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A40 Entry Graduated July 1940

SURNAME INITS
DAVEY JAJ
ELKINGTON JFD
FULFORD D
TOMLINSON PA
WATLING WC
WATSON AR

Fewest of the Few Supplement



Davey, John Arthur Joseph (A40 War Entry, not S39) 

Davey was born in Leamington and joined the RAF as an apprentice in August 1936  
(569676) passing out in July 1939. 
Awarded a scholarship to RAF College 
Cranwell, he began the course which 
was abruptly suspended when war 
broke out and he remustered as a u/t 
Airman.  

Some record that he actually entered 
t he RAF Co l l ege C ranwe l l i n 
September 1939 as a Flight Cadet, but 
College records show him having 
undertaken a shortened course of 
Officer training on A40 Entry, which 
graduated on 20 July 1940. There are 
no records of an S39 Entry and it is 
speculated that the scheduled S39 
course was terminated before it managed to start at the outbreak of war. 

He did carry out his elementary flying training at 9 EFTS Ansty from October 1939 to April 
1940, when most historians concur he went to Cranwell for intermediate and advanced 
training. On 14 July, Davey was granted a permanent commission and he joined 1 
Squadron at Tangmere on the 15th.  

Davey was attached to the Northolt Sector Training Flight, made his first flight in a 
Hurricane on 19 July and did not make his first operational sortie with 1 Squadron until the 
26th. On the 31st, he shared a Do 17. 

Shot down by Bf 110s on 11 August, Davey was killed when he crashed in Hurricane 
P3172, attempting a forced-landing on Sandown Golf Course. 

Davey was 20. He is buried in Sundown Cemetery, Isle of White. 
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Not strictly part of 11 Gp, but based at RAF Tangmere, the Fighter Interception Unit was 
formed and commanded by Peter Chamberlain, following his pioneering development work 
on air interception radar. Henry Eeles is also unique in that he is one Cranwellian who 
declined the offer of the Battle of Britain Clasp, despite having earned it as OC 263 Sqn 
operating Whirlwind and Hurricane aircraft. Charles Bacon, Ferdinand Baraldi and David 
Fulford were three Cranwellian participants who received their flying training from the 
SFTS at RAF Cranwell. 

On 12 Group operations, Tim Vigors (222 Sqn) appears to have been the outstanding 
Cranwellian ‘ace’ with five successes during the Battle of Britain.  

Arguably a better known Cranwellian in 12 Group was Sir Douglas Bader who, as OC 242 
Sqn, famously advocated the ‘Big Wing’ Ops concept despite fierce opposition from 11 
Gp who, being closer to the enemy lines, could not assemble a comparable ‘Big Wing’ in 
time to repel the oncoming Luftwaffe forces; they opted for finger four formations attacking 
the enemy aircraft in pairs, a mode d’emploi which was to become SOP in ‘Rodeo’ fighter 
sweeps over France after the Battle of Britain had been won. Bader was attributed four 
successes (1½ x Do 17, 1 x Bf109, 1 x Bf110) in the Battle of Britain. It is postulated that 
he was shot down - some believe blue-on-blue - in 1941, captured by the Germans and 
enjoyed the hospitality of Colditz Castle till the end of the war. 

Having been posted from 1 Sqn to 242 Sqn on 21 September, Michael Homer was shot 
down and killed on 27 September when his Hurricane aircraft P2967 crashed into a wood 
near Sittingbourne. 
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Elkington John Francis Durham  
(A40 War Entry, not S39)  

Elkington was born on 23rd December 1920 in Warwickshire. He was educated at Old 
Ride Prep School, Bournemouth, Packwood Haugh Prep School, Hockley Heath and 
Bedford School. Some record that he entered the RAF College Cranwell in September 
1939 as a Flight Cadet, but College records show him having undertaken a shortened 
course of Officer training on A40 Entry, which graduated on 20 July 1940. There are no 
records of an S39 Entry and it is speculated that the scheduled S39 course was 
terminated before it managed to start at the outbreak of war. 

He did carry out his elementary flying training at 9 EFTS Ansty from October 1939 to April 
1940, when most historians concur he went to Cranwell for intermediate and advanced 
training. Archived records at the RAF College show him on SFTS Course 9 (Squadron 1). 
On 14 July, Elkington was granted a permanent commission and the next day he joined 1 
Squadron at Northolt.  

On 15 August he shot down an Me 109. On the 16th, Elkington was in Flight Sergeant 
Berry's section when the squadron was ordered to patrol off Portsmouth. A large force of 
German aircraft was met and, in the ensuing engagement, Elkington's Hurricane P3137 
was hit by a cannon shell in the starboard fuel tank and burst into flames.  
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Honours and Awards 

Not entirely for their exploits during the Battle of Britain, two Cranwellians were honoured 
during WWII with a DSO and Bar - Sir Douglas Bader and FV Beamish - the DSO being 
the next highest award to the Victoria Cross that can be awarded to members of the RAF. 
A further 12 Cranwellians received the DSO.
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PB Moore  J Burraston.  RG Ash     RJ Cooper      AJ Holland     JO Slatter

JFD Elckington  BD Erskine.  PR Casement     MI Cox      HA Jenkins     D Fulford.    GN Dawson

JG Brown  PHH Pritchard  GJ Cornish     GN Gaunt      JD Crossman     JF Davis    NM Maynard



He baled out near the Nab light. Berry followed him and with his slipstream blew Elkington 
on to land at West Wittering. Elkington was taken to the Royal West Sussex Hospital at 
Chichester. His aircraft crashed and burned out at Manor Farm, Chidham.  

After sick leave Elkington rejoined 1 Squadron, then at Wittering, on 1 October 1940. He 
probably destroyed a Ju 88 on the 9th and shared in the destruction of a Do 215 on the 
27th.  

In mid-April 1941, Elkington was posted to 55 OTU at Usworth as an instructor. He joined 
601 Squadron in late May at Manston.  

In late July he joined 134 Squadron, then forming at Leconfield for service in Russia. The 
squadron embarked on HMS Argus on 12th August and, on 7 September, it flew off the 
carrier to the airfield at Vaenga, near Murmansk. During September and early October, 
134 Squadron took part in bomber escorts and airfield defence. In mid-October, it began 
training Russian pilots on Hurricanes, which were handed over at the end of the month. 
Whilst in Russia, Elkington shared in the destruction of a Ju 88. 

In mid-November 1941, the squadron pilots began the journey home, making their way in 
three minesweepers to Archangel, sailing from there in HMS Berwick on 1 December. 

134 Squadron reformed at Eglinton in January 1942. Elkington joined the MSFU at Speke 
in April, remaining with it until August, when he rejoined 1 Squadron at Acklington. He was 
posted to 539 Squadron there in September, a Turbinlite Havoc unit. When 539 Squadron 
was disbanded on 25th January 1943, Elkington was posted to the newly-formed 197 
Squadron at Drem, equipped with Typhoons.  

He received warning instructions for overseas in September 1943 and in December joined 
67 Squadron at Alipore, India. With his tour completed, Elkington went to the ADFU at 
Amarda Road in February 1944. He returned to the UK for a course at CFE Tangmere in 
May 1945 and went back to India in July. Elkington returned to the UK on 27 October 
1946.  

He had a long post-war career in the RAF and retired on 23 December 1975 as a Wing 
Commander. 

                                                               __________ 
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Fulford, David (A40 War Entry, not S39) 

Fulford was from Dinnington, Yorkshire, and was educated ay King Edward VII School, 
Sheffield. He had been accepted for a flight cadetship at the RAF College, but at the 
outbreak of war the scheme was suspended and Fulford became an Airman u/t Pilot in the 
RAFVR in October 1939 (905533). (College records show him having undertaken a 
shortened course of Officer training on A40 Entry, which graduated on 20 July 1940.) 

He did carry out his elementary flying training at 9 EFTS Ansty from October 1939 to April 
1940, when most historians concur he went to Cranwell for intermediate and advanced 
training. Archived records at the RAF College show him on SFTS Course 9 (Squadron 1). 
He passed out as a Sergeant-Pilot, instead of receiving a permanent commission, as he 
may well have done if his cadetship had fully materialised and his officer training been 
completed. 

In August 1940, Fulford joined 64 Squadron at Leconfield and flew his first operational 
sortie on 6 September. He moved to 19 Squadron at Fowlmere on 25 September. He 
shared a Bf 110 on 15 November and shared a Bf 109 on the 28th. 

Commissioned in March 1941, Fulford was posted to 118 Squadron at Ibsley. On 17 July, 
Fulford obtained a probable Bf 109 and he destroyed Bf 109s on 6 August and 13 October. 
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13 Group controlled RAF squadrons deployed in the Midlands. The acknowledged 
Cranwellian ‘ace’ was Jimmie Elsdon (72 Sqn), with six successes. Two Cranwellians 
(Noel Benson and Basil Way) lost their lives on Ops with 13 Group. 

Miles Miley joined 25 Sqn at Hawkinge. He was still with the squadron in early July 1940, 
but was attached to the Air Fighting Development Unit at Northolt on 15 August. In the 
early evening of 15 September, Miley was flying as a passenger in Beaufighter R2067 
from North Weald, with Fg Off HMS Lambert as pilot and LAC JP Wyatt as crew. The 
aircraft crashed near Kenley aerodrome at 1820 and all three men on board were killed. It 
has never been established whether the crash was an accident or the result of enemy 
action. On that day, Feldwebel Neuhoff of JG53 claimed a Blenheim destroyed, but none 
was reported lost on the 15th. It is possible that he may have mistaken the Beaufighter for 
a Blenheim, if indeed he did shoot it down. Miley was buried in St Andrew's churchyard, 
North Weald, Essex. 

On 3 July, Basil Way shared a Do17; on 8 July he claimed a Me109 destroyed and shared 
another; on 24 July two probable Me109’s; on the 25 July another Me109 destroyed. 
Immediately after this victory, he was shot down and killed, crashing into the Channel in 
his Spitfire R6707.  

Of the Cranwellians serving in 13 Group, all were flight cadets except Temlett who, despite 
starting his training at the RAF College, transferred to the RAFVR when the College closed 
down at the outbreak of WW2. 
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Battle of Britain - 12 Group Participants

19

HW Charnock

PI 
Howard-Williams

66

HF Burton

RHA Leigh

73

MWS Robinson

JWC More

242

MG Homer

DRS Bader

GF 
Powell-Sheddon

222

TA Vigors

23

GFW Heycock

RMBD 
Duke-Wooley

LC Bicknell

 
Not strictly part of 11 Gp, but based at RAF Tangmere, the Fighter Interception Unit was 
formed and commanded by Peter Chamberlain, following his pioneering development work 
on air interception radar. Henry Eeles is also unique in that he is one Cranwellian who 
declined the offer of the Battle of Britain Clasp, despite having earned it as OC 263 Sqn 
operating Whirlwind and Hurricane aircraft. Charles Bacon, Ferdinand Baraldi and David 
Fulford were three Cranwellian participants who received their flying training from the 
SFTS at RAF Cranwell. 

On 12 Group operations, Tim Vigors (222 Sqn) appears to have been the outstanding 
Cranwellian ‘ace’ with five successes during the Battle of Britain.  

Arguably a better known Cranwellian in 12 Group was Sir Douglas Bader who, as OC 242 
Sqn, famously advocated the ‘Big Wing’ Ops concept despite fierce opposition from 11 
Gp who, being closer to the enemy lines, could not assemble a comparable ‘Big Wing’ in 
time to repel the oncoming Luftwaffe forces; they opted for finger four formations attacking 
the enemy aircraft in pairs, a mode d’emploi which was to become SOP in ‘Rodeo’ fighter 
sweeps over France after the Battle of Britain had been won. Bader was attributed four 
successes (1½ x Do 17, 1 x Bf109, 1 x Bf110) in the Battle of Britain. It is postulated that 
he was shot down - some believe blue-on-blue - in 1941, captured by the Germans and 
enjoyed the hospitality of Colditz Castle till the end of the war. 

Having been posted from 1 Sqn to 242 Sqn on 21 September, Michael Homer was shot 
down and killed on 27 September when his Hurricane aircraft P2967 crashed into a wood 
near Sittingbourne. 

Page  of 14 32

 
Not strictly part of 11 Gp, but based at RAF Tangmere, the Fighter Interception Unit was 
formed and commanded by Peter Chamberlain, following his pioneering development work 
on air interception radar. Henry Eeles is also unique in that he is one Cranwellian who 
declined the offer of the Battle of Britain Clasp, despite having earned it as OC 263 Sqn 
operating Whirlwind and Hurricane aircraft. Charles Bacon, Ferdinand Baraldi and David 
Fulford were three Cranwellian participants who received their flying training from the 
SFTS at RAF Cranwell. 

On 12 Group operations, Tim Vigors (222 Sqn) appears to have been the outstanding 
Cranwellian ‘ace’ with five successes during the Battle of Britain.  

Arguably a better known Cranwellian in 12 Group was Sir Douglas Bader who, as OC 242 
Sqn, famously advocated the ‘Big Wing’ Ops concept despite fierce opposition from 11 
Gp who, being closer to the enemy lines, could not assemble a comparable ‘Big Wing’ in 
time to repel the oncoming Luftwaffe forces; they opted for finger four formations attacking 
the enemy aircraft in pairs, a mode d’emploi which was to become SOP in ‘Rodeo’ fighter 
sweeps over France after the Battle of Britain had been won. Bader was attributed four 
successes (1½ x Do 17, 1 x Bf109, 1 x Bf110) in the Battle of Britain. It is postulated that 
he was shot down - some believe blue-on-blue - in 1941, captured by the Germans and 
enjoyed the hospitality of Colditz Castle till the end of the war. 

Having been posted from 1 Sqn to 242 Sqn on 21 September, Michael Homer was shot 
down and killed on 27 September when his Hurricane aircraft P2967 crashed into a wood 
near Sittingbourne. 

Page  of 14 32

PB Moore  J Burraston.  RG Ash     RJ Cooper      AJ Holland     JO Slatter

JFD Elckington  BD Erskine.  PR Casement     MI Cox      HA Jenkins     D Fulford.    GN Dawson

JG Brown  PHH Pritchard  GJ Cornish     GN Gaunt      JD Crossman     JF Davis    NM Maynard



He was awarded the DFC (gazetted 4 November 1941). When 118 Squadron took part in 
the film First of the Few, Fulford appeared as himself, with other Battle of Britain pilots.  

In early 1942, he was posted to 261 Squadron in Ceylon, as a Flight Commander. He was 
in action against the Japanese on 9 April, when they launched their big carrier-borne air 
attack on Columbo. Fulford shot down two Zeros in the ensuing action. 

Posted back to the UK in June 1942, he joined 611 Squadron at Redhill, as a Flying 
Officer. He was killed on 2 November 1942, when his Spitfire was shot down by Fw 190s 
over le Touquet. 

Fulford is remembered on the Runnymede Memorial, panel 67. A plaque in his memory 
was unveiled at King Edward VII School on 10 November 2000. 
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Tomlinson, Paul Anthony (A40 War Entry, not S39)  

Tomlinson was born on 3rd November 1921 and was educated at Tonbridge School.  

Some record that he entered the RAF College Cranwell in September 1939 as a Flight 
Cadet, but College records show 
h i m h a v i n g u n d e r t a k e n a 
shortened course of Officer 
training on A40 Entry, which 
graduated on 20 July 1940. There 
are no records of an S39 Entry 
and it is speculated that the 
scheduled S39 course was 
terminated before it managed to 
start at the outbreak of war. 

He did carry out his elementary 
flying training at 9 EFTS Ansty 
from October 1939 to 10 April 
1940, when most historians 
concur he went to Cranwell for 
intermediate and advanced 
training. On completion he was granted a permanent commission on 21 July. 

Tomlinson appears to have gone to No 2 School of Army Co-operation, Andover on 21 July 
but then arrived at Aston Down on 28 July. He joined 29 Squadron at Digby from 5 OTU on 
20 August. Two days later, during an RDF trial flight, his Blenheim was struck by lightning. 
Tomlinson and his gunner were unhurt and returned safely. 

He retired from the RAF on 31 March 1945 as a Flight Lieutenant, retaining the rank of 
Squadron Leader. 

He is honoured on a plaque at Tonbridge School, unveiled on 26 November 2003.                                                                
                                                               __________ 
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Our research has been unable to verify some of the squadron movements and 
(re)deployments, but we have established the contribution made by Cranwellians in 11 
squadrons (56, 151, 249, 253, 264, 312, 601, 603 605, 615 and 616 Sqns) which were 
deployed across Fighter Command during the Battle of Britain. 

Of the ‘Pan-Group’ airmen shown below, all were flight cadets except for Percival Ross-
Frames Burton and Geoffrey Page, both of whom underwent flying training at the SFTS 
Cranwell.

Richard Barclay (249 Sqn) was an ‘ace’, destroying five Luftwaffe aircraft. 

FV Beamish is one of the famous Beamish brothers and entered the College with a 
Wakefield Scholarship. He was a very “hands-on” station commander of RAF North Weald, 
flying regularly with his resident squadrons (56, 151, 249 and 257 when in 11 Group). We 
have been only able to verify (but have no reason to dispute) four of his claims of 10 
enemy aircraft destroyed. Following the award of an AFC before the war, he was 
mentioned in despatches in February 1940, appointed a companion of the DSO in July 
1940, awarded a DFC in November 1940 and a bar to the DSO in September 1941, and 
finally was mentioned in despatches again in January 1942. As an Acting Wg Cdr, he was 
killed in action in March 1942.

Of others from these “Pan-Group” Squadrons, three pilots lost their lives in 11 Group 
operations - Percival Burton, Noel Benson and Peter Crofts.
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Watling, William Charles   
(A40 War Entry, not S39)  

Watling was born in Middlesborough on 22nd February 1920, but his family later settled in 
Guernsey and he attended Elizabeth College there from 1936 to 1939. He excelled at 
Athletics.  

Some record that he entered the RAF College Cranwell in September 1939 as a Flight 
Cadet, but College records show 
him having undertaken a shortened 
course of Officer training on A40 
Entry, which graduated on 20 July 
1940. There are no records of an 
S39 Entry and it is speculated that 
the scheduled S39 course was 
terminated before it managed to 
start at the outbreak of war. 

He did carry out his elementary 
flying training at 9 EFTS Ansty from 
October 1939 to 10 April 1940, when 
most historians concur he went to 
Cranwell for intermediate and 
advanced training. After completing 
his flying training on SFTS Course 9 
at Cranwell, he graduated with a permanent commission on 14th July 1940. 

He joined 92 Squadron at Pembrey on the 20 August 1940. He was then posted straight to 
5 OTU Aston Down to convert to Spitfires and did not return to 92 till 2 August. 

He claimed a share in the destruction of a Ju88 on 13/14 August. He was shot down in 
combat with enemy aircraft over East Guldeford near Rye on 9 September in Spitfire 
P9372 and baled out, badly burned on face and hands.   

Returning to flying after recovering from his burns, Watling probably destroyed a Me109 on 
2 November and damaged another on 1 December.  

He was killed on 7th February 1941, still with 92. Two Spitfires, including Watling in R6924, 
took off from Manston in the morning for a weather test. Visibility was extremely bad and 
his aircraft flew into high ground near Deal. Watling was 20 years old and is buried in St. 
Mary Cray Cemetery, Orpington, Kent. 
                                                               __________ 
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Cranwellian Participants 

90 Flight cadets, 17 SFTS trainees and a transferee to the RAFVR, as far as our records 
show, each played their part in the Battle of Britain. Here we summarise their efforts by 
squadron; a more detailed breakdown is available in our booklet, Battle of Britain. 

Of the Cranwellians that served in squadrons within 10 Group (SW England), Charles 
Davis (8 with 238 Sqn), Brian Kingcome (7 with 92 Sqn), Harold Atkinson (6 with 213 Sqn), 
Allan Wright (6 also with 92 Sqn) and Eric Marrs (5 with 152 Sqn) are accredited 
‘aces’ (i.e. five or more ‘kills’) with the greatest number of successes. John Dewar (87 and 
213 Sqns), Peter Drew (236 Sqn), Richard Hogg (152 Sqn), John Jones (152 Sqn), 
Douglas Shepley (152 Sqn) who lost his brother at Dunkirk, and Kenneth Wordsell (219 
Sqn) all paid the ultimate sacrifice. 

By far the greatest number of Cranwellians involved in the Battle of Britain operated on 
squadrons within 11 Group (SE England). The ‘aces’ were Aeneas MacDonnell (8½ 
‘successes’ with 64 Sqn), Peter Townsend (8 with 85 Sqn), Henry Hogan (6 with 501 Sqn) 
and John Badger (5 with). Those who lost their lives on Ops within 11 Group were 
Christopher Andreae (64 Sqn), John Badger (43 Sqn), Charles Bacon (610 Sqn), John 
Chomley (257 Sqn), Philip Cox (501 Sqn), John Davey (1 Sqn), Ian Donald (141 Sqn), 
Geoffrey Gaunt (609 Sqn), Hilary Hood (41 Sqn), Noel Hall (257 Sqn), David Hanson (17 
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(25 Sqn), Henry Sawyer (65 Sqn) and Rodney Wilkinson (266 Sqn).  
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Douglas Shepley (152 Sqn) who lost his brother at Dunkirk, and Kenneth Wordsell (219 
Sqn) all paid the ultimate sacrifice. 
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‘successes’ with 64 Sqn), Peter Townsend (8 with 85 Sqn), Henry Hogan (6 with 501 Sqn) 
and John Badger (5 with). Those who lost their lives on Ops within 11 Group were 
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Watson, Arthur  Roy (A40 War Entry, not S39)  

Watson, from Nottingham, was educated at the High School there. He entered RAF 
College Cranwell in September 1939 as a Flight Cadet. The scheme was suspended after 
the outbreak of war and Watson enlisted in the RAFVR in October 1939 as an Airman u/t 
Pilot at SFTS Cranwell on Course 9. 

Some record that he entered the RAF College Cranwell in September 1939 as a Flight 
Cadet, but College records show 
h im hav ing under taken a 
shortened course of Officer 
training on A40 Entry, which 
graduated on 20 July 1940. 
There are no records of an S39 
Entry and it is speculated that 
the scheduled S39 course was 
terminated before it managed to 
start at the outbreak of war. 

He did carry out his elementary 
flying training at 9 EFTS Ansty 
from October 1939 to 10 April 
1940, when most historians 
concur he went to Cranwell for 
intermediate and advanced 
training. After completing his 
flying training on SFTS Course 9 
at Cranwell, he graduated with a permanent commission on 14th July 1940. 

On 15 September, Watson claimed an He 111 destroyed and, on the 27th, a Ju 88 and an 
Me 110. He may have been shot down in this engagement and wounded. He went on sick 
leave and did not fly operationally again till October 1940. 

He was shot down in combat with Me 109's on 28 November 1940 and baled out, but fell 
dead after his parachute failed to open. His Spitfire, R6597, crashed near Wareham.  

The diary of Pilot Officer Dennis Fox-Male contains a disturbing account of Watson's loss: 

“.....his number 2, Doc, was gliding out of formation with some glycol streaming 
from his tank. Boy turned on his back and followed the 109 down. Soon we heard 
him say that he had shot the enemy plane down into the sea. The squadron re-
grouped and soon we were ordered to return to Warmwell and land. 

It was a shock to learn from one of the pilots that Doc had bailed out but his 
parachute had failed to open properly and he was killed when he hit the ground. 
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It was a custom in the squadron if you landed safely by parachute to give the 
Corporal in charge of the parachute packing section the princely sum (in those 
days) of ten shillings. Our corporal, although he looked rather gormless, had a 
good reputation and was extremely conscientious. We all admired and thanked 
him.  

He was terribly upset at Doc Watson’s failure to open his parachute and of course 
there was an enquiry. I have read in a book and in Boy’s mess diary that he 
bungled the opening ,but from discussions in the squadron, after the investigation, I 
do not think that this was accurate. 

We were always instructed to check our parachutes first thing every day. The vital 
thing was to undo the 'poppers' over the flap which covered and protected the pin 
in the back of the parachute. When the rip cord was pulled it jerked the pin out of 
its metal holder and the parachute unfolded. It was essential to make sure that the 
pin was straight and not bent. 

I was told that Doc’s pin was found to be bent right back - as far as you can bend 
your index finger - and in trying to pull the bent pin out he had in the end ripped the 
whole patch out - too late for the parachute to open.” 
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