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A39 Entry Graduated March 1940
SURNAME INITS
CHOMLEY JAG
DAVIS CT
HERRICK MJ
HOWARD-WILLIAMS PI
LECKY JG
MARRS ES
ROTHWELL JH

Fewest of the Few Supplement






Chomley, John Allison George (A39 Entry)  

Chomley, who was born on 6 June 1920 in Southern Rhodesia, entered the RAF College 
on 27 April 1939, as a Flight Cadet. As he had not completed his course by the time war 
broke out, he was enlisted in the RAFVR on 7 September 1939, as and Airman u/t pilot 
(581693). RAF College records show he passed out as a Sergeant pilot on 6 March 1940 
and was not offered a permanent commission, but after further flying training, he was 
commissioned in the RAFVR on 8 June. 

On 8 June, he arrived at 6 OTU, Sutton Bridge and, after converting to Hurricanes, he 
joined 257 Squadron at Northolt on 7 July. He crashed on landing at Hendon on the 23rd, 
in Hurricane P3641, but was unhurt. 

Chomley was reported ‘Missing’ after a combat with enemy aircraft off Portsmouth on 12 
August 1940. His Hurricane is believed to have crashed into the sea. 

He was 20 and his name is on the Runnymede Memorial, panel 7. 

                                                                         __________
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Not strictly part of 11 Gp, but based at RAF Tangmere, the Fighter Interception Unit was 
formed and commanded by Peter Chamberlain, following his pioneering development work 
on air interception radar. Henry Eeles is also unique in that he is one Cranwellian who 
declined the offer of the Battle of Britain Clasp, despite having earned it as OC 263 Sqn 
operating Whirlwind and Hurricane aircraft. Charles Bacon, Ferdinand Baraldi and David 
Fulford were three Cranwellian participants who received their flying training from the 
SFTS at RAF Cranwell. 

On 12 Group operations, Tim Vigors (222 Sqn) appears to have been the outstanding 
Cranwellian ‘ace’ with five successes during the Battle of Britain.  

Arguably a better known Cranwellian in 12 Group was Sir Douglas Bader who, as OC 242 
Sqn, famously advocated the ‘Big Wing’ Ops concept despite fierce opposition from 11 
Gp who, being closer to the enemy lines, could not assemble a comparable ‘Big Wing’ in 
time to repel the oncoming Luftwaffe forces; they opted for finger four formations attacking 
the enemy aircraft in pairs, a mode d’emploi which was to become SOP in ‘Rodeo’ fighter 
sweeps over France after the Battle of Britain had been won. Bader was attributed four 
successes (1½ x Do 17, 1 x Bf109, 1 x Bf110) in the Battle of Britain. It is postulated that 
he was shot down - some believe blue-on-blue - in 1941, captured by the Germans and 
enjoyed the hospitality of Colditz Castle till the end of the war. 

Having been posted from 1 Sqn to 242 Sqn on 21 September, Michael Homer was shot 
down and killed on 27 September when his Hurricane aircraft P2967 crashed into a wood 
near Sittingbourne. 
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Davis, Charles Trevor (A39 Entry, B Squadron)  

Davis was born in Cardiff and educated at Whitby County School (although the CWGC has 
his parents being of Grindleford, Derbyshire and his name is on the war memorial there). 

He entered the RAF College on 27 April 1939 as a Flight Cadet. The advent of war caused 
the course to be shortened, but he was selected to complete his flying training with Course 
6 of the newly formed SFTS at Cranwell and, on its completion in May 1940, Davis was 
granted a permanent commission. 

He joined 238 Squadron in June 1940.  

On 13 July, Davis shared in the destruction of two Me 110's and a Do 17, on the 20th he 
shared an Me 109, on the 21st shared an Me 110 and a Do 17 and on the 27th destroyed 
a Ju 87. He claimed an Me 110 destroyed on 8 August, two Me 110's on the 13th, 
damaged a Ju 88 on 12 September, probably destroyed an He 111 on the 15th and 
damaged a Ju 88 on the 21st.  

He was awarded the DFC (gazetted 25th October 1940).  

Davis was killed on 26 March 1941 when he flew into a hill coming down through cloud 
near Winchester. He was 20 years old. 

He was cremated at St John's Crematorium, Woking, Surrey. 
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Cranwellian Participants 

90 Flight cadets, 17 SFTS trainees and a transferee to the RAFVR, as far as our records 
show, each played their part in the Battle of Britain. Here we summarise their efforts by 
squadron; a more detailed breakdown is available in our booklet, Battle of Britain. 

Of the Cranwellians that served in squadrons within 10 Group (SW England), those 
accredited ‘aces’ (i.e. five or more ‘kills’) and the greatest number of successes were 
Charles Davis (8 with 238 Sqn), Brian Kingcome (7 with 92 Sqn), Harold Atkinson (6 with 
213 Sqn), Allan Wright (6 also with 92 Sqn) and Eric Marrs (5 with 152 Sqn). John Dewar 
(87 and 213 Sqns), Peter Drew (236 Sqn), Richard Hogg (152 Sqn), John Jones (152 
Sqn), Douglas Shepley (152 Sqn) who lost his brother at Dunkirk, and Kenneth Wordsell 
(219 Sqn) all paid the ultimate sacrifice. 

By far the greatest number of Cranwellians involved in the Battle of Britain operated on 
squadrons within 11 Group (SE England). The ‘aces’ were Aeneas MacDonnell (8½ 
‘successes’ with 64 Sqn), Peter Townsend (8 with 85 Sqn), Henry Hogan (6 with 501 Sqn) 
and John Badger (5 with 43 Sqn). Those who lost their lives on Ops within 11 Group were 
Christopher Andreae (64 Sqn), John Badger (43 Sqn), Charles Bacon (610 Sqn), John 
Chomley (257 Sqn), Philip Cox (501 Sqn), John Davey (1 Sqn), Ian Donald (141 Sqn), 
Geoffrey Gaunt (609 Sqn), Hilary Hood (41 Sqn), Noel Hall (257 Sqn), David Hanson (17 
Sqn), John Lecky (41 Sqn), Richard Lee (85 Sqn), John McKenzie (111 Sqn), Miles Miley 
(25 Sqn), Henry Sawyer (65 Sqn) and Rodney Wilkinson (266 Sqn).  
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Battle of Britain - 10 Group Participants
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Not strictly part of 11 Gp, but based at RAF Tangmere, the Fighter Interception Unit was 
formed and commanded by Peter Chamberlain, following his pioneering development work 
on air interception radar. Henry Eeles is also unique in that he is one Cranwellian who 
declined the offer of the Battle of Britain Clasp, despite having earned it as OC 263 Sqn 
operating Whirlwind and Hurricane aircraft. Charles Bacon, Ferdinand Baraldi and David 
Fulford were three Cranwellian participants who received their flying training from the 
SFTS at RAF Cranwell. 

On 12 Group operations, Tim Vigors (222 Sqn) appears to have been the outstanding 
Cranwellian ‘ace’ with five successes during the Battle of Britain.  

Arguably a better known Cranwellian in 12 Group was Sir Douglas Bader who, as OC 242 
Sqn, famously advocated the ‘Big Wing’ Ops concept despite fierce opposition from 11 
Gp who, being closer to the enemy lines, could not assemble a comparable ‘Big Wing’ in 
time to repel the oncoming Luftwaffe forces; they opted for finger four formations attacking 
the enemy aircraft in pairs, a mode d’emploi which was to become SOP in ‘Rodeo’ fighter 
sweeps over France after the Battle of Britain had been won. Bader was attributed four 
successes (1½ x Do 17, 1 x Bf109, 1 x Bf110) in the Battle of Britain. It is postulated that 
he was shot down - some believe blue-on-blue - in 1941, captured by the Germans and 
enjoyed the hospitality of Colditz Castle till the end of the war. 

Having been posted from 1 Sqn to 242 Sqn on 21 September, Michael Homer was shot 
down and killed on 27 September when his Hurricane aircraft P2967 crashed into a wood 
near Sittingbourne. 
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Herrick, Michael James (A39 Entry)  

Herrick was born in Hastings, New Zealand on 5 May 1921 and educated at Wanganui 
Collegiate School. While there, he obtained his 'A' Flying Licence at the Hawke's Bay and 
East Coast Aero Club at Hastings. In late 1938, Herrick successfully applied for a 
cadetship at Cranwell. He sailed for the UK on the RMS Rangitiki on 9 March 1939.  

He began the course on 27 April, but with the outbreak of war a normally two year course 
was condensed to 10 months, and he was granted a permanent commission on 7 March 
1940. Ten days later he joined 25 Squadron at North Weald.  

Early on 5 September, Herrick, flying with Sergeant JS Pugh as his gunner, destroyed two 
He 111's, the second breaking up after a burst at less than thirty yards. Early on the 14th, 
Herrick destroyed another and he was awarded the DFC (gazetted 24th September 1940).  

He may have destroyed another enemy aircraft in December 1940. He damaged a Ju 88 
at night on 9 May 1941 and destroyed another on 22nd June.  

Herrick was posted from 25 Squadron in October 1941 and arrived back in New Zealand 
on 23 December, on attachment to the RNZAF. On 10 January 1942 ,he went to 2 FTS 
Woodbourne as an instructor, moved to 3 FTS Ohakea in March and on 25 June was 
posted to 15 Squadron at Whenuapai as a Flight Commander. It had no aircraft, its 
promised Kittyhawks having been diverted to the Middle East.  

In early October, the squadron was posted to Tonga and took over P-40s and equipment of 
the 68th Pursuit Squadron, USAAF at Fuamotu. The squadron moved to Santo in 
February 1943 and then to Fiji on 20 March. Five days later the CO was killed and Herrick 
took command.  

He destroyed a Rufe on 6 May. On 26 May, 15 Squadron flew to Guadalcanal and began 
operations. Herrick destroyed a Zero fighter on 7 June, shared a Val dive bomber, 
damaged another on 1 October and shared a Zeke fighter on 27 October.  

His attachment finished, Herrick sailed from Auckland on 14 January 1944, in charge of 
300 aircrew trainees bound for Canada. He left them at Edmonton and continued to the 
UK. He was awarded a Bar to the DFC (gazetted 10th February 1944).  

Herrick joined 302 Squadron at Lasham as 'B' Flight Commander. A Polish fighter-bomber 
unit equipped with Mosquitos, the squadron was then carrying out mostly night operations 
but in May 1944 it began 'Day Rangers', which were operations flown as free-lance 
intrusions over enemy territory, with the primary aim of wearing out the enemy fighter 
force.  

On 16 June, Herrick took off on his first such operation in Mosquito FB VI NS913. He flew 
in company with Wing Commander JRD Braham. They separated at the Jutland coast and 
Herrick went towards Aalborg airfield. He was intercepted and shot down by Lieutenant. 
Spreckels of JG1. Herrick and his navigator, F/O AM Turski, baled out but were too low.  
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Herrick fell into the sea. His body was washed up on 4 July and buried two days later in 
the Military Cemetery at Fredrikshavn. Nine days later Spreckels shot down Braham, who 
was captured. 

Herrick was posthumously awarded the US Air Medal in July 1944 and it was presented to 
his parents in Wellington on 14th June 1945. Herrick was one of five brothers serving with 
Allied forces, three of whom were killed. Brian Henry Herrick, also a Battle of Britain Clasp 
holder, was lost on 24 November 1940. Dennis Herrick died on the 30 June 1941 after 
being brought down into the sea on the 26 June flying a Blenheim on an anti-shipping 
strike off Brest. 

                                                                         __________
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Howard-Williams, Peter Ian (A39 Entry, C Squadron)  

Howard-Williams was born in Cowes, on the Isle of Wight, 27 December 1919. He entered 
Cranwell in April 1939 and graduated from a shortened course on 6 March 1940.  

He joined 19 Squadron at Duxford in 1940 where he remained throughout the Battle of 
Britain.  

He was posted to 610 Squadron in early 1941 and later went on to 118 Squadron at Ibsley. 
He was awarded the DFC in 1941 and appeared briefly as himself in the 1941 film "The 
First of the Few".  

He was made Flight Commander early in 1942 and claimed a BF 109 destroyed on 2 
February 1942.  

Howard-Williams retired from the RAF in 1958 as a Squadron Leader, 
retaining the rank of Wing Commander. The photograph reproduced 
here shows him beside his Spitfire after it had been hit with German 
Cannon Shell after a ‘Dog-Fight’ with the Luftwaffe in 1942, in which 
he lost all controls and was fortunate to land alive. 

After the war, he remained in the RAF and retired with the rank of Wing Commander in 
June 1958. 

Howard-Williams died in March 1993 following a long illness. 

Howard-Williams, with other Cranwellians, featured as him self in the film First of the 
Few, a public tribute to ‘The Few’. 

                                                                         __________
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13 Group controlled RAF squadrons deployed in the Midlands. The acknowledged 
Cranwellian ‘ace’ was Jimmie Elsdon (72 Sqn), with six successes. Two Cranwellians 
(Noel Benson and Basil Way) lost their lives on Ops with 13 Group. 

Miles Miley joined 25 Sqn at Hawkinge. He was still with the squadron in early July 1940, 
but was attached to the Air Fighting Development Unit at Northolt on 15 August. In the 
early evening of 15 September, Miley was flying as a passenger in Beaufighter R2067 
from North Weald, with Fg Off HMS Lambert as pilot and LAC JP Wyatt as crew. The 
aircraft crashed near Kenley aerodrome at 1820 and all three men on board were killed. It 
has never been established whether the crash was an accident or the result of enemy 
action. On that day, Feldwebel Neuhoff of JG53 claimed a Blenheim destroyed, but none 
was reported lost on the 15th. It is possible that he may have mistaken the Beaufighter for 
a Blenheim, if indeed he did shoot it down. Miley was buried in St Andrew's churchyard, 
North Weald, Essex. 

On 3 July, Basil Way shared a Do17; on 8 July he claimed a Me109 destroyed and shared 
another; on 24 July two probable Me109’s; on the 25 July another Me109 destroyed. 
Immediately after this victory, he was shot down and killed, crashing into the Channel in 
his Spitfire R6707.  

Of the Cranwellians serving in 13 Group, all were flight cadets except Temlett who, despite 
starting his training at the RAF College, transferred to the RAFVR when the College closed 
down at the outbreak of WW2. 
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Not strictly part of 11 Gp, but based at RAF Tangmere, the Fighter Interception Unit was 
formed and commanded by Peter Chamberlain, following his pioneering development work 
on air interception radar. Henry Eeles is also unique in that he is one Cranwellian who 
declined the offer of the Battle of Britain Clasp, despite having earned it as OC 263 Sqn 
operating Whirlwind and Hurricane aircraft. Charles Bacon, Ferdinand Baraldi and David 
Fulford were three Cranwellian participants who received their flying training from the 
SFTS at RAF Cranwell. 

On 12 Group operations, Tim Vigors (222 Sqn) appears to have been the outstanding 
Cranwellian ‘ace’ with five successes during the Battle of Britain.  

Arguably a better known Cranwellian in 12 Group was Sir Douglas Bader who, as OC 242 
Sqn, famously advocated the ‘Big Wing’ Ops concept despite fierce opposition from 11 
Gp who, being closer to the enemy lines, could not assemble a comparable ‘Big Wing’ in 
time to repel the oncoming Luftwaffe forces; they opted for finger four formations attacking 
the enemy aircraft in pairs, a mode d’emploi which was to become SOP in ‘Rodeo’ fighter 
sweeps over France after the Battle of Britain had been won. Bader was attributed four 
successes (1½ x Do 17, 1 x Bf109, 1 x Bf110) in the Battle of Britain. It is postulated that 
he was shot down - some believe blue-on-blue - in 1941, captured by the Germans and 
enjoyed the hospitality of Colditz Castle till the end of the war. 

Having been posted from 1 Sqn to 242 Sqn on 21 September, Michael Homer was shot 
down and killed on 27 September when his Hurricane aircraft P2967 crashed into a wood 
near Sittingbourne. 
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Lecky, John Gage ( A39)  

Lecky was born in Yokohama, Japan where his father was Language Officer at the British 
Embassy. He was educated at Highfield Preparatory School, Liphook and Wrekin College, 
Shropshire. Lecky entered the College in April 1939 as a Flight Cadet. The normal course 
was shortened because of the war and he was commissioned in March 1940. 

His first posting was to an army co-operation squadron and he then joined 610 Squadron 
at Biggin Hill in August. Lecky moved to 41 Squadron at Hornchurch on 2 October 1940. 

Nine days later on the 11th, he was shot down in combat with Me 109's and, although he 
baled out, he was killed. His Spitfire, P9447, crashed at Preston Hall, Maidstone. 

Lecky was 19. He is buried in All Saints' churchyard, Tilford, Surrey. 

                                                                         __________
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Not strictly part of 11 Gp, but based at RAF Tangmere, the Fighter Interception Unit was 
formed and commanded by Peter Chamberlain, following his pioneering development work 
on air interception radar. Henry Eeles is also unique in that he is one Cranwellian who 
declined the offer of the Battle of Britain Clasp, despite having earned it as OC 263 Sqn 
operating Whirlwind and Hurricane aircraft. Charles Bacon, Ferdinand Baraldi and David 
Fulford were three Cranwellian participants who received their flying training from the 
SFTS at RAF Cranwell. 

On 12 Group operations, Tim Vigors (222 Sqn) appears to have been the outstanding 
Cranwellian ‘ace’ with five successes during the Battle of Britain.  

Arguably a better known Cranwellian in 12 Group was Sir Douglas Bader who, as OC 242 
Sqn, famously advocated the ‘Big Wing’ Ops concept despite fierce opposition from 11 
Gp who, being closer to the enemy lines, could not assemble a comparable ‘Big Wing’ in 
time to repel the oncoming Luftwaffe forces; they opted for finger four formations attacking 
the enemy aircraft in pairs, a mode d’emploi which was to become SOP in ‘Rodeo’ fighter 
sweeps over France after the Battle of Britain had been won. Bader was attributed four 
successes (1½ x Do 17, 1 x Bf109, 1 x Bf110) in the Battle of Britain. It is postulated that 
he was shot down - some believe blue-on-blue - in 1941, captured by the Germans and 
enjoyed the hospitality of Colditz Castle till the end of the war. 

Having been posted from 1 Sqn to 242 Sqn on 21 September, Michael Homer was shot 
down and killed on 27 September when his Hurricane aircraft P2967 crashed into a wood 
near Sittingbourne. 

Page  of 14 32

 
Not strictly part of 11 Gp, but based at RAF Tangmere, the Fighter Interception Unit was 
formed and commanded by Peter Chamberlain, following his pioneering development work 
on air interception radar. Henry Eeles is also unique in that he is one Cranwellian who 
declined the offer of the Battle of Britain Clasp, despite having earned it as OC 263 Sqn 
operating Whirlwind and Hurricane aircraft. Charles Bacon, Ferdinand Baraldi and David 
Fulford were three Cranwellian participants who received their flying training from the 
SFTS at RAF Cranwell. 

On 12 Group operations, Tim Vigors (222 Sqn) appears to have been the outstanding 
Cranwellian ‘ace’ with five successes during the Battle of Britain.  

Arguably a better known Cranwellian in 12 Group was Sir Douglas Bader who, as OC 242 
Sqn, famously advocated the ‘Big Wing’ Ops concept despite fierce opposition from 11 
Gp who, being closer to the enemy lines, could not assemble a comparable ‘Big Wing’ in 
time to repel the oncoming Luftwaffe forces; they opted for finger four formations attacking 
the enemy aircraft in pairs, a mode d’emploi which was to become SOP in ‘Rodeo’ fighter 
sweeps over France after the Battle of Britain had been won. Bader was attributed four 
successes (1½ x Do 17, 1 x Bf109, 1 x Bf110) in the Battle of Britain. It is postulated that 
he was shot down - some believe blue-on-blue - in 1941, captured by the Germans and 
enjoyed the hospitality of Colditz Castle till the end of the war. 

Having been posted from 1 Sqn to 242 Sqn on 21 September, Michael Homer was shot 
down and killed on 27 September when his Hurricane aircraft P2967 crashed into a wood 
near Sittingbourne. 

Page  of 14 32

 
Not strictly part of 11 Gp, but based at RAF Tangmere, the Fighter Interception Unit was 
formed and commanded by Peter Chamberlain, following his pioneering development work 
on air interception radar. Henry Eeles is also unique in that he is one Cranwellian who 
declined the offer of the Battle of Britain Clasp, despite having earned it as OC 263 Sqn 
operating Whirlwind and Hurricane aircraft. Charles Bacon, Ferdinand Baraldi and David 
Fulford were three Cranwellian participants who received their flying training from the 
SFTS at RAF Cranwell. 

On 12 Group operations, Tim Vigors (222 Sqn) appears to have been the outstanding 
Cranwellian ‘ace’ with five successes during the Battle of Britain.  

Arguably a better known Cranwellian in 12 Group was Sir Douglas Bader who, as OC 242 
Sqn, famously advocated the ‘Big Wing’ Ops concept despite fierce opposition from 11 
Gp who, being closer to the enemy lines, could not assemble a comparable ‘Big Wing’ in 
time to repel the oncoming Luftwaffe forces; they opted for finger four formations attacking 
the enemy aircraft in pairs, a mode d’emploi which was to become SOP in ‘Rodeo’ fighter 
sweeps over France after the Battle of Britain had been won. Bader was attributed four 
successes (1½ x Do 17, 1 x Bf109, 1 x Bf110) in the Battle of Britain. It is postulated that 
he was shot down - some believe blue-on-blue - in 1941, captured by the Germans and 
enjoyed the hospitality of Colditz Castle till the end of the war. 

Having been posted from 1 Sqn to 242 Sqn on 21 September, Michael Homer was shot 
down and killed on 27 September when his Hurricane aircraft P2967 crashed into a wood 
near Sittingbourne. 

Page  of 14 32



 

Marrs, Eric Simcox  (A39B)  

Marrs was born in Dover on 9 July 1921 and educated at Dauntsey’s School. He entered 
the RAF College Cranwell in April 1939. He was awarded a Permanent Commission on 7 
March 1940 and joined 152 Squadron ten days later. 

On 13 August, Marrs claimed an Me 110 destroyed, on the 16 August a probable He 111, 
on the 18 August a Ju 87 destroyed, on the 22 August a shared Do 17, and on the 25 
August an Me 110. On 17 September, he shared a Ju 88, on 25 September two He 111's 
and an Me 110 damaged, and on the 27 September a Ju88 destroyed. On 7 October, he 
destroyed an Me 110 and damaged another. 

On 14 November, he shared a Ju 88 and on the 28 November destroyed an Me 109. 
Marrs shared a Do 17 north of Warmwell on 4 January 1941.  

He was awarded the DFC (gazetted 7th January 1941) and became a Flight Commander 
in April.  

He shared an He 111 over the Scilly Isles on 18 July.  

The squadron provided close escort for Hampdens detailed to bomb the Scharnhorst and 
Gneisnau at Brest on 24 July 1941. Heavy flak was encountered over the target and Marrs 
was shot down in Spitfire IIA P7881 and killed.  

He is buried in Kerfautras Cemetery, Brest, France. 

                                                                         __________
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Cranwellian Participants 

90 Flight cadets, 17 SFTS trainees and a transferee to the RAFVR, as far as our records 
show, each played their part in the Battle of Britain. Here we summarise their efforts by 
squadron; a more detailed breakdown is available in our booklet, Battle of Britain. 

Of the Cranwellians that served in squadrons within 10 Group (SW England), Charles 
Davis (8 with 238 Sqn), Brian Kingcome (7 with 92 Sqn), Harold Atkinson (6 with 213 Sqn), 
Allan Wright (6 also with 92 Sqn) and Eric Marrs (5 with 152 Sqn) are accredited 
‘aces’ (i.e. five or more ‘kills’) with the greatest number of successes. John Dewar (87 and 
213 Sqns), Peter Drew (236 Sqn), Richard Hogg (152 Sqn), John Jones (152 Sqn), 
Douglas Shepley (152 Sqn) who lost his brother at Dunkirk, and Kenneth Wordsell (219 
Sqn) all paid the ultimate sacrifice. 

By far the greatest number of Cranwellians involved in the Battle of Britain operated on 
squadrons within 11 Group (SE England). The ‘aces’ were Aeneas MacDonnell (8½ 
‘successes’ with 64 Sqn), Peter Townsend (8 with 85 Sqn), Henry Hogan (6 with 501 Sqn) 
and John Badger (5 with). Those who lost their lives on Ops within 11 Group were 
Christopher Andreae (64 Sqn), John Badger (43 Sqn), Charles Bacon (610 Sqn), John 
Chomley (257 Sqn), Philip Cox (501 Sqn), John Davey (1 Sqn), Ian Donald (141 Sqn), 
Geoffrey Gaunt (609 Sqn), Hilary Hood (41 Sqn), Noel Hall (257 Sqn), David Hanson (17 
Sqn), John Lecky (41 Sqn), Richard Lee (85 Sqn), John McKenzie (111 Sqn), Miles Miley 
(25 Sqn), Henry Sawyer (65 Sqn) and Rodney Wilkinson (266 Sqn).  
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Rothwell, John Hedley  
(A39 Entry, A Squadron)  

Rothwell, from Brighton, was educated at Tonbridge School and entered the RAF College 
in April 1939, as a Flight Cadet. After the outbreak of war, the course was shortened and 
Rothwell passed out in March 1940 with a Permanent Commission. 

On 28 August, he joined 601 Squadron at Debden, but was attached to 6 OTU, Sutton 
Bridge on 3 September. After converting to Hurricanes, Rothwell was posted to 32 
Squadron on the 21st. He moved to 605 Squadron at Croydon on 12 October.  

Rothwell was killed on 22nd February 1941 when his Hurricane II Z2347 crashed near 
Littlehampton, possibly due to oxygen failure. He is buried in Poynings Cemetery, Sussex. 
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Honours and Awards 

Not entirely for their exploits during the Battle of Britain, two Cranwellians were honoured 
during WWII with a DSO and Bar - Sir Douglas Bader and FV Beamish - the DSO being 
the next highest award to the Victoria Cross that can be awarded to members of the RAF. 
A further 12 Cranwellians received the DSO.
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