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A Review Written in 1961



Airspeed Oxford - June 1937 to December 1950
According to Peter Green and Mike Hodgson, operated by:  
RAF College January 1929 - August 1939 
SFTS/17FTS Cranwell September 1939 - May 1945 
2 Flying Instructors School/2 CFS - September 1940 - June 1941 
1 Signals School September 1940 - January 1941 
19 FTS (vice 17FTS) May 1947 - April 1947 
11 SFTS Oxford II November 1941 
6 Radio School October 1950 - December 1950

The Airspeed AS.10 Oxford was a twin-engine monoplane aircraft developed and manufactured by Airspeed. It saw widespread use for 
training British Commonwealth aircrews in navigation, radio-operating, bombing and gunnery roles throughout the Second World War. The 
Oxford was developed by Airspeed during the 1930s in response to a requirement for a capable trainer aircraft that conformed with 
Specification T.23/36, which had been issued by the British Air Ministry. Its basic design is derived from the company's earlier AS.6 Envoy, a 
commercial passenger aircraft. Performing its maiden flight on 19 June 1937, it was quickly put into production as part of a rapid expansion 
of the RAF in anticipation of a large-scale conflict.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MaVAFSWOZl0


North American Havard - September 1939 to April 1947+
According to Peter Green and Mike Hodgson, operated by:  
17 FTS September 1944 - May 1945 
1 E&W School September 1939 - 1940 
8 Radio School January 1943 - June 1946 (sic), but no mention in College archived notes 
19 FTS May 1945 - April 1947, likely longer as an RAF College asset

The real lineage of the Harvard began in 1937 with a USAAF competition to develop a basic trainer. The requirements were for a type 
capable of basic instruction as well as simulating the controls and feel of an actual combat aircraft. It also had to be able to carry guns and 
bombs as necessary. North American's new design was based on their NA-16, but was vastly improved. It incorporated the Wasp engine, A 
Hamilton Standard variable pitch prop, a hydraulic system to power the flaps and the new inward-folding retractable landing gear. Later a 
stressed skin fuselage, a new rudder and angular wingtips were added. This prototype (called the NA-26) won the competition. It went into 
production as the BC-1. (BC for "basic trainer”) The Royal Air Force initially ordered several hundred of this variant, with British instruments 
and radios, in 1938. The Brits coined the name "HARVARD" for it. (by which name it would become known in all the commonwealth 
countries....except for Australia, where it was called the "WIRRAWAY") This version retroactively became known as the MK I.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uX_9I7IYj7Q


When WWII began, 205 examples of DH.89 aircraft had been built. Many of them were pressed into British military service 
under the designation of DH.89 Dominie. They were typically used for passenger transporting and radio navigation 
training. Furthermore, the British military ordered over 500 DH.89 Dominie aircraft with the more powerful Gipsy Queen 
engines. To increase production, the firm Brush Coachworks Ltd. was contracted to build these aircraft as well, and this 
firm ended up building the larger portion of this contract. By the end of the war, 731 examples were built.

DH 89 Dominie - 1940 to 1946
According to RAF College archived notes and Peter Green and Mike Hodgson, operated by:  
1 Signals School 1940 - January 1943 
1 Radio School January 1943 - May 1945 
Possibly 8 Radio School January 1943 - June 1946

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MIMs39pie20


Percival Proctor - November 1940 to June 1946
According to Peter Green and Mike Hodgson, operated by:  
1 Signals School/1 Radio School November 1940 - January 1943 (sic), actually May 1944 
8 Radio School January 1943 - June 1946

The Percival Proctor was a British radio trainer and communications aircraft of the Second World War. The Proctor was a single-engined, 
low-wing monoplane with seating for three or four, depending on the model. In 1941, the Air Ministry issued Specification T.9/41 for a four-
seat radio trainer. The P.31 – originally known as the "Preceptor" but finally re-designated the Proctor IV – was developed for this 
requirement with an enlarged fuselage. One Proctor IV was fitted with a 250 hp (157  kW) Gipsy Queen engine. This was used as a 
personal transport by AVM Sir Ralph Sorley but production models retained the 210 hp (157 kW) motor of earlier marks.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rpNg4yTHUsI


Avro Anson - August 1941 to April 1947+
According to Peter Green and Mike Hodgson, operated by:  
3 (Coastal) OTU August 1941 - January 1943 (sic), more likely April 1943  
1 Signals School September 1940 - January 1941 
19 FTS (vice SFTS/17FTS) May 1945, - April 1947 possibly with the RAF College till the 1960s

The Avro Anson was a twin-engined, multi-role aircraft built by the aircraft manufacturer Avro. Large numbers of the type served in a 
variety of roles for the RAF, FAA, RCAF and numerous other air forces before, during, and after the Second World War. It was initially used 
in the envisioned maritime reconnaissance operation alongside the larger flying boats. After the outbreak of the Second World War the 
Anson was soon found to have become obsolete in front line combat roles. Large numbers of the type were instead put to use as a multi-
engined aircrew trainer, having been found to be suitable for the role, and became the mainstay of the British Commonwealth Air Training 
Plan. The type continued to be used in this role throughout and after the conflict, remaining in RAF service as a trainer and 
communications aircraft until 28 June 1968.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QCD7otOSLCI


Handley Page Halifax - January 1943 to June 1946 
According to RAF College archived notes, operated by:  
8 Radio School January 1943 - June 1946 (no mention in College archived records) 

The Handley Page Halifax is a British RAF four-engined heavy bomber of the Second World War. It was developed by Handley Page to 
the same specification as the contemporary twin-engine Avro Manchester. The Halifax has its origins in the twin-engine HP56 proposal 
of the late 1930s, produced in response to the British Air Ministry's Specification P.13/36 for a capable medium bomber for "world-wide 
use." The HP56 was ordered as a backup to the Avro 679, both aircraft being designed to use the underperforming Rolls-Royce Vulture 
engine. The Handley Page design was altered at the Ministry to a four-engine arrangement powered by the Rolls-Royce Merlin engine; 
the rival Avro 679 was produced as the twin-engine Avro Manchester which, while regarded as unsuccessful mainly due to the Vulture 
engine, was a direct predecessor of the famed Avro Lancaster. Both the Lancaster and the Halifax would emerge as capable four-
engined strategic bombers, thousands of which would be built and operated by the RAF and several other services during the War.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2zypfAVMRJc


Tiger Moth - May 1945 and likely till the 1950s
According to Peter Green and Mike Hodgson, operated by:  
19 FTS (vice SFTS/17FTS) May 1945 - April 1947, likely staying at the College until the 1950s

The de Havilland DH.82 Tiger Moth is a 1930s biplane designed by Geoffrey de Havilland and built by the de Havilland Aircraft Company. It 
was operated by the RAF and many other operators as a primary trainer aircraft. In addition to the type's principal use for ab-initio training, 
the Second World War saw RAF Tiger Moths operating in other capacities, including maritime surveillance and defensive anti-invasion 
preparations; some aircraft were even outfitted to function as armed light bombers. The Tiger Moth remained in service with the RAF until it 
was succeeded and replaced by the de Havilland Chipmunk during the early 1950s.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZTa4Q1xTChk


Vickers Valetta T3/T4 - 1951 to 1960s 
The Vickers Valetta was a twin-engine military transport aircraft of the late 1940s, with an all-metal mid-wing monoplane and a tailwheel 
undercarriage. The Valetta C.1 entered service with the RAF in 1948, replacing the Douglas Dakota with RAF Transport Command and with 
transport squadrons in the Middle and Far East. The Valetta was used to carry out parachute drops in the 1956 Suez Crisis, and was used to 
provide transport support for a number of other British Military operations in the 1950s and 1960s, such as during the Malayan Emergency  
and operations in Aden. The Valetta T.3 was built to provide a navigational trainer for service with the RAF College and with No.1 and No.2 Air 
Navigation Schools. 40 were delivered from August 1951, with the last being WJ487 in September 1952. 18 Valetta T.3 aircraft were later 
converted to T.4 standard with a longer nose to fitted to accommodate a radar scanner in order to train crews in the AI (Airborne Interception) 
role.

Vickers Valetta T.3 of the RAF College at Blackbushe airport in September 1956. 
Note the cabin-top astrodomes and aerials for navigational training

http://www.apple.com/uk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lLLm3onaKdQ


Vickers Varsity T1 - 1951 to 1976 
The Vickers Varsity is a British twin-engined crew trainer operated by the Royal Air Force for 25 years from 1951. The Varsity was based on 
the Viking and Valetta to meet Air Ministry Specification T.13/48 for a twin-engined training aircraft to replace the Wellington T10 and the 
Valetta T3 and T4. The main differences were the wider-span wings, longer fuselage and tricycle undercarriage. There was also a ventral 
pannier to allow a trainee bomb aimer to lie in a prone position and a bomb bay with a capacity for 24 x 25lb smoke & flash bombs. The first 
prototype Type 668 Varsity VX828 was first flown by J 'Mutt' Summers and G R 'Jock' Bryce from Wisley on 17 July 1949. The Varsity was 
withdrawn from service with the RAF in May 1976, its role as a pilot trainer being taken over by the Scottish Aviation Jetstream T1, and as a 
navigation trainer by the Hawker Siddeley Dominie T1.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vickers_Varsity
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FbqR5ufrtyM


Percival Prentice T1 - November 1947 to 1953
The Percival Prentice was a basic trainer of the RAF in the early postwar period. It is a low-wing monoplane with a fixed tailwheel 
undercarriage. Front seating was in a side-by-side configuration with a rear seat provided. Designed to meet Air Ministry Specification 
T.23/43, the Prentice was the first all-metal aircraft to be produced by the Percival Aircraft Company. The prototype Prentice TV163 first flew 
from Percival's factory at Luton Airport, Bedfordshire on 31 March 1946. Early trials revealed inadequate rudder control, resulting in a revised 
rudder and a large cutout in the elevators. After these modifications, the Prentice was passed into RAF service, initially with the regular 
Flying Training Schools (FTS) including the RAF College, Cranwell where they replaced the remaining de Havilland Tiger Moths. The aircraft 
were later modified with turned-up wingtips. Over 370 were delivered to the RAF between 1947 and 1949. 


The left-hand photograph of the two below appeared in an RAF College Journal, implying the aircraft was a Gypsy Major 10 Mk2; this in fact 
was the 6-cylinder air-cooled inverted in-line piston engine, 296 hp (221 kW) supercharged, used by the Prentice T1.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Percival_Prentice
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ye1p3jl8R-w


Venom -  Winter 1949 College Journal
No record found of the Venom having operated from the RAF College despite its appearance in the `journal

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/De_Havilland_Venom
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nO9wyWo4J0w


Meteor WH169 is pictured on its home turf of RAF Cranwell in the late 1950s. As a two-seater, it was used 
primarily for training and in such a scenario the aircraft crashed and ended up in the scrapyard in 1960. Lurking 
behind it are two other Cranwell mainstays of the 1950s: a de Havilland Vampire and a Vickers Valetta (WJ462).

Courtesy of “The Jive Bomber”

Gloster Meteor T.7 - 1950 to 1961
The Gloster Meteor was the first British jet fighter and the Allies' only jet aircraft to achieve combat operations during the Second World 
War. The Meteor's development was heavily reliant on its ground-breaking turbojet engines, pioneered by Frank Whittle and his 
company, Power Jets Ltd; the pioneering E28/39 made its inaugural flight at RAF Cranwell on 15 May 1941. Development of the aircraft 
began in 1940, although work on the engines had been under way since 1936. The Meteor first flew in 1943 and commenced operations 
on 27 July 1944 with No. 616 Squadron RAF. The Meteor was not a sophisticated aircraft in its aerodynamics, but proved to be a 
successful combat fighter. Gloster's 1946 civil Meteor F.4 demonstrator G-AIDC was the first civilian-registered jet aircraft in the world. 
Several major variants of the Meteor incorporated technological advances during the 1940s and 1950s. Thousands of Meteors were built 
to fly with the RAF and other air forces and remained in use for several decades.

The Gloster E.28/39. The yellow undersides 
were standard for RAF training and 

prototype aircraft of the period.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gloster_Meteor
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YVElytMOQsg


Chipmunk T Mk 10 - 1951 - 1955
The de Havilland Canada DHC-1 Chipmunk was a tandem, two-seat, single-engined primary trainer aircraft designed and developed by 
Canadian aircraft manufacturer de Havilland Canada. It was developed shortly after the Second World War and sold in large numbers 
during the immediate post-war years, being typically employed as a replacement for the de Havilland Tiger Moth biplane. Based upon a 
favourable evaluation of three aircraft by AAEE Boscombe Down, the Air Ministry proceeded to formulate and release Air Ministry 
specification T.8/48 around the type as a replacement for the RAF’s Tiger Moth biplanes then in use. This specification was also contested 
by the rival Fairey Primer, which lost out to the Chipmunk and ultimately did not enter production. The fully aerobatic Chipmunk was 
ordered to serve as an ab initio trainer for new pilots. Until 1996, Chipmunks remained in service with Air Training Corps (ATC) for Air 
Experience Flights (AEFs); the final of these AEF flights to use the Chipmunk was No. 10 Air Experience Flight, RAF Woodvale, when they 
were replaced by the Scottish Aviation Bulldog.

3 Initial Training Squadron January 1951 - March 1953 
Unclear when the T Mk 10 officially ceased operations at the RAF College

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/De_Havilland_Canada_DHC-1_Chipmunk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3XMIzol__F8


Vampire - 1952 to 1961
The final variants of the Vampire were the T (trainer) aircraft. Being first flown from the old Airspeed Ltd factory at Christchurch, Hampshire 
on 15 November 1950, production deliveries of the Vampire trainer began in January 1952. Over 600 examples of the T.11 were produced 
at Hatfield and Chester and by Fairey Aviation at Manchester Airport. By 1965, the Vampire trainer had been mostly withdrawn, its 
replacement in the advanced training role being the Folland Gnat; only a small number of Vampire T.11s remained in service, typically for 
the training of foreign students until these too were retired in 1967.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/De_Havilland_Vampire
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QQpSAxrz7I4


Percival Provost - 1955 to 1960

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Percival_Provost
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3WT9-epLMIU


Percival Provost - Restoration

Dear Sir 


I hope you don’t mind my contacting you ? 


I’m currently having one of two Percival Provost T.1 training aircraft restored to 
airworthiness. The two aircraft in question served at RAF Cranwell during the 
1950’s. They shall be going back into their original Cranwell colour scheme and 
codes, as it is only correct they should. 


I thought the association maybe interested in hearing this news, and that your 
more than welcome to visit these aircraft. Please see attachment for a little more 
information.


Best wishes and thank you for you time. 


James Atkinson 

Director Provost Preservation 

The author was advised in 2019, through the Cranwellian Association, that two Cranwellian Provosts were being restored. 
This may have been abandoned



Boulton Paul Balliol Aircraft - Mid-1950s
Photograph taken from the June 1954 RAF College Journal (snapped at 1328!)

The Boulton Paul Balliol was a monoplane military advanced trainer aircraft built for the RAF and the FAA by Boulton Paul Aircraft. 
Developed in the late 1940s, the Balliol was designed to replace the North American Harvard trainer. It used the Rolls-Royce Merlin engine.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boulton_Paul_Balliol
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=piUzSS12L9M


Javelin, Vampire and Varsity - 1960
Photograph appeared in the Autumn 1960 College Journal)



Jet Provosts Mk 3 and Mk 5 - 1961 to 1989
The BAC Jet Provost was a jet trainer aircraft that was in use with the RAF from 1955 to 1993. It was originally developed by Hunting 
Percival from the earlier piston engine-powered Percival Provost basic trainer, and later produced by the British Aircraft Corporation (BAC). 
In addition to the multiple RAF orders, the Jet Provost, sometimes with light armament, was exported to many air forces worldwide. The 
design was also further developed into a more heavily armed ground attack variant under the name BAC Strikemaster.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BAC_Jet_Provost
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ypwe-dE8v8M


Jet Provost - College Journal Autumn 1960



(HS 125) Dominie - 1964 to 2011
The British Aerospace 125 is a twinjet mid-size business jet. Originally developed by de Havilland and initially designated as the DH.125 
Jet Dragon, it entered production as the Hawker Siddeley HS.125, which was the designation used until 1977. The type proved quite 
popular overseas; more than 60% of the total sales for the aircraft were to North American customers. It was also used by the Royal Air 
Force as a navigation trainer, as the Hawker Siddeley Dominie T1, and was operated by the United States Air Force as a calibration 
aircraft, under the designation C-29.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Aerospace_125
https://vimeo.com/444559858


Jetstream T1 - 1972 to 2003
The Handley Page HP.137 Jetstream is a small twin-turboprop airliner, with a pressurised fuselage. The aircraft was designed to meet the 
requirements of the United States commuter and regional airline market. The design was later improved and built by British Aerospace as the 
BAe Jetstream 31 and BAe Jetstream 32, featuring different turboprop engines. 26 Jetstream 201s were ordered by the Royal Air Force, 
which used them as multi-engine trainers as the Jetstream T.1. Fourteen of these were modified as observer trainers for the Royal Navy, 
receiving the designation Jetstream T2.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Handley_Page_Jetstream
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8hLC7xTWMQE


Scottish Aviation Bulldog T1 - 1972 to 1985
The Scottish Aviation Bulldog was a two-seat side-by-side (with optional third seat) training aircraft designed by Beagle Aircraft as the B.125 
Bulldog. The prototype Bulldog flew on 19 May 1969 at Shoreham Airport. The largest customer was the RAF, which placed an order for 130 
Bulldogs in 1972, entering service as the Bulldog T.1. It was used by the Royal Air Force as a basic trainer, in particular as the standard 
aircraft of the University Air Squadrons, including the RAF College Air Squadron in the 1990s and, later, Air Experience Flights, providing 
flying training. The aircraft was also used by the Royal Navy for Elementary Flying Training (EFT) at RAF Topcliffe. They were replaced by the 
Grob Tutor at the RAF College in 1985.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scottish_Aviation_Bulldog
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wyzQjGPeMT0

