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Fewest of the Few Supplement

J30 Entry Graduated December 1931
SURNAME INITS
BARNETT RE
LEIGH RHA
MONTAGU GW
TYSON FH
WORRALL J






Barnett, Richard Edgar (J30 Entry, B Squadron)  

Barnett attended Cheltenham College and then went to RAF College Cranwell as a Flight 
Cadet in January 1930. He graduated in December 1931 and then joined 54 Squadron at 
Hornchurch on the 19th.  

Posted overseas in September 1932, Barnett joined 6 Squadron at Ismailia on 1 
November.  

He went to the RAF Depot at Aboukir in July 1935.  

In the Coronation Honours List Barnett was made an MBE (gazetted 11th May 1937) for 
operations in Palestine from April to October 1936.  

After returning to the UK he went to the A&AEE at Martlesham Heath on 16 August 1938. 
When the OC 234 Squadron (newly-formed), he was badly injured in a car accident on 2 
November 1939; he had taken  command at short notice. As a result of his injuries, he did 
not fly very often and relinquished his command on 13 August 1940.  

He resigned his commission on 11th August 1941.  

After the war, Barnett worked in Kenya and died on 2nd January 1970. 

__________


Leigh, Rupert Henry Archibald (J30 Entry, A Squadron)  

On graduation from J30 Entry at the RAF College on 18 December 1931, Leigh was 
posted to 57 Sqn. After commencing instruction at RAF Gosport in September 1932, he 
was posted to 810 (Fleet Torpedo)  Squadron and supported HMS Courageous at sea. 

In June 1936, he became an instructor at 1 FTS, Leuchars, and on 16 August 1937, joined 
the staff of the CFS at Upavon.  He was a Flight Commander there until October 1939. 

Before the war, he had befriended Douglas Bader and, at while at CFS, "he was given the 
task of conducting Bader's test flight having been given clearance by the Central Medical 
Establishment. Conducting the test in a Harvard, equipped with toe brakes which Bader 
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Cranwellian Participants 

90 Flight cadets, 17 SFTS trainees and a transferee to the RAFVR, as far as our records 
show, each played their part in the Battle of Britain. Here we summarise their efforts by 
squadron; a more detailed breakdown is available in our booklet, Battle of Britain. 

Of the Cranwellians that served in squadrons within 10 Group (SW England), Charles 
Davis (8 with 238 Sqn), Brian Kingcome (7 with 92 Sqn), Harold Atkinson (6 with 213 Sqn), 
Allan Wright (6 also with 92 Sqn) and Eric Marrs (5 with 152 Sqn) are accredited 
‘aces’ (i.e. five or more ‘kills’) with the greatest number of successes. John Dewar (87 and 
213 Sqns), Peter Drew (236 Sqn), Richard Hogg (152 Sqn), John Jones (152 Sqn), 
Douglas Shepley (152 Sqn) who lost his brother at Dunkirk, and Kenneth Wordsell (219 
Sqn) all paid the ultimate sacrifice. 

By far the greatest number of Cranwellians involved in the Battle of Britain operated on 
squadrons within 11 Group (SE England). The ‘aces’ were Aeneas MacDonnell (8½ 
‘successes’ with 64 Sqn), Peter Townsend (8 with 85 Sqn), Henry Hogan (6 with 501 Sqn) 
and John Badger (5 with). Those who lost their lives on Ops within 11 Group were 
Christopher Andreae (64 Sqn), John Badger (43 Sqn), Charles Bacon (610 Sqn), John 
Chomley (257 Sqn), Philip Cox (501 Sqn), John Davey (1 Sqn), Ian Donald (141 Sqn), 
Geoffrey Gaunt (609 Sqn), Hilary Hood (41 Sqn), Noel Hall (257 Sqn), David Hanson (17 
Sqn), John Lecky (41 Sqn), Richard Lee (85 Sqn), John McKenzie (111 Sqn), Miles Miley 
(25 Sqn), Henry Sawyer (65 Sqn) and Rodney Wilkinson (266 Sqn).  
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13 Group controlled RAF squadrons deployed in the Midlands. The acknowledged 
Cranwellian ‘ace’ was Jimmie Elsdon (72 Sqn), with six successes. Two Cranwellians 
(Noel Benson and Basil Way) lost their lives on Ops with 13 Group. 

Miles Miley joined 25 Sqn at Hawkinge. He was still with the squadron in early July 1940, 
but was attached to the Air Fighting Development Unit at Northolt on 15 August. In the 
early evening of 15 September, Miley was flying as a passenger in Beaufighter R2067 
from North Weald, with Fg Off HMS Lambert as pilot and LAC JP Wyatt as crew. The 
aircraft crashed near Kenley aerodrome at 1820 and all three men on board were killed. It 
has never been established whether the crash was an accident or the result of enemy 
action. On that day, Feldwebel Neuhoff of JG53 claimed a Blenheim destroyed, but none 
was reported lost on the 15th. It is possible that he may have mistaken the Beaufighter for 
a Blenheim, if indeed he did shoot it down. Miley was buried in St Andrew's churchyard, 
North Weald, Essex. 

On 3 July, Basil Way shared a Do17; on 8 July he claimed a Me109 destroyed and shared 
another; on 24 July two probable Me109’s; on the 25 July another Me109 destroyed. 
Immediately after this victory, he was shot down and killed, crashing into the Channel in 
his Spitfire R6707.  

Of the Cranwellians serving in 13 Group, all were flight cadets except Temlett who, despite 
starting his training at the RAF College, transferred to the RAFVR when the College closed 
down at the outbreak of WW2. 
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would be unable to operate with his artificial legs, Leigh operated these for him knowing 
that on operations Bader would be flying Spitfires or Hurricanes which were fitted with 
hand operated brakes."   

Squadron Leader (later Air Commodore) Rupert Henry Archibald Leigh was posted to 
Duxford to command 66 Squadron from April to October 1940, assuming command on the 
9th. 

He shared the destruction of an He 111 on 12 May 1940, destroyed an He 111 on 9 
September, shared the destruction of another on the 11th and damaged a Bf 109 on 13 
October.  

As a pre-war regular, Leigh was a skilled tactician who evinced a preference for head-on 
attacks from slightly below enemy formations -- where defensive fire would be weakest. He 
finished the war with 1.5 victories. 

Leigh was posted to HQ 12 Group on 18 October, to conduct administrative duties and 
was appointed acting Wing Commander on 4 November, antedated retrospectively to 20 
October. 

He returned to Ops in May 1941 as OC 23 Squadron until December when posted. 

He retired from the RAF on 7 December 1954, as a Group Captain but retaining the rank of Air 
Commodore. During the war he received no fear than five Mentioned in Despatches.


He died on 1 February 1991.

__________





Montagu, George Wroughton (J30 Entry, C Squadron)


Montagu was educated at King’s School, Bruton in Somerset. Entering the RAF College in 
January 1930, he graduated on 18 December 1931 and was posted to 40 Squadron based at 
Abingdon.


On 7 September 1933, he was posted to 822 Squadron, on HMS Furious. 


On 9 November 1936, he was posted on the staff of 10 FTS at Tern Hill, moved to 2 AACU Lee-
on-Solent on 13 June 1938 and, on 8 March 1939, joined ‘Z’ Flight of 1 AACU.


Posted to HQ 22 Group on 22 May 1939, he moved to 5 OTU, Aston Down, on 10 August 1940 
for a refresher course before taking command of 236 Squadron at St Eval, Cornwall, on the 15th. 
On 21 August 1939, he was detached to RAF Farnborough for a 3 day course on high altitude 
flying.


On 21 December 1940, he failed to return from a reconnaissance mission over Brest and he and 
his crew of two were reported as ‘Missing’. He is buried in Bayeux War Cemetery in France.


__________


J30 Page  of 3 5

Cranwellian Participants 

90 Flight cadets, 17 SFTS trainees and a transferee to the RAFVR, as far as our records 
show, each played their part in the Battle of Britain. Here we summarise their efforts by 
squadron; a more detailed breakdown is available in our booklet, Battle of Britain. 

Of the Cranwellians that served in squadrons within 10 Group (SW England), those 
accredited ‘aces’ (i.e. five or more ‘kills’) and the greatest number of successes were 
Charles Davis (8 with 238 Sqn), Brian Kingcome (7 with 92 Sqn), Harold Atkinson (6 with 
213 Sqn), Allan Wright (6 also with 92 Sqn) and Eric Marrs (5 with 152 Sqn). John Dewar 
(87 and 213 Sqns), Peter Drew (236 Sqn), Richard Hogg (152 Sqn), John Jones (152 
Sqn), Douglas Shepley (152 Sqn) who lost his brother at Dunkirk, and Kenneth Wordsell 
(219 Sqn) all paid the ultimate sacrifice. 

By far the greatest number of Cranwellians involved in the Battle of Britain operated on 
squadrons within 11 Group (SE England). The ‘aces’ were Aeneas MacDonnell (8½ 
‘successes’ with 64 Sqn), Peter Townsend (8 with 85 Sqn), Henry Hogan (6 with 501 Sqn) 
and John Badger (5 with 43 Sqn). Those who lost their lives on Ops within 11 Group were 
Christopher Andreae (64 Sqn), John Badger (43 Sqn), Charles Bacon (610 Sqn), John 
Chomley (257 Sqn), Philip Cox (501 Sqn), John Davey (1 Sqn), Ian Donald (141 Sqn), 
Geoffrey Gaunt (609 Sqn), Hilary Hood (41 Sqn), Noel Hall (257 Sqn), David Hanson (17 
Sqn), John Lecky (41 Sqn), Richard Lee (85 Sqn), John McKenzie (111 Sqn), Miles Miley 
(25 Sqn), Henry Sawyer (65 Sqn) and Rodney Wilkinson (266 Sqn).  

Page  of 13 26

Battle of Britain - 10 Group Participants

234

PGStG O’Brian

247

152

RM Hogg

JSB Jones

ES Marrs

PGStG O’Brian

DC Shepley

TS Wildblood

C Warren

AR Watson

213

JS Dewar

HD Clark

219

KW Worsdell

236

PE Drew

DTM Lumsden

GW Montagu

238

CEJ Baines

CT Davis

WEJ Measures

J Tillett

87

JS Dewar

92

RH Holland

WC Watling

CBF Kingcome

RCF Lister

AR Wright

RE Barnett

IN Bayles

HF Atkinson

Cranwellian Participants 

90 Flight cadets, 17 SFTS trainees and a transferee to the RAFVR, as far as our records 
show, each played their part in the Battle of Britain. Here we summarise their efforts by 
squadron; a more detailed breakdown is available in our booklet, Battle of Britain. 

Of the Cranwellians that served in squadrons within 10 Group (SW England), those 
accredited ‘aces’ (i.e. five or more ‘kills’) and the greatest number of successes were 
Charles Davis (8 with 238 Sqn), Brian Kingcome (7 with 92 Sqn), Harold Atkinson (6 with 
213 Sqn), Allan Wright (6 also with 92 Sqn) and Eric Marrs (5 with 152 Sqn). John Dewar 
(87 and 213 Sqns), Peter Drew (236 Sqn), Richard Hogg (152 Sqn), John Jones (152 
Sqn), Douglas Shepley (152 Sqn) who lost his brother at Dunkirk, and Kenneth Wordsell 
(219 Sqn) all paid the ultimate sacrifice. 

By far the greatest number of Cranwellians involved in the Battle of Britain operated on 
squadrons within 11 Group (SE England). The ‘aces’ were Aeneas MacDonnell (8½ 
‘successes’ with 64 Sqn), Peter Townsend (8 with 85 Sqn), Henry Hogan (6 with 501 Sqn) 
and John Badger (5 with 43 Sqn). Those who lost their lives on Ops within 11 Group were 
Christopher Andreae (64 Sqn), John Badger (43 Sqn), Charles Bacon (610 Sqn), John 
Chomley (257 Sqn), Philip Cox (501 Sqn), John Davey (1 Sqn), Ian Donald (141 Sqn), 
Geoffrey Gaunt (609 Sqn), Hilary Hood (41 Sqn), Noel Hall (257 Sqn), David Hanson (17 
Sqn), John Lecky (41 Sqn), Richard Lee (85 Sqn), John McKenzie (111 Sqn), Miles Miley 
(25 Sqn), Henry Sawyer (65 Sqn) and Rodney Wilkinson (266 Sqn).  

Page  of 13 26

Battle of Britain - 10 Group Participants

234

PGStG O’Brian

247

152

RM Hogg

JSB Jones

ES Marrs

PGStG O’Brian

DC Shepley

TS Wildblood

C Warren

AR Watson

213

JS Dewar

HD Clark

219

KW Worsdell

236

PE Drew

DTM Lumsden

GW Montagu

238

CEJ Baines

CT Davis

WEJ Measures

J Tillett

87

JS Dewar

92

RH Holland

WC Watling

CBF Kingcome

RCF Lister

AR Wright

RE Barnett

IN Bayles

HF Atkinson



 

Tyson,  Frank  Hastings (1-30C)  

Tyson was born in Southport on 14th February 1912 and attended St. Philips School, from 
where he won a scholarship to King George V School. Tyson entered the College in 
January 1930, graduating in December 1931.  

Tyson joined 29 Squadron at North Weald. 

He was posted to 802 (Fleet Fighter) Squadron on 2nd March 1933 based at Hal Far, 
Malta and at sea on HMS Glorious. 

He was supernumerary at RAF Gosport on 22 August 1935 and, on 16 December, he 
joined the staff at 7 FTS Peterborough. On 1 January 1937, Tyson was posted to 603 
Squadron, Auxiliary Air Force at Turnhouse as flying instructor and Adjutant.  

He was posted to HQ Fighter Command on 1 February 1939 for intelligence duties. On 30 
October, Tyson went to Leconfield to form and command 245 Squadron. He was seriously 
injured in a motor accident three days later. 

On recovery, Tyson joined the Administrative Staff at HQ Coastal Command on 24 
February 1940. On 22 July, he arrived at 5 OTU Aston Down from HQ Coastal Command. 
After converting to Hurricanes, he joined 3 Squadron at Wick on 6th August as 
supernumerary Squadron Leader.  

He took command of 312 Squadron at Duxford on its formation on 29 August. From 9 
September, he shared command with Squadron Leader Ambrus. The squadron was 
declared operational on 2 October, being based at Speke as part of Liverpool's defences. 
Tyson left the squadron in April 1941, when it became an all-Czech unit. 

He was awarded the Czech Military Cross (gazetted 14th April 1942). In September 1942 
Tyson was Deputy Station Commander at Luqa, Malta. His subsequent service is currently 
undocumented until he retired from the RAF on 14th February 1962 as a Group Captain. 

Tyson died on 30th December 1979. 

__________


J30 Page  of 4 5

Our research has been unable to verify some of the squadron movements and 
(re)deployments, but we have established the contribution made by Cranwellians in 11 
squadrons (56, 151, 249, 253, 264, 312, 601, 603 605, 615 and 616 Sqns) which were 
deployed across Fighter Command during the Battle of Britain. 

Of the ‘Pan-Group’ airmen shown below, all were flight cadets except for Percival Ross-
Frames Burton and Geoffrey Page, both of whom underwent flying training at the SFTS 
Cranwell.

Richard Barclay (249 Sqn) was an ‘ace’, destroying five Luftwaffe aircraft. 

FV Beamish is one of the famous Beamish brothers and entered the College with a 
Wakefield Scholarship. He was a very “hands-on” station commander of RAF North Weald, 
flying regularly with his resident squadrons (56, 151, 249 and 257 when in 11 Group). We 
have been only able to verify (but have no reason to dispute) four of his claims of 10 
enemy aircraft destroyed. Following the award of an AFC before the war, he was 
mentioned in despatches in February 1940, appointed a companion of the DSO in July 
1940, awarded a DFC in November 1940 and a bar to the DSO in September 1941, and 
finally was mentioned in despatches again in January 1942. As an Acting Wg Cdr, he was 
killed in action in March 1942.

Of others from these “Pan-Group” Squadrons, three pilots lost their lives in 11 Group 
operations - Percival Burton, Noel Benson and Peter Crofts.
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Worrall  John  (J30 Entry, A Squadron)  

Worrall entered the RAF College in January 1930 and graduated on 19 December 1931. 
He represented the RAF College at Hockey.  

Worrall initially joined 1 Squadron, and then transferred to 208 Squadron on 28 February 
1933. In 1936, he went to China, where he attended the School of Oriental Studies at 
Peking University.

At the outbreak of the Second World War, Worrall was recalled and posted to 32 Squadron 
in May 1940. While based at Biggin Hill and Hawkinge, Worrall participated in the Battle of 
Britain, taking command of 32 Squadron on 6 May. Under his leadership, by the end of 
August 1940, his Squadron had claimed 71 enemy aircraft. By the end of the Battle, 32 
Squadron had destroyed 102 enemy aircraft In early August 1940,2 Worrall was awarded 
the Distinguished Flying Cross (DFC). Soon afterwards Worrall became a Fighter 
Controller at Biggin Hill's control room.

Worrall's personal score included a damaged Hs 126 on 20 May, a probable Bf 109 on 19 
July, three damaged Ju 87s on 20 July, and a half share Bf 110 on 15 August 1940. He 
was shot down only once on 20 July 1940, obliging him to make a forced landing near 
Hawkinge in Hurricane Mk. I, N2532, with a damaged engine and gravity tank which 
resulted in the aircraft burning out.

In March 1944, Wing Commander C Worrall became the SASO for HQ 216 Group.

In July 1945, Worrall became the Senior Personnel Staff Officer at HQ Transport 
Command. He continued to serve in the RAF after the war, eventually rising to the rank of 
Air Vice-Marshal. He was made a CB in the NYOL and retired on 1 January 1963.

Following retirement from the RAF, Worrall became Managing Director of The Advertising 
Agency Poster Bureau Ltd in 1964. 

__________
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Not strictly part of 11 Gp, but based at RAF Tangmere, the Fighter Interception Unit was 
formed and commanded by Peter Chamberlain, following his pioneering development work 
on air interception radar. Henry Eeles is also unique in that he is one Cranwellian who 
declined the offer of the Battle of Britain Clasp, despite having earned it as OC 263 Sqn 
operating Whirlwind and Hurricane aircraft. Charles Bacon, Ferdinand Baraldi and David 
Fulford were three Cranwellian participants who received their flying training from the 
SFTS at RAF Cranwell. 

On 12 Group operations, Tim Vigors (222 Sqn) appears to have been the outstanding 
Cranwellian ‘ace’ with five successes during the Battle of Britain.  

Arguably a better known Cranwellian in 12 Group was Sir Douglas Bader who, as OC 242 
Sqn, famously advocated the ‘Big Wing’ Ops concept despite fierce opposition from 11 
Gp who, being closer to the enemy lines, could not assemble a comparable ‘Big Wing’ in 
time to repel the oncoming Luftwaffe forces; they opted for finger four formations attacking 
the enemy aircraft in pairs, a mode d’emploi which was to become SOP in ‘Rodeo’ fighter 
sweeps over France after the Battle of Britain had been won. Bader was attributed four 
successes (1½ x Do 17, 1 x Bf109, 1 x Bf110) in the Battle of Britain. It is postulated that 
he was shot down - some believe blue-on-blue - in 1941, captured by the Germans and 
enjoyed the hospitality of Colditz Castle till the end of the war. 

Having been posted from 1 Sqn to 242 Sqn on 21 September, Michael Homer was shot 
down and killed on 27 September when his Hurricane aircraft P2967 crashed into a wood 
near Sittingbourne. 
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