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Fewest of the Few Supplement

J37 Entry Graduated December 1939
SURNAME INITS
CLARK HD
CROFTS PG
GRANT SB
HOMER MG
WAY BH

Crofts withdrew from J37 in May 1938, for academic reasons.






Clark, Hugh Desmond  
(J37 Entry, A Squadron)   

Born 30 March 1919, attended Wellington College from 1933 to 36 and entered the 
College in January 1937. He went on to become a King's cadet.  

He joined 213 Squadron in early 1939 from where he was posted to 85 Squadron in 
France on May 13 1940. He was shot down and wounded on the 16th and had recovered 
sufficiently to rejoin 213 Squadron at Exeter on August 19th. He was again wounded on 
August 26th over Portland and did not fly again until November. 

He retired in 1960 as a Wing Commander. 

                                                                     __________
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Cranwellian Participants 

90 Flight cadets, 17 SFTS trainees and a transferee to the RAFVR, as far as our records 
show, each played their part in the Battle of Britain. Here we summarise their efforts by 
squadron; a more detailed breakdown is available in our booklet, Battle of Britain. 

Of the Cranwellians that served in squadrons within 10 Group (SW England), Charles 
Davis (8 with 238 Sqn), Brian Kingcome (7 with 92 Sqn), Harold Atkinson (6 with 213 Sqn), 
Allan Wright (6 also with 92 Sqn) and Eric Marrs (5 with 152 Sqn) are accredited 
‘aces’ (i.e. five or more ‘kills’) with the greatest number of successes. John Dewar (87 and 
213 Sqns), Peter Drew (236 Sqn), Richard Hogg (152 Sqn), John Jones (152 Sqn), 
Douglas Shepley (152 Sqn) who lost his brother at Dunkirk, and Kenneth Wordsell (219 
Sqn) all paid the ultimate sacrifice. 

By far the greatest number of Cranwellians involved in the Battle of Britain operated on 
squadrons within 11 Group (SE England). The ‘aces’ were Aeneas MacDonnell (8½ 
‘successes’ with 64 Sqn), Peter Townsend (8 with 85 Sqn), Henry Hogan (6 with 501 Sqn) 
and John Badger (5 with). Those who lost their lives on Ops within 11 Group were 
Christopher Andreae (64 Sqn), John Badger (43 Sqn), Charles Bacon (610 Sqn), John 
Chomley (257 Sqn), Philip Cox (501 Sqn), John Davey (1 Sqn), Ian Donald (141 Sqn), 
Geoffrey Gaunt (609 Sqn), Hilary Hood (41 Sqn), Noel Hall (257 Sqn), David Hanson (17 
Sqn), John Lecky (41 Sqn), Richard Lee (85 Sqn), John McKenzie (111 Sqn), Miles Miley 
(25 Sqn), Henry Sawyer (65 Sqn) and Rodney Wilkinson (266 Sqn).  
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Not strictly part of 11 Gp, but based at RAF Tangmere, the Fighter Interception Unit was 
formed and commanded by Peter Chamberlain, following his pioneering development work 
on air interception radar. Henry Eeles is also unique in that he is one Cranwellian who 
declined the offer of the Battle of Britain Clasp, despite having earned it as OC 263 Sqn 
operating Whirlwind and Hurricane aircraft. Charles Bacon, Ferdinand Baraldi and David 
Fulford were three Cranwellian participants who received their flying training from the 
SFTS at RAF Cranwell. 

On 12 Group operations, Tim Vigors (222 Sqn) appears to have been the outstanding 
Cranwellian ‘ace’ with five successes during the Battle of Britain.  

Arguably a better known Cranwellian in 12 Group was Sir Douglas Bader who, as OC 242 
Sqn, famously advocated the ‘Big Wing’ Ops concept despite fierce opposition from 11 Gp 
who, being closer to the enemy lines, could not assemble a comparable ‘Big Wing’ in time 
to repel the oncoming Luftwaffe forces; they opted for finger four formations attacking the 
enemy aircraft in pairs, a mode d’emploi which was to become SOP in ‘Rodeo’ fighter 
sweeps over France after the Battle of Britain had been won. Bader was attributed four 
successes (1½ x Do 17, 1 x Bf109, 1 x Bf110) in the Battle of Britain. It is postulated that 
he was shot down - some believe blue-on-blue - in 1941, captured by the Germans and 
enjoyed the hospitality of Colditz Castle till the end of the war. 

Having been posted from 1 Sqn to 242 Sqn on 21 September, Michael Homer was shot 
down and killed on 27 September when his Hurricane aircraft P2967 crashed into a wood 
near Sittingbourne. 
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Crofts, Peter Guerin (J37 Entry, Withdrew)  

Crofts was born in St George’s Square, London on 2 January 1918 and attended 
Wellington College, Sevenoaks. He entered the RAF College in January 1937, but 
withdrew in May the following year on academic grounds. Nonetheless he was granted a 
short service commission, completed flying training and joined the SHQ staff at Gossport 
in September 1938. 

In mid-July 1940, Crofts was with 150 Sqn, flying Blenheims and he may have been in 
France when the squadron was with the AASF. 

Crofts probably volunteered for Fighter Command in August 1940 and joined 615 
Squadron at Prestwick on 3 September and thence 605 Squadron on the 18th. 

He was shot down by Bf 109s over Ticehurst on 28 September, baled out but fell to his 
death at Red Pale, a mile and a half from Dallington. He was probably machined gunned 
as he floated down. His Hurricane, V6699, crashed in a paddock at Earls Down and 
exploded. 

Crofts is buried in All Saints’ churchyard, Tilford in Surrey. There is a memorial cross on 
the spot where he fell, a few yards from Red Pale. 

                                                                     __________
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Honours and Awards 

Not entirely for their exploits during the Battle of Britain, two Cranwellians were honoured 
during WWII with a DSO and Bar - Sir Douglas Bader and FV Beamish - the DSO being 
the next highest award to the Victoria Cross that can be awarded to members of the RAF. 
A further 12 Cranwellians received the DSO.
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Grant, Stanley Bernard (J37 Entry, B Squadron)  

Grant was born on 31 May 1919. He entered the RAF College as a Flight Cadet in January 
1937, graduated on 17 Dec. 1938 and  appointed to a Permanent Commission. 

1At the outbreak of war, he was with 65 Squadron at Hornchurch. Over Dunkirk on 26 
May, he claimed a Bf 110 destroyed and on the 27th another Bf 110 probably destroyed 
and a Do 17 shared. Grant claimed a Bf 109 probably destroyed on 9 July 1940. 

After attending 5 OTU, Aston Down as an instructor, between 1 August and and 24 
February 1941, he rejoined 65 Squadron at Tangmere and was made as a Flight 
Commander in August. 

Grant was posted to 601 Squadron at Duxford in December. In February 1942, he went to 
Gibraltar in the carrier HMS Eagle, with 16 Spitfires for Malta, the first to be allocated to 
the island. He led 15 of them off the carrier on 7 March, leaving one behind with engine 
trouble. 

Grant joined 249 Squadron at Ta Kali, as a supernumerary Squadron Leader, taking 
command of the squadron on 14 March. 

He probably destroyed a Bf 109 on 11 March, damaged a Bf 109 on the 17th, claimed a Ju 
87 and a Bf 109 on the 25th, probable destroyed a Ju 87 and damaged a Ju 87, a Ju 88 
and a Bf 109 on 1 April, shared in a Ju 88 on the 21st, and destroyed a Regianne 2001 on 
10 June. 

Awarded a DFC (gazetted 5 June 1942), Grant was posted to the Middle East on 30 June 
1942. He returned later in the year and took command of the Spitfire Wing. He shared a Bf 
110 and destroyed a Ju 52 on 11 December. He was awarded a Bar to the DFC (gazetted 
29 January 1943). 

Grant later went to 203 (Training) Group in the Middle East and in 1944 was at the 
Advance HQ Mediterranean Allied Air Force in Italy, as Command Training Officer. 

After the war, Grant was at the Air Ministry in 1946/47, with Flying Training Command from 
1948 to 1954, with Flight Command in 1955/56, after which he went to SEATO a a Group 
Captain. 

Grant returned to Fighter Command in 1960 and undertook a course at the Imperial 
Defence College (IDC) in 1962. After two years with NATO in 1963/64, he was appointed 
as an Air Commodore to the staff of the IDC, remaining there till 1968. 

Grant’s final tour of duty was as Commander of British Forces in the Persian Gulf. Created 
a CB in 1969, he retired from the RAF on 6 June 1970, as an AVM. 

He died on 6 July 1987. 
                                                              __________ 
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formed and commanded by Peter Chamberlain, following his pioneering development work 
on air interception radar. Henry Eeles is also unique in that he is one Cranwellian who 
declined the offer of the Battle of Britain Clasp, despite having earned it as OC 263 Sqn 
operating Whirlwind and Hurricane aircraft. Charles Bacon, Ferdinand Baraldi and David 
Fulford were three Cranwellian participants who received their flying training from the 
SFTS at RAF Cranwell. 

On 12 Group operations, Tim Vigors (222 Sqn) appears to have been the outstanding 
Cranwellian ‘ace’ with five successes during the Battle of Britain.  

Arguably a better known Cranwellian in 12 Group was Sir Douglas Bader who, as OC 242 
Sqn, famously advocated the ‘Big Wing’ Ops concept despite fierce opposition from 11 
Gp who, being closer to the enemy lines, could not assemble a comparable ‘Big Wing’ in 
time to repel the oncoming Luftwaffe forces; they opted for finger four formations attacking 
the enemy aircraft in pairs, a mode d’emploi which was to become SOP in ‘Rodeo’ fighter 
sweeps over France after the Battle of Britain had been won. Bader was attributed four 
successes (1½ x Do 17, 1 x Bf109, 1 x Bf110) in the Battle of Britain. It is postulated that 
he was shot down - some believe blue-on-blue - in 1941, captured by the Germans and 
enjoyed the hospitality of Colditz Castle till the end of the war. 

Having been posted from 1 Sqn to 242 Sqn on 21 September, Michael Homer was shot 
down and killed on 27 September when his Hurricane aircraft P2967 crashed into a wood 
near Sittingbourne. 
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Homer, Michael Giles (J37 Entry, C Squadron)  

Homer, of Swanage, Dorset was at Wellington College from 1933 to 1936. He entered the 
RAF College in January 1937 and, on graduation, joined 106 Squadron at Thornaby on 17 
December 1938. 

In early 1940, Homer was with 44 Squadron, operating in Hampdens from Waddington. On 
12 April, he was captain of an aircraft which carried out a high-level bombing attack on two 
enemy cruisers in Christiansand Bay. He pressed home his attack in the face of intense 
anti-aircraft fire and attacks by enemy fighters, one of which his air gunner shot down. He 
then got his damaged aircraft safely back to base. For this operation Homer was awarded 
the DFC (gazetted 26th April 1940). 

In August, he volunteered for Fighter Command and joined 1 Squadron at Northolt in early 
September 1940. On the 7th he damaged a Do 17.  

Homer was posted to 242 Squadron at Coltishall on 21 September. He was shot down and 
killed on the 27th, when his Hurricane P2967 crashed in flames at Bluetown, Mintching 
Wood, Milstead near Sittingbourne. 

Homer was 21. He is buried in Godlingston Cemetery, Swanage. 

                                                              __________ 

J37 Page  of 5 6

 
Not strictly part of 11 Gp, but based at RAF Tangmere, the Fighter Interception Unit was 
formed and commanded by Peter Chamberlain, following his pioneering development work 
on air interception radar. Henry Eeles is also unique in that he is one Cranwellian who 
declined the offer of the Battle of Britain Clasp, despite having earned it as OC 263 Sqn 
operating Whirlwind and Hurricane aircraft. Charles Bacon, Ferdinand Baraldi and David 
Fulford were three Cranwellian participants who received their flying training from the 
SFTS at RAF Cranwell. 

On 12 Group operations, Tim Vigors (222 Sqn) appears to have been the outstanding 
Cranwellian ‘ace’ with five successes during the Battle of Britain.  

Arguably a better known Cranwellian in 12 Group was Sir Douglas Bader who, as OC 242 
Sqn, famously advocated the ‘Big Wing’ Ops concept despite fierce opposition from 11 
Gp who, being closer to the enemy lines, could not assemble a comparable ‘Big Wing’ in 
time to repel the oncoming Luftwaffe forces; they opted for finger four formations attacking 
the enemy aircraft in pairs, a mode d’emploi which was to become SOP in ‘Rodeo’ fighter 
sweeps over France after the Battle of Britain had been won. Bader was attributed four 
successes (1½ x Do 17, 1 x Bf109, 1 x Bf110) in the Battle of Britain. It is postulated that 
he was shot down - some believe blue-on-blue - in 1941, captured by the Germans and 
enjoyed the hospitality of Colditz Castle till the end of the war. 

Having been posted from 1 Sqn to 242 Sqn on 21 September, Michael Homer was shot 
down and killed on 27 September when his Hurricane aircraft P2967 crashed into a wood 
near Sittingbourne. 

Page  of 14 32

 
Not strictly part of 11 Gp, but based at RAF Tangmere, the Fighter Interception Unit was 
formed and commanded by Peter Chamberlain, following his pioneering development work 
on air interception radar. Henry Eeles is also unique in that he is one Cranwellian who 
declined the offer of the Battle of Britain Clasp, despite having earned it as OC 263 Sqn 
operating Whirlwind and Hurricane aircraft. Charles Bacon, Ferdinand Baraldi and David 
Fulford were three Cranwellian participants who received their flying training from the 
SFTS at RAF Cranwell. 

On 12 Group operations, Tim Vigors (222 Sqn) appears to have been the outstanding 
Cranwellian ‘ace’ with five successes during the Battle of Britain.  

Arguably a better known Cranwellian in 12 Group was Sir Douglas Bader who, as OC 242 
Sqn, famously advocated the ‘Big Wing’ Ops concept despite fierce opposition from 11 
Gp who, being closer to the enemy lines, could not assemble a comparable ‘Big Wing’ in 
time to repel the oncoming Luftwaffe forces; they opted for finger four formations attacking 
the enemy aircraft in pairs, a mode d’emploi which was to become SOP in ‘Rodeo’ fighter 
sweeps over France after the Battle of Britain had been won. Bader was attributed four 
successes (1½ x Do 17, 1 x Bf109, 1 x Bf110) in the Battle of Britain. It is postulated that 
he was shot down - some believe blue-on-blue - in 1941, captured by the Germans and 
enjoyed the hospitality of Colditz Castle till the end of the war. 

Having been posted from 1 Sqn to 242 Sqn on 21 September, Michael Homer was shot 
down and killed on 27 September when his Hurricane aircraft P2967 crashed into a wood 
near Sittingbourne. 

Page  of 14 32

13 Group controlled RAF squadrons deployed in the Midlands. The acknowledged 
Cranwellian ‘ace’ was Jimmie Elsdon (72 Sqn), with six successes. Two Cranwellians 
(Noel Benson and Basil Way) lost their lives on Ops with 13 Group. 

Miles Miley joined 25 Sqn at Hawkinge. He was still with the squadron in early July 1940, 
but was attached to the Air Fighting Development Unit at Northolt on 15 August. In the 
early evening of 15 September, Miley was flying as a passenger in Beaufighter R2067 
from North Weald, with Fg Off HMS Lambert as pilot and LAC JP Wyatt as crew. The 
aircraft crashed near Kenley aerodrome at 1820 and all three men on board were killed. It 
has never been established whether the crash was an accident or the result of enemy 
action. On that day, Feldwebel Neuhoff of JG53 claimed a Blenheim destroyed, but none 
was reported lost on the 15th. It is possible that he may have mistaken the Beaufighter for 
a Blenheim, if indeed he did shoot it down. Miley was buried in St Andrew's churchyard, 
North Weald, Essex. 

On 3 July, Basil Way shared a Do17; on 8 July he claimed a Me109 destroyed and shared 
another; on 24 July two probable Me109’s; on the 25 July another Me109 destroyed. 
Immediately after this victory, he was shot down and killed, crashing into the Channel in 
his Spitfire R6707.  

Of the Cranwellians serving in 13 Group, all were flight cadets except Temlett who, despite 
starting his training at the RAF College, transferred to the RAFVR when the College closed 
down at the outbreak of WW2. 
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Battle of Britain - 12 Group Participants
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Way, Basil Hugh (J37 Entry, A Squadron)  

Way, of Hinton St George, Somerset was educated at Malvern College before entering the 
RAF College, Cranwell in January 1937 as a flight cadet. Whilst there he won the Groves 
Memorial Prize as the best all-round pilot. On graduation in December 1938, Way was 
posted to 54 Squadron at Hornchurch.  

On February 13th 1940 he shared in destroying a He111 off the north Kent coast. In May 
he was appointed 'B' Flight Commander and over Dunkirk on the 25th and 26th he 
probably destroyed two Me110’s. 

On 3 July Way shared a Do17, on the 8th he claimed a Me 109 destroyed and shared 
another, on the 24th two probable Me 109’s and on the 25th another Me1 09 destroyed. 
Immediately after this victory, Way was shot down and killed, crashing into the Channel in 
Spitfire R6707. 

Way was 22 years old. He is buried in Oostdunkerke Communal Cemetery, Belgium. 
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Our research has been unable to verify some of the squadron movements and 
(re)deployments, but we have established the contribution made by Cranwellians in 11 
squadrons (56, 151, 249, 253, 264, 312, 601, 603 605, 615 and 616 Sqns) which were 
deployed across Fighter Command during the Battle of Britain. 

Of the ‘Pan-Group’ airmen shown below, all were flight cadets except for Percival Ross-
Frames Burton and Geoffrey Page, both of whom underwent flying training at the SFTS 
Cranwell.

Richard Barclay (249 Sqn) was an ‘ace’, destroying five Luftwaffe aircraft. 

FV Beamish is one of the famous Beamish brothers and entered the College with a 
Wakefield Scholarship. He was a very “hands-on” station commander of RAF North Weald, 
flying regularly with his resident squadrons (56, 151, 249 and 257 when in 11 Group). We 
have been only able to verify (but have no reason to dispute) four of his claims of 10 
enemy aircraft destroyed. Following the award of an AFC before the war, he was 
mentioned in despatches in February 1940, appointed a companion of the DSO in July 
1940, awarded a DFC in November 1940 and a bar to the DSO in September 1941, and 
finally was mentioned in despatches again in January 1942. As an Acting Wg Cdr, he was 
killed in action in March 1942.

Of others from these “Pan-Group” Squadrons, three pilots lost their lives in 11 Group 
operations - Percival Burton, Noel Benson and Peter Crofts.
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