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Fewest of the Few Supplement

J39 Entry Graduated December 1939

SURNAME INITS
HUMPHREY AH
LUMSDEN DTM
VIGORS TA



 

Humphrey, Andrew Henry  (J39 Entry, B Squadron)  

The son of John Humphrey CBE and his wife, Agnes Florence Humphrey (née Beatson-
Bell), Humphrey was educated at Belhaven preparatory school in Dunbar and Bradfield 
College. He joined Cranwell in January 1939, but his two year officer training course was 
abruptly ended by the outbreak of war. He transferred to the newly formed Service Flying 
Training School (SFTS) at Cranwell, as an AC1, for flying training on SFTS Course No 5 
and, on completion, was granted a permanent commission as a pilot officer on 30 April 
1940.  

Following the SFTS flying training, he was posted to 266 Squadron at Wittering in 
September 1940 and found himself flying spitfires in the Battle of Britain.  

In March 1941, he was involved in an incident when his engine failed and his spitfire 
crashed in flames, but he survived. He was promoted to the war substantive rank of Flying 
Officer on 1 May 1941. On a single night in May 1941, he shot down one bomber and two 
other enemy aircraft near the Dutch coast; he was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross 
for these exploits on 30 May 1941. 

Humphrey transferred to 452 Squadron, flying spitfires from RAF Kenley, in July 1941 
before becoming an instructor at 58 Operational Training Unit at Grangemouth in August 
1941. He became a Flight Commander on 175 Squadron, flying Hurricanes from Warmwell 
in March 1942 and was promoted to the war substantive rank of Flight Lieutenant on 1 
May 1942, before returning to Grangemouth in July 1942.  

Awarded the Air Force Cross on 1 January 1943, he attended the Low Attack Instructor's 
School at Milfield in early 1943.  

He became a Flight Commander with 6 Squadron, flying Hurricanes in North Africa in July 
1943 and was promoted to Flight Lieutenant on a permanent basis on 7 September 1943.  

He became an instructor at No. 5 Middle East Training School at RAF Shallufa in Egypt in 
January 1944, before being posted to the staff at RAF Nicosia in Cyprus in June 1944 and 
then to the staff at RAF Ranchi in India in November 1944.  

He was awarded a Bar to the Air Force Cross on 1 January 1945, and promoted to the war 
substantive rank of Squadron Leader on 20 February 1945. 

Humphrey was appointed Air Aide-de-Camp to the Queen on 31 March 1974 and Chief of 
the Air Staff on 1 April 1974. As Chief of the Air Staff, he advised the new Labour 
Government on the implementation of their latest Defence Review. Following promotion to 
Marshal of the Royal Air Force on 6 August 1976, Humphrey was appointed Chief of the 
Defence Staff on 24 October 1976. However, he only served in that role for three months 
before catching pneumonia following a visit to British forces in Norway during a particularly 
cold Winter. He died in the RAF Hospital at Halton on 24 January 1977. 
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Not strictly part of 11 Gp, but based at RAF Tangmere, the Fighter Interception Unit was 
formed and commanded by Peter Chamberlain, following his pioneering development work 
on air interception radar. Henry Eeles is also unique in that he is one Cranwellian who 
declined the offer of the Battle of Britain Clasp, despite having earned it as OC 263 Sqn 
operating Whirlwind and Hurricane aircraft. Charles Bacon, Ferdinand Baraldi and David 
Fulford were three Cranwellian participants who received their flying training from the 
SFTS at RAF Cranwell. 

On 12 Group operations, Tim Vigors (222 Sqn) appears to have been the outstanding 
Cranwellian ‘ace’ with five successes during the Battle of Britain.  

Arguably a better known Cranwellian in 12 Group was Sir Douglas Bader who, as OC 242 
Sqn, famously advocated the ‘Big Wing’ Ops concept despite fierce opposition from 11 
Gp who, being closer to the enemy lines, could not assemble a comparable ‘Big Wing’ in 
time to repel the oncoming Luftwaffe forces; they opted for finger four formations attacking 
the enemy aircraft in pairs, a mode d’emploi which was to become SOP in ‘Rodeo’ fighter 
sweeps over France after the Battle of Britain had been won. Bader was attributed four 
successes (1½ x Do 17, 1 x Bf109, 1 x Bf110) in the Battle of Britain. It is postulated that 
he was shot down - some believe blue-on-blue - in 1941, captured by the Germans and 
enjoyed the hospitality of Colditz Castle till the end of the war. 

Having been posted from 1 Sqn to 242 Sqn on 21 September, Michael Homer was shot 
down and killed on 27 September when his Hurricane aircraft P2967 crashed into a wood 
near Sittingbourne. 
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Lumsden, Dugald Thomas Moore  
(J39 Entry, B Squadron) 

Lumsden was born on 27 June 1920 and educated at Deytheur Grammar School. He 
entered Cranwell in January 1939. The course was shortened because of the war and, 
after being commissioned in December 1939, Lumsden joined the recently-reformed 236 
Squadron at Martlesham Heath on 4 January 1940. 

After operating with Fighter Command in July 1940, the squadron moved to St. Eval in 
early August and rejoined Coastal Command. 

On 9 November 1940, Heinkel He 111H-4 1T + FH 6951 of 1./KGr. 126 was attacked by 
Lumsden, flying with Sgt CM Gibbons and Sgt EE Miles. It jettisoned its torpedo, but then 
crashed into the sea off Brest.Flgr. O Skusa was killed, Fw. P Hermsen missing, Fw. W 
von Livonius and Oblt. H. Lorenz both rescued by Seenotdienst. The body of Skusa was 
later washed ashore in Brittany. 

In July 1941, Lumsden was posted to 2 (Coastal) OTU at Catfoss, as an instructor. Whilst 
there, he converted to Beaufighters and in late May 1942 returned to operations, joining 
248 Squadron at Dyce. 

On 11th July 1942 Lumsden was shot down by Me109’s off Trondheim and captured. At 
some time he was held in Stalag Luft III. Liberated in May 1945, Lumsden joined 254 
Squadron in September, flying Beaufighters. 

He stayed on in the RAF, was made an MBE (gazetted 1st June 1953) and retired on 16 
May 1964 as a Wing Commander. 

                                                                         __________
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Cranwellian Participants 

90 Flight cadets, 17 SFTS trainees and a transferee to the RAFVR, as far as our records 
show, each played their part in the Battle of Britain. Here we summarise their efforts by 
squadron; a more detailed breakdown is available in our booklet, Battle of Britain. 

Of the Cranwellians that served in squadrons within 10 Group (SW England), those 
accredited ‘aces’ (i.e. five or more ‘kills’) and the greatest number of successes were 
Charles Davis (8 with 238 Sqn), Brian Kingcome (7 with 92 Sqn), Harold Atkinson (6 with 
213 Sqn), Allan Wright (6 also with 92 Sqn) and Eric Marrs (5 with 152 Sqn). John Dewar 
(87 and 213 Sqns), Peter Drew (236 Sqn), Richard Hogg (152 Sqn), John Jones (152 
Sqn), Douglas Shepley (152 Sqn) who lost his brother at Dunkirk, and Kenneth Wordsell 
(219 Sqn) all paid the ultimate sacrifice. 

By far the greatest number of Cranwellians involved in the Battle of Britain operated on 
squadrons within 11 Group (SE England). The ‘aces’ were Aeneas MacDonnell (8½ 
‘successes’ with 64 Sqn), Peter Townsend (8 with 85 Sqn), Henry Hogan (6 with 501 Sqn) 
and John Badger (5 with 43 Sqn). Those who lost their lives on Ops within 11 Group were 
Christopher Andreae (64 Sqn), John Badger (43 Sqn), Charles Bacon (610 Sqn), John 
Chomley (257 Sqn), Philip Cox (501 Sqn), John Davey (1 Sqn), Ian Donald (141 Sqn), 
Geoffrey Gaunt (609 Sqn), Hilary Hood (41 Sqn), Noel Hall (257 Sqn), David Hanson (17 
Sqn), John Lecky (41 Sqn), Richard Lee (85 Sqn), John McKenzie (111 Sqn), Miles Miley 
(25 Sqn), Henry Sawyer (65 Sqn) and Rodney Wilkinson (266 Sqn).  
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Battle of Britain - 10 Group Participants
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Vigors, Timothy Ashmead (J39 Entry)  

Vogors was born in Hatfield on 22 March 1921, brought up in Leicester and educated at 
Eton. After leaving, he did six months cramming and passed the entrance exam for the 
RAF College, entering in January 1939. After the outbreak of war, some Cranwell cadets 
who had not completed their courses were enlisted in the RAF on 7 September 1939 as 
Airmen u/t Pilots and each given an airman number. Vigors (581778) graduated on 23 
December 1939 and was granted a permanent commission. 

He joined 266 Squadron at Sutton Bridge on 6 January 1940. He was posted to the 12 
Group pool at Aston Down on 17 January and, after converting to Blenheims, he joined 
222 Squadron at Duxford on 24 February. The squadron re-equipped with Spitfires in 
March 1940. 

Over Dunkirk on 31 May, Vigors probably destroyed an He 111 and on 1 June a Bf 110. 

During the night of 19/20 June, an aircraft was reported and Vigors, in dressing gown and 
pyjamas, was sent to investigate. He lost his bearings, sighted a bomber and fell in with it, 
in the hope that it would lead to an airfield. The aircraft was an He 111 and it opened fire, 
scoring hits on Vigors’ aircraft. He shot it down near Sunk Island, Yorkshire, and then 
landed at Barkston Heath airfield, from where he had carried out night flying training from 
Cranwell. 

On 25 July, Vigors damaged two He 111s, on 30 August probably destroyed a Bf 110, on 
31 August destroyed a Bf 109 and probably two more, and then made a crash-landing 
himself at Hornchurch, when his undercarriage locked up. 

On 1 September, Vigors destroyed a Bf 109, on the 3rd destroyed a Bf 110 and damaged 
another, on the 6th damaged Bf 109, on the 7th probably destroyed Do 17, on the 9th he 
shot down a Bf 109 in flames and was then shot down himself and made a crash-landing 
at allotments near Dartford, with the left aileron and tailplane shot away and the glycol tank 
punctured. 

Vigors spent the night in London. Leaving Liverpool Street Station the next morning, 
escorted by two policemen, he was attacked by a crowd, who thought he was German. 
After realising their mistake, the cheered him. 

Back with his Squadron, Vigors probably destroyed two Bf 109s on 30 October and 
damaged a Bf 109 on 2 November. He was awarded the DFC (gazetted 1 October 1940). 
On 27 December, he was posted to Singapore, where he joined the reforming 243 
Squadron on 12 March 1941 as a Flight Commander. 

During the rest of the war, Vigors: 

• Took command of 453 Squadron, which had been reformed for service in Malta to 
defend the RN fleet, on 21 November 1941. 
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13 Group controlled RAF squadrons deployed in the Midlands. The acknowledged 
Cranwellian ‘ace’ was Jimmie Elsdon (72 Sqn), with six successes. Two Cranwellians 
(Noel Benson and Basil Way) lost their lives on Ops with 13 Group. 

Miles Miley joined 25 Sqn at Hawkinge. He was still with the squadron in early July 1940, 
but was attached to the Air Fighting Development Unit at Northolt on 15 August. In the 
early evening of 15 September, Miley was flying as a passenger in Beaufighter R2067 
from North Weald, with Fg Off HMS Lambert as pilot and LAC JP Wyatt as crew. The 
aircraft crashed near Kenley aerodrome at 1820 and all three men on board were killed. It 
has never been established whether the crash was an accident or the result of enemy 
action. On that day, Feldwebel Neuhoff of JG53 claimed a Blenheim destroyed, but none 
was reported lost on the 15th. It is possible that he may have mistaken the Beaufighter for 
a Blenheim, if indeed he did shoot it down. Miley was buried in St Andrew's churchyard, 
North Weald, Essex. 

On 3 July, Basil Way shared a Do17; on 8 July he claimed a Me109 destroyed and shared 
another; on 24 July two probable Me109’s; on the 25 July another Me109 destroyed. 
Immediately after this victory, he was shot down and killed, crashing into the Channel in 
his Spitfire R6707.  

Of the Cranwellians serving in 13 Group, all were flight cadets except Temlett who, despite 
starting his training at the RAF College, transferred to the RAFVR when the College closed 
down at the outbreak of WW2. 
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Not strictly part of 11 Gp, but based at RAF Tangmere, the Fighter Interception Unit was 
formed and commanded by Peter Chamberlain, following his pioneering development work 
on air interception radar. Henry Eeles is also unique in that he is one Cranwellian who 
declined the offer of the Battle of Britain Clasp, despite having earned it as OC 263 Sqn 
operating Whirlwind and Hurricane aircraft. Charles Bacon, Ferdinand Baraldi and David 
Fulford were three Cranwellian participants who received their flying training from the 
SFTS at RAF Cranwell. 

On 12 Group operations, Tim Vigors (222 Sqn) appears to have been the outstanding 
Cranwellian ‘ace’ with five successes during the Battle of Britain.  

Arguably a better known Cranwellian in 12 Group was Sir Douglas Bader who, as OC 242 
Sqn, famously advocated the ‘Big Wing’ Ops concept despite fierce opposition from 11 
Gp who, being closer to the enemy lines, could not assemble a comparable ‘Big Wing’ in 
time to repel the oncoming Luftwaffe forces; they opted for finger four formations attacking 
the enemy aircraft in pairs, a mode d’emploi which was to become SOP in ‘Rodeo’ fighter 
sweeps over France after the Battle of Britain had been won. Bader was attributed four 
successes (1½ x Do 17, 1 x Bf109, 1 x Bf110) in the Battle of Britain. It is postulated that 
he was shot down - some believe blue-on-blue - in 1941, captured by the Germans and 
enjoyed the hospitality of Colditz Castle till the end of the war. 

Having been posted from 1 Sqn to 242 Sqn on 21 September, Michael Homer was shot 
down and killed on 27 September when his Hurricane aircraft P2967 crashed into a wood 
near Sittingbourne. 
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• Was in action, with Sergeant O’Mara on 14 November, against a large force of 
Japanese fighters. He baled out of his burning aircraft and was attacked five times, 
avoiding fire by climbing his parachute cords, was injured in the thigh, rescued by two 
local inhabitants on the Penang Mountain and handed over to the British. 

• After some weeks in hospital and various attempts to repatriate, on 1 September 1942 
he went to Air HQ Delhi in charge of the training section. 

• From November 1943 to December 1944, commanded RAF Yellahanka, converting 
from frontline Hurricane to Thunderbolts and Blenheim squadrons to Mosquitos. 

• In early 1945, returned to the UK and was posted to command RAF Castle Camps and 
took part in the first Battle of Britain flypast on 15 September 1945. 

He retired from the RAF on 8 November 1946 as a Squadron Leader, retaining the rank of 
Wing Commander. Vigors later became a well known figure in international horse racing 
circles and, for a time, ran a firm specialising in private and executive air travel. 

He died on 14 November 2003. 

                                                                        __________
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