
but was attached to the Air Fighting Development Unit at Northolt on 15 August. In the 
early evening of 15 September, Miley was flying as a passenger in Beaufighter R2067 
from North Weald, with Fg Off HMS Lambert as pilot and LAC JP Wyatt as crew. The 
aircraft crashed near Kenley aerodrome at 1820 and all three men on board were killed. It 
has never been established whether the crash was an accident or the result of enemy 
action. On that day, Feldwebel Neuhoff of JG53 claimed a Blenheim destroyed, but none 
was reported lost on the 15th. It is possible that he may have mistaken the Beaufighter for 
a Blenheim, if indeed he did shoot it down. Miley was buried in St Andrew's churchyard, 
North Weald, Essex. 

On 3 July, Basil Way shared a Do17; on 8 July he claimed a Me109 destroyed and shared 
another; on 24 July two probable Me109’s; on the 25 July another Me109 destroyed. 
Immediately after this victory, he was shot down and killed, crashing into the Channel in 
his Spitfire R6707.  

Of the Cranwellians serving in 13 Group, all were flight cadets except Temlett who, despite 
starting his training at the RAF College, transferred to the RAFVR when the College closed 
down at the outbreak of WW2. 
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Battle of Britain - Most Decorated BoB Cranwellian 
Group Captain Sir Douglas Robert Steuart Bader 

 CBE, DSO & Bar, DFC & Bar, FRAeS, DL 
(21 February 1910 – 5 September 1982)

Joined the RAF in 1928, commissioned in 1930, lost both legs in an 
aerobatic accident in 1931. Despite being discharged on medical 
grounds, he rejoined in 1939 to become a renowned flying ace, 
credited with 22 aerial victories, four shared victories, six probables, 
one shared probable and 11 enemy aircraft damaged. Shot down in 
1941 - possible blue-on-blue - he ‘resided’ in Colditz Camp for the next 
4 years. 

His portrait hangs in the College Hall Dining Room and a bronze 
maquette of him is displayed in the College Rotunda, to proudly 
honour one of our greatest Cranwellians.

As Managing Director of Shell Aircraft in 1952, Sir Douglas Bader led the installation, courtesy of the Shell Group, of the chime of “Retreat” 
at 0600, 1600 (Winter)/1800 (Summer) and mid-night, to commemorate 477 Cranwellian lives lost in service of their country. The bronze 
plaque in the Rotunda is worded:

The bells, manufactured by Messrs John Taylor & 
Co in Loughborough and installed by Messrs Gent 
and Co Ltd of Leicester weigh between 2cwt and 
25cwt. Steel frames are set either side of CHOM 
tower with the clock movement in the centre, the 
right hand frame holds the tenor bell which 
weighs 25 cwt with a diameter of 4 ft ¼ ins. The 
other five bells are held in the left hand frame and 
set in 2 levels.






Baines,  Cyril  Edgar Joseph (S28 Entry, B Squadron)  

Baines was born on 24th November 1909 and attended Haileybury College.  

He entered the College in September 1928. He represented the College at Rugby Union 
and graduated in July 1930 and joined 32 Squadron at Kenley on the 26th.  

Baines was sent to RAF Calshot on 2 October 1932 for a Flying Boat course, after which 
he joined 209 (Flying Boat) Squadron at Plymouth.  

Posted to 24 (Communications) Squadron at Hendon on 13 November 1934, Baines stay 
was short and he went back to RAF College Cranwell on 11 March 1935 as a flying 
instructor.  

He joined the Administrative Staff at HQ Fighter Command on 7 March 1938 and remained 
there until 18 May 1940 when he took command of 238 Squadron, then reforming at 
Tangmere.  

He was posted on 15th July 1940 and is believed to have sailed in the aircraft carrier HMS 
Argus, which left Greenock on 23 July for Malta. She docked at Gibraltar on the 30th and 
on 2 August two Sunderlands of 10 (RAAF) Squadron flew to Malta, carrying the ground 
crews who were to service the Hurricanes that Argus would shortly deliver there. Baines is 
believed to have been on one of the Sunderlands and possibly joined the Air Staff at RAF 
Mediterranean at Malta. 

Baines retired from the RAF on 1st March 1958 as a Group Captain.He was made CBE 
(gazetted 1st June 1953), was a graduate of the Joint Services Staff College, the Army 
Staff College and was a Qualified AI Instructor, Central Flying School. He died on 20th 
April 1992. 

                                                                    __________
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Not strictly part of 11 Gp, but based at RAF Tangmere, the Fighter Interception Unit was 
formed and commanded by Peter Chamberlain, following his pioneering development work 
on air interception radar. Henry Eeles is also unique in that he is one Cranwellian who 
declined the offer of the Battle of Britain Clasp, despite having earned it as OC 263 Sqn 
operating Whirlwind and Hurricane aircraft. Charles Bacon, Ferdinand Baraldi and David 
Fulford were three Cranwellian participants who received their flying training from the 
SFTS at RAF Cranwell. 

On 12 Group operations, Tim Vigors (222 Sqn) appears to have been the outstanding 
Cranwellian ‘ace’ with five successes during the Battle of Britain.  

Arguably a better known Cranwellian in 12 Group was Sir Douglas Bader who, as OC 242 
Sqn, famously advocated the ‘Big Wing’ Ops concept despite fierce opposition from 11 
Gp who, being closer to the enemy lines, could not assemble a comparable ‘Big Wing’ in 
time to repel the oncoming Luftwaffe forces; they opted for finger four formations attacking 
the enemy aircraft in pairs, a mode d’emploi which was to become SOP in ‘Rodeo’ fighter 
sweeps over France after the Battle of Britain had been won. Bader was attributed four 
successes (1½ x Do 17, 1 x Bf109, 1 x Bf110) in the Battle of Britain. It is postulated that 
he was shot down - some believe blue-on-blue - in 1941, captured by the Germans and 
enjoyed the hospitality of Colditz Castle till the end of the war. 

Having been posted from 1 Sqn to 242 Sqn on 21 September, Michael Homer was shot 
down and killed on 27 September when his Hurricane aircraft P2967 crashed into a wood 
near Sittingbourne. 
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Cranwellian Participants 

90 Flight cadets, 17 SFTS trainees and a transferee to the RAFVR, as far as our records 
show, each played their part in the Battle of Britain. Here we summarise their efforts by 
squadron; a more detailed breakdown is available in our booklet, Battle of Britain. 

Of the Cranwellians that served in squadrons within 10 Group (SW England), those 
accredited ‘aces’ (i.e. five or more ‘kills’) and the greatest number of successes were 
Charles Davis (8 with 238 Sqn), Brian Kingcome (7 with 92 Sqn), Harold Atkinson (6 with 
213 Sqn), Allan Wright (6 also with 92 Sqn) and Eric Marrs (5 with 152 Sqn). John Dewar 
(87 and 213 Sqns), Peter Drew (236 Sqn), Richard Hogg (152 Sqn), John Jones (152 
Sqn), Douglas Shepley (152 Sqn) who lost his brother at Dunkirk, and Kenneth Wordsell 
(219 Sqn) all paid the ultimate sacrifice. 

By far the greatest number of Cranwellians involved in the Battle of Britain operated on 
squadrons within 11 Group (SE England). The ‘aces’ were Aeneas MacDonnell (8½ 
‘successes’ with 64 Sqn), Peter Townsend (8 with 85 Sqn), Henry Hogan (6 with 501 Sqn) 
and John Badger (5 with 43 Sqn). Those who lost their lives on Ops within 11 Group were 
Christopher Andreae (64 Sqn), John Badger (43 Sqn), Charles Bacon (610 Sqn), John 
Chomley (257 Sqn), Philip Cox (501 Sqn), John Davey (1 Sqn), Ian Donald (141 Sqn), 
Geoffrey Gaunt (609 Sqn), Hilary Hood (41 Sqn), Noel Hall (257 Sqn), David Hanson (17 
Sqn), John Lecky (41 Sqn), Richard Lee (85 Sqn), John McKenzie (111 Sqn), Miles Miley 
(25 Sqn), Henry Sawyer (65 Sqn) and Rodney Wilkinson (266 Sqn).  
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Belchem Lawrence George (S28 Entry, B Squadron)  

Belchem attended Crewkerne School and went on to the RAF College Cranwell in 
September 1928 as a Flight Cadet. He graduated in December 1930 and was posted to 19 
Squadron at Duxford.  

On 4 June 1933, Belcham went to 204 (Flying Boat) Squadron at Plymouth and moved to 
3 FTS Grantham on 3 July 1934 as an instructor. His next posting was to a course at RAF 
Gosport on 1st September 1935 and on 23 October 1936, he joined 824 (Fleet Spotter-
Reconnaissance) Squadron, based on HMS Hermes in the Far East.  

Belchem went to 5 OTU on 7 June 1940 for a refresher course. He flew only one 
operational sortie during the Battle of Britain period, a convoy patrol with 264 Squadron on 
18 July 1940, with Sergeant A Berry as gunner. He was not on the strength of the 
squadron for this sortie.  

He was killed over 14/15 July 1942 as a Squadron Leader with 119 Squadron, operating in 
Catalinas from Lough Erne. His Catalina, AH545, failed to return from an Atlantic Patrol. It 
was this aircraft, with a different crew, that had spotted the German battleship Bismarck on 
26th May 1941.  

Belchem is remembered on the Runnymede Memorial, Panel 65. 

                                                                   __________
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Honours and Awards 

Not entirely for their exploits during the Battle of Britain, two Cranwellians were honoured 
during WWII with a DSO and Bar - Sir Douglas Bader and FV Beamish - the DSO being 
the next highest award to the Victoria Cross that can be awarded to members of the RAF. 
A further 12 Cranwellians received the DSO.
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13 Group controlled RAF squadrons deployed in the Midlands. The acknowledged 
Cranwellian ‘ace’ was Jimmie Elsdon (72 Sqn), with six successes. Two Cranwellians 
(Noel Benson and Basil Way) lost their lives on Ops with 13 Group. 

Miles Miley joined 25 Sqn at Hawkinge. He was still with the squadron in early July 1940, 
but was attached to the Air Fighting Development Unit at Northolt on 15 August. In the 
early evening of 15 September, Miley was flying as a passenger in Beaufighter R2067 
from North Weald, with Fg Off HMS Lambert as pilot and LAC JP Wyatt as crew. The 
aircraft crashed near Kenley aerodrome at 1820 and all three men on board were killed. It 
has never been established whether the crash was an accident or the result of enemy 
action. On that day, Feldwebel Neuhoff of JG53 claimed a Blenheim destroyed, but none 
was reported lost on the 15th. It is possible that he may have mistaken the Beaufighter for 
a Blenheim, if indeed he did shoot it down. Miley was buried in St Andrew's churchyard, 
North Weald, Essex. 

On 3 July, Basil Way shared a Do17; on 8 July he claimed a Me109 destroyed and shared 
another; on 24 July two probable Me109’s; on the 25 July another Me109 destroyed. 
Immediately after this victory, he was shot down and killed, crashing into the Channel in 
his Spitfire R6707.  

Of the Cranwellians serving in 13 Group, all were flight cadets except Temlett who, despite 
starting his training at the RAF College, transferred to the RAFVR when the College closed 
down at the outbreak of WW2. 
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More, James Winter Carmichael  
(S28 Entry, A Squadron)  

More was born in 1910 and educated at Haileybury College. He entered RAF College, 
Cranwell in September 1928 as a Flight Cadet. On graduation in July 1930 he joined 54 
Squadron at Hornchurch, moving on 12th February 1932 to 403 (Fleet Fighter) Flight on 
HMS Hermes in the Far East. 


Returning to the UK, More joined the staff at RAF College, Cranwell on 22 October 1934. 


In mid-April 1935, he was posted to 43 Squadron at Tangmere and appointed 'B' Flight 
Commander in January 1936. He returned to the FAA in December 1936, joining 800 
(Fleet Fighter) Squadron, based at Southampton and on HMS Courageous. In this aircraft 
carrier before the war, there was a plaque on the flight deck to commemorate More 
landing in a Fury, a feat which amazed the Navy.

On 2th October 1938 More went to SHQ RAF Cottesmore. He took command of 73 
Squadron in France, arriving at Rouvres on 13th April 1940. He destroyed a Me 109 and 
probably an Me 110 on the 21st, destroyed an He 111 and shared another on 10th May, 
destroyed an He 111 on the 13th, a Ju 87 on the 14th, shared an He 111 on the 15th, 
destroyed a Ju 87 on the 17 and on the 21st he destroyed six enemy aircraft, one each on 
six sorties. 


More was awarded the DFC (gazetted 30th July 1940). 


He was promoted to Acting Wing Commander on 8 August and posted to HQ 9 Group on 
4 September. More was a Sector Commander in 1941 and in July was badly injured when 
he crashed in a Beaufighter. He was made an OBE (gazetted 1st January 1942). 


In late 1941, More was posted to the Far East. 


He was a Group Captain SASO in January 1943. On the 22 January, he went to 
Maungdaw airfield to brief crews for an attack on Prome and other targets. On impulse, 
he decided to fly with 615 Squadron on the sortie, taking the aircraft of a Flight Sergeant. 
In the attack More's Hurricane was hit by ground fire and crashed on the opposite side of 
the river tram Prome itself. 


He was seen to be standing by his aircraft and was later reported captured by the 
Japanese. After making a nuisance of himself to his captors, More was sent by sea to 
Japan in 1944. His ship, the Rakuyo Maru, was torpedoed and sunk by the US submarine 
Sealion on 12 September 1944.

He died whilst  a POW.


                                                                   __________
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Our research has been unable to verify some of the squadron movements and 
(re)deployments, but we have established the contribution made by Cranwellians in 11 
squadrons (56, 151, 249, 253, 264, 312, 601, 603 605, 615 and 616 Sqns) which were 
deployed across Fighter Command during the Battle of Britain. 

Of the ‘Pan-Group’ airmen shown below, all were flight cadets except for Percival Ross-
Frames Burton and Geoffrey Page, both of whom underwent flying training at the SFTS 
Cranwell.

Richard Barclay (249 Sqn) was an ‘ace’, destroying five Luftwaffe aircraft. 

FV Beamish is one of the famous Beamish brothers and entered the College with a 
Wakefield Scholarship. He was a very “hands-on” station commander of RAF North Weald, 
flying regularly with his resident squadrons (56, 151, 249 and 257 when in 11 Group). We 
have been only able to verify (but have no reason to dispute) four of his claims of 10 
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Of others from these “Pan-Group” Squadrons, three pilots lost their lives in 11 Group 
operations - Percival Burton, Noel Benson and Peter Crofts.
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13 Group controlled RAF squadrons deployed in the Midlands. The acknowledged 
Cranwellian ‘ace’ was Jimmie Elsdon (72 Sqn), with six successes. Two Cranwellians 
(Noel Benson and Basil Way) lost their lives on Ops with 13 Group. 

Miles Miley joined 25 Sqn at Hawkinge. He was still with the squadron in early July 1940, 
but was attached to the Air Fighting Development Unit at Northolt on 15 August. In the 
early evening of 15 September, Miley was flying as a passenger in Beaufighter R2067 
from North Weald, with Fg Off HMS Lambert as pilot and LAC JP Wyatt as crew. The 
aircraft crashed near Kenley aerodrome at 1820 and all three men on board were killed. It 
has never been established whether the crash was an accident or the result of enemy 
action. On that day, Feldwebel Neuhoff of JG53 claimed a Blenheim destroyed, but none 
was reported lost on the 15th. It is possible that he may have mistaken the Beaufighter for 
a Blenheim, if indeed he did shoot it down. Miley was buried in St Andrew's churchyard, 
North Weald, Essex. 

On 3 July, Basil Way shared a Do17; on 8 July he claimed a Me109 destroyed and shared 
another; on 24 July two probable Me109’s; on the 25 July another Me109 destroyed. 
Immediately after this victory, he was shot down and killed, crashing into the Channel in 
his Spitfire R6707.  

Of the Cranwellians serving in 13 Group, all were flight cadets except Temlett who, despite 
starting his training at the RAF College, transferred to the RAFVR when the College closed 
down at the outbreak of WW2. 
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Not strictly part of 11 Gp, but based at RAF Tangmere, the Fighter Interception Unit was 
formed and commanded by Peter Chamberlain, following his pioneering development work 
on air interception radar. Henry Eeles is also unique in that he is one Cranwellian who 
declined the offer of the Battle of Britain Clasp, despite having earned it as OC 263 Sqn 
operating Whirlwind and Hurricane aircraft. Charles Bacon, Ferdinand Baraldi and David 
Fulford were three Cranwellian participants who received their flying training from the 
SFTS at RAF Cranwell. 

On 12 Group operations, Tim Vigors (222 Sqn) appears to have been the outstanding 
Cranwellian ‘ace’ with five successes during the Battle of Britain.  

Arguably a better known Cranwellian in 12 Group was Sir Douglas Bader who, as OC 242 
Sqn, famously advocated the ‘Big Wing’ Ops concept despite fierce opposition from 11 
Gp who, being closer to the enemy lines, could not assemble a comparable ‘Big Wing’ in 
time to repel the oncoming Luftwaffe forces; they opted for finger four formations attacking 
the enemy aircraft in pairs, a mode d’emploi which was to become SOP in ‘Rodeo’ fighter 
sweeps over France after the Battle of Britain had been won. Bader was attributed four 
successes (1½ x Do 17, 1 x Bf109, 1 x Bf110) in the Battle of Britain. It is postulated that 
he was shot down - some believe blue-on-blue - in 1941, captured by the Germans and 
enjoyed the hospitality of Colditz Castle till the end of the war. 

Having been posted from 1 Sqn to 242 Sqn on 21 September, Michael Homer was shot 
down and killed on 27 September when his Hurricane aircraft P2967 crashed into a wood 
near Sittingbourne. 
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Honours and Awards 

Not entirely for their exploits during the Battle of Britain, two Cranwellians were honoured 
during WWII with a DSO and Bar - Sir Douglas Bader and FV Beamish - the DSO being 
the next highest award to the Victoria Cross that can be awarded to members of the RAF. 
A further 12 Cranwellians received the DSO.
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